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Foreword

FOC has always been an integral part of my ham radio hife.

Gravesend, Kent - where I was born and brought up, was always a centre of CW and contesting. When 1 joined the
local radio club i 1956, and through its theory and CW classes obtained my heence in 1958, 1 naturally accepred
CW as 4 way of life - and that's the way it has been ever since,

My first contacts were made from the shacks of Les Belger - GIILB and Vic Curling - GEVC; my first major contest
imvolverment was from the QTH of Stan Heard - GIIEW. Other locals who helped me with my first footsteps in the
hobby included Alan Warson - G3IDCV and Eric Woods - G3FST. So T was surrounded by FOC actvity and
influence from the earhest days and the achievement of FOC membership was mstilled as a goal worth striving for.,

When these early days are then coupled with my later close involvernent with Al Slater - G3FXE, the subsequent path
towards becoming Chairman of the Club and the writer of this book turns out te be almost pre-ordained rather
than followed from choice.

The early history of FOC, especially the prewar years, was poorly documented and we do not have a full picture of
its activities. Communication within the immediate postwar club was by means of a Circular Letter which was
prassed from hand to hand. Those charting the first year or so of the Club's life after the war have been lost. Perhaps,
i those early days, the leaders of the FOC did not envisage how the Club would grow m future years,

Bill Windle laid rhe foundarions for the Club’s first History Book, Al Slater completed the work and it was
published in 1984 recording the history of FOC up to 1983, A lot happened in FOC and amareur radio in general
during the nexr fifteen vears. So the 60th anniversary of the Club 15 an approprate tune 1o write a new History
Book, laoking at the overall effect that FOC has had in that time and what relevance it might have for the furure.

A book written by a Comnuttee stands the prospect of being dry and unreadable. 5o T was entrusted with the task
and, inevitably, the result will be coloured by my own personal view of the events that T have been part of during the
36 years that T have belonged ta the Club. But [ hope that I have managed to balance this by the differing views thar
were reflecred in the News Sheets and our quarterly magazine, FOCUS, Much of the history of FOC 15 contained in
those publications, so I make no apology for quoting liberally from them - there is no better way of capturing the
thoughts and policies that gmided our development.

To write such a book 15 a faseinating and enjovable exercise invalving, as it does, research through all of the Club's
historic documentation. [ hope that evervbody who reads the history will find 1t enjoyable and will consider the
project has been worthwhile.

Drererrs Anelvens, C3MXT
[lekefreld, Fast Stssex
Decerebier 1908,
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The First Class CW Operators’ Club

Code of Conduct
Members of FOC are expected to-
1. Foster and encourage a high standard of operating and behaviour on the bands.
2, Observe the licence conditions and principles of band planning,
3. Be considerate to other amateurs at all times and, in particular, by:-

a)  ensuring that the radiated signal conforms to a good technical level;

b) avoiding interference to other band users by thoughtless tuning or by use of unnecessarily
high power levels;

¢) recognising that it is inconsiderate to ‘break-in’ to a contact unless there 15 a reason that is
relevant to both of the participating stations.

4. By example, promote exemplary operating standards by

a) sending at a speed that is considerate of the other stanon’s abiliry;

b) giving signal reports that are, where appropriate, honest,

¢} ensuring a frequency is clear before transmitting - preferably by listening;

d) at the end of a contact, moving awav If 1t 15 not “your’ frequency;

e} in DX “pile-ups’, observing the calling instructions of the DX station and never “policing’ the
frequency;

£} if vou are a ‘DX’ station, ensuring good management of your frequency by sending vour own
callsign at appropriate intervals - “anonymous operating’ does nothing to control pileups or
increase contact rates and leads to chaos;

g)  always remembering that many others may be listening o your contacts - refrain from bad
language or derogatory comments.

5. Protect the future of the hobby by-

a}  being active on a regular basis on as many bands as possible;
b} giving encouragement to NEWComers;

¢} supporting a national society.






Chapter 1

The Early Years (1938-1951)

A Brinsh Al DFeralurjs Club?
Ta the Editor THE T, & B, BULLETIIN

DEAR SIR - At a time when the standard of British amateur-band operating 1s deplorably low, may
1 draw the atrention of readers to the Al Operators Club™ Details regarding this club may be
found tn the ARRL Handbook, and while membership is international, 1 believe the number of
British members is comparatively small.

Briefly, the abject of the club is to encourage & high standard of operating in the amareur bands,
and no doubt there is room for a similar orgamisation over here. There must be a considerable
number of first-class G operators who are not members of the ARRL club, and the formation of a
British club would be very beneficial,

British amareurs who are already members of the "Al Operarors’ Club” could be foundation
members and form an clection committee, The rules s laid down in the Handbook can be applied
when considering the cligibility of candidates, and membership would be a worthwhile distincrion,
It would be interesting to sce what support, if any, is fortheoming for this praposal.

Yours faithfully,
R. B. Webster (GABW).
[TaR Bulletin March 1938]

Bab Webster's letter to the RSGB magazine in 1938 marked the launch of the First Class Operarors’ Club. Two
months later, an 1tem appoars which reports & w renaviabde s .r.l,lr crtereit’ and the formation of FOC with ‘the
whigect o ERCOUTARE anicd BRI o jJ.rg:-‘; stipszeletvel ;J_Il’ aperating o the amatenr banels . There was ﬂ-b'u.’musl}? a great
demand for such an orzanisation and it was soon necessary to spell out exactly whar was intended. It is not clear
exactly how the early members were elected to the Club; but ot would seem thar a selection process, probably by
on-theair observation by Committee, was already taking place, and the organisers were already voicing their
opinions on 'correct’ modes of operating on the air.

We should like to correct 4 serious misapprehension which has arisen concerning the nature of the F.O.C.
Apparently many members are under the impression that it is a British “edition” of the Rag-Chewers" Club
(BCC), but this is emphatically not the case. FOC, members are primarily concerned with “experiments
in WT" and the Club’s slogan 15 “Genuine experimental work and first-class operating technigque.” We are
of the opinion, however, that such experimental work can 1n most cases be performed more easily, quickly,
and in such a manner as to cause less QRM, if the expertmenter’s thearetical knowledge 15 supplemented by
gond operating techiigue.

It is fairly ebvicus that a dually-qualified operator will be 2 more useful asser to the amateur fratermity than
his less qualified colleagues. The FO.C. wishes to organise these dually-qualified operatars for the benefit of
Eritish Amateur Radio,

May we say a few words abour test calls? Everybody seems to have his own method of calling, and nearly all
are incoerrect. Here 15 a suggested standard procedure, to be sent at not more that 12715 wpane "Test test rest
de G4AA” (repeated 6-10 times according te the amount af activity on the band)” “Test test test de GAAA
GAAA GAAA Test de GAAA QLH (or QHL) BE (if using) AR K.” Under no circumstances should the
speed exceed 15 wpm, and in particular the call-sign should be sent slowly and distinctly. If the band 15 very
active, six repetitions should be ample to secure a reply, but this point must be decided by the operator's



common-sense. The single “Test de G4AA™ at the end will enable an aperator just tuning on to the signal to
know that it 15 a test call, and not a call to a particular station,

The following 15 & preliminary hist of FOC members up o May 30, 1938: GO0, 8AX, 811A, BCEK, 30R,
2UJ, 2RO, 2AO, SUA, 220, 8W1, 5LF, 8PG, 3FE, 3KV, 8T, 258G, EISM.

[t is significant to note that had every apphicant for membership been elected, the above list would have
contained over eghty callsigns. Readers will appreciate that, owing to the nature of the Club, the
membership will be considerably restricted, Actually we do not expect to enral more than 100 members,
even under the most favourable conditions. Whatever the number, however, under no conditions will the
standard be lowered 1o mnerease Club membership,

If any readers with artistic abilities would care to submit a simple and distinctive design for a Membership
Certifieate and an Emblem, we should be very grateful.

[GSBW 6,18

And later -

A number of amateurs are still clinging o the idea that FOC is merely a get-together for CW speed
merchants. May we point out that membership is open to any station, ‘phone ar CW, the only proviso in
the case of ‘phone stattons being that therr technique is good and orthodex, and that they have an adequate
knowledge of the code. 1t 15 tmmaterial to us whether our members work on “phene or CW except that we
deplare the practice of sticking exclusively 1o "phone.

[G3EW 8/38)

Alse -

We still receive applications from various Buropean countraes, the United States and elsewhere, To save time
and trouble, may we emphasise that FOC membership 15 open only to Brinsh amateurs, although it docs
not matter where they are lecated or under what call-signs they operate.

[GRRW 10/18)

It is clear thar, in six months, FOC had already made its mark in the world of Amateur Radio. It 1s int&re.sting o
nate that in its onginal concept, ‘first class operating’ embraced both phone and CW. The reason for restricting

membership to ‘British’ amateurs 1s unclear - posaibly, m those prewar days,

somewhat different to what they are today!
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A rare link with the original founder of FOC

atnitudes to ‘foreigners’ were

Having set itsell up to improve the ‘deplorably low'
operating standards on the band, the Club was soon
finding that moving from intention to action brought a
number of problems. In his monthly column in the
ESGE magazine, Bob Webster discussed the operating
practices which FOC thought should be improved and
made recommendations on desirable changes. It seems
that many members took 1t on themselves to put
forward this advice over the air. Inevitably, there were
soon charges being aired of ‘clitism’. Many took offence
at being “told how to operate’. Perhaps, in some ways,
the Club’s choice of title was unfortunate - for outsiders
might casily see it as a selfappointed group who
considered themselves "first class operators’ - rather than
a group whose interest was to promote ‘first class

operating’. It was to be a recurring problem throughout
the life of FOC.



Things came to & head, in March 1939, when a particulacly stinging attack was launched in a lerrer to the RSGB's
MagazITe,

To the Ediror, Té&R Hulletin.

DEAR SIR - The pelicy which the First Class Operators” Club has adopted, and which is typified by the
behaviour of some of i3 members, on the air and elsswhere, 12 one which in our opinion merits
considerable critieism. The opinions expressed in this letter are directed ar that policy, and should not be
construed as constituting & personal attack on any particular officer or member of the club.

Ostensibly  formed to  facilitate e T T T
experimental WT communication by !
encouraging  good  operating and
developing improved procedure, 1t has
as vet daone little more than o form an
association of amateurs, who apparently
exist selely for the purpose of signing
FOHC after their calls and of offering
unwanted and unauthoritave advice to
experimental  operators whe have
something better to do with the limited
rime ar their disposal than ro listen to
them.

5 I1s toCertify fhat Avnyfuliled fhe codives of membalip |
% and prooveed his abd s Fiosd-Clows Clpevalen of Flaliom GERT_ i
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The club does not appear to realise thar |
operating abilicy 15 o mere anxiliay 1o =
communication  research,  and  tharc
proficiency in that field should be acquired over a buzzer line or elsewhere, and not on an already
overcrowded experimental frequency band. The implication associared with the statement repeatedly made,
that its membership is largely comprised of ex-commercial operators, is indicative of the existing misguided
policy; it is difficult to see just what qualifications an ex-commercial operator possesses which confer on
him the right to advise an experimental amateur cn any subgect other than the wvsc of commercial
procedure,

The rue objectives of the club appear to have been completely side-tracked 10 favour of a progeamme of
carping criticism directed at amateur practice in general and a fervent self-congrarulation and defence of its
own membership and their alleged qualifications. There is ne place i this country for an organsation
which intends to develop o thes fashion,

The status of the British amateur is that of an experimenter, and the value of operating ability, over and
above that necessary for the efficient exchange of technical informartion by W/T, is small compared with the
value of rechnical ability; in this country the only reason for the continued existence of an amareur radio
organisation lies in its capacity to assist and encourage commumication research; and any other objectives it
may have are essenuially of a subsidiary natre. There 15 a need for an orgamisanion which will assist in the
mamntenance of a usefully high standard of operating, and which will develop new operaung signals and
new codes for the better exchange of technical data by WT. Bur the FOC does not appear to be doing any
wseful wark in these directions, and offers little promise of future assistance,

Despite the evidence supporting our coentention that the FOO & pursuing a policy derrimental to the
interests of the experimental amareur fraternity, thers 15 liztle deubt chat this will be, as it has been,
steenuously denied. In this connection we should like to sav that we are aware that some of its members
possess high rechnical ability, and we have no doubt that the majority of them engage in a certain amount
of experumental work; but this is no indication that the club is pursuing a useful pelicy. We do know that
many FOC members who operate on 7Me are not engaged 1n advanced experimental work because we have
listened to them and logged their rransmissions (they were not very edifving),

We recently intercepted a series of transmissions on 7Mce from a station operated by a member of FOC in
communication with another member which continued for more than thirgy munutes without the inclusion
of a callsign or an ending sign; which contained nothing but mnsinuating remarks directed at those who
saw fir to disagree with FOC tactics; and which concluded with a most flatering description of one of the
sender's eritics, specifically identified by call-sign and location and couched in terms which no gentleman



would employ. This transmission, which we logged and filed, stems 1o us to be in direct and flagrant
violatzon of legal and ethical codes.

It was not evident from the subject mater of any of the signals logged that the ransmissions were of an
experimental nature, The text of many of them consisted entirely of gratuitous advice to the receiving
operator apparently given in a spirit of wishful flattery or of smug complacency depending on the moed of
the sender, and in either case serving as little useful purpose, experimental or otherwise, as the usually inane
emanarions from a TMe telephony station. The standard of operating was in many cases surprisingly low,
and the electrical characteristics of some of the signals left no doubt as to the deficiency in technical abalicy
of their eperators,

This low standard which the club appears to have adopted for its definition of a “First Class operator” is in
itself probably responsible for the fact that few of the country’s really good operators are o be found 1n ot
For with all their alleged qualifications we do not know of one member who could even approach the
standard of a naval first-class telegraphist, and if we must have a yard-stick by which to measure the quality
of a British amateur radic operator, then thar is the logical standard to take.

We feel thar the club is failing to pursuc its true obligations and that steps should be taken to remedy this
unformunate stare of affairs. We believe that there is a useful field which an operators’ club mighr develop,
preferably in association with RES.[an experimental sociery] and we suggest that the members of PO see
to it that their elub is run on these or similar lines rather than allow it to pursue 1ts present destructive
palicy

Peter Tenes - G2IT, D. E. Palin - GaDIT,
[TR Bulletin 3/28]

The FOU Comumittes was quick to reply.
To the Editor, T&R Bulletn.

DEAR SIR - We have taken careful note of the various eriticisms and accusations levelled against our Club
in a recent Bulletin letter, Although the majority of the charges are se fantastic that at first sight we were
not inclined even to accord them a bare denial, we have finally decided thar some answer 15 advisable.
Actually, we have had considerable correspondence from Mr Jones in the past, and its nature leaves us in
grave doubt that his published letter 1s not largely provoked by personal malice. In view of this, perhaps we
may be fargiven if we do not attach to the letter the impertance which the authers doubtless atteibure o it
rhemselves,

Apparently the whole atmosphere of condemnation and censure pervading the letter has been painstakingly
built up by long periods of eavesdropping on Q8Os by FOC members, selecting 1solated incidents which
have occurred over a long period, and basing on these incidents general charges against our Club as a
whole. (Whether the time occupied by such amateur “detective work” could not have been more unsefully
employed 15 not for us to say), An orgamsatuon like FOO cannot exercise a rigid authority over all its
individual members, and it is quite likely that in the future, as in the past, critics may be able to single our
isolated cases for complaint. We are, however, perfectly confident that the lurid picture of our organisation
painted by Mr Jones and his friend is absolutely unrepresentative of the true state of affairs, Furthermore,
their present (and past) assertions on questions of operating are of such a nature that we have litle
confidenee in their eligibility to dogmanse on the subject.

FOC realises that 1t takes all kinds of people to make up what is generally referred to as the "Amateur Radio
Fraternity’, and if our members find themselves in disagreement with other amateurs, they de not regard
that bare fact as being sufficient excuse for launching a violent attack on them. As an organisation, our
chief obiject is to effect an improvement in the general standard of British Amarteur operating. and we desire
to cooperate {peacefully) with all sections of the British Amateur movement. Mr Jones, on the other hand,
has not yer learned to ‘live and let live', and has often expressed hus contempt and antagonism towards such
Amateur activities as contests, ragchewing, certificates, DX and QSL hunting, operating for its own sake,
and telephony operation in general. 1f he finds chat his sole mterest in Amateur Radio lies i research, we
hardly know whether te congratulate or sympathise with him, We certainly envy him if he possesses or has
sceess to the expensive appararus and substandard instruments without which little of such work can be
effectively undertaken. It is our opinion that the average British Amateur, while having s particular



technical ‘specialist’ also likes to parucipate in the varied activities tmplied by the expression ‘Amateur
Radia”

The FOC notes which appear frem time to time in the Bulletin do not purport to be the last infallible
word on any of the subjects dealt with, and are merely intended as helpful suggesnons and pownters for
such persons as care to heed them. We receive and welcome correspondence referring to them, and indulge
in many profitable discussions on the subjects concerned. There is no compulsion for anyone to act on the
information presented, or even to read it, and we believe that RSGE members are quite capable of deciding
such matters for themsslves.

The Club las several times been charged with attempting to comimercialise Brinsh Amateur operating, but
this 15 anly a halfrruth, The fact is that where we conuder commereial practice can, with advantage, be
introduced then we advoeate it But we are quite aware that to adopt such procedure “in wore” would result
in confusion and defeat its own ends. We deny Mr Jones” imphicanion that all s well with Amarenr
operating in this country. That eriticism is either wnwarranted or unnecessary, and we cannot accept hus
proposal to regard a first-call Naval telegraphist as a standard of reference. The operating standard of a FOC
member 15 at least equal 1o that required by the GPO for the Unrestricted Firstclass Certificate of
Proficiency in W/T, and nobody 15 considered for membership who cannot attain that standard,

In conclusion, may we make it clear that in future, we shall ner sttempr to angwer attack or critieism either
publicly or privately unless we are satisfied that they originate from a responsible quarter. A continuation
of cur correspondence with Mr Jones, for example, would serve no useful purpose, and would probably
deteriorate into a fruitess and acrimonious exchange of personalities. We consider that valuable Bulletn
space can be more usefully employed. But if Mr Jones feels impelled to have the last word, he may do so
secure in the knowledge that net even his most cutrageous charges will provoke any further official reply
from FOC. In the meantime, we shall just keep on keeping on, and despite all such “slings and arrows’, we
hawe an idea that we'll “muoddle through” somebow.

T. Mackintesh Dave - GZXG; A C. F. Dearlove - G200, T. C. R Lictlemore - GBAX; C. [ Peach - ZB1F: %W,
A Boberrs - GZROy K. B Wehsrer - GAEV.
[TécR Bulletin 5/39]

Following these exchanges, the RSGB felt that it could no longer support publication of FOC material and, in
June 1939, withdrew the facility for the monthly column although ir did agree that it would continue to print
occastonal notes "of 4 general nature”. Around the same time, 2 new amateur radio publication, The Short Wave
Magazine, appeared in the UK. Tommy Thomas - G6OQB and Austin Forsyth - GEFO were involved 1n 1ts
production and immediately agreed to provide space for FOC.

However, the dark clouds of war were already sathered and after only a few issues, the Short Wave Magazine
ceased publication; the RSGR's regular column ‘Month on the Air’ became ‘Month off the Air’. FOC became all
but disbanded with its members off the z2ir and diverted to other tasks from which many never returned.

Unfortunately, neither of the Club’s founders survived the war - although rtheir deaths were not directly
attrbutable to the war itself, Bob Webster - GSBW, had been & Marconi operator with Cunard but was forced
into early retirement after contracting tuberculosis. He passed away in Ocrober 1940 while still in his early 30s.
John Hunter - G270}, had become well known as anc of the leading DXers of the day and had been the Club's
first President. He served 1n the RAF and died in Ceylon, almost at the end of the war, from poneumonia. He was
only 32 vears old. If the antibiotics that roday are taken for granted had been available at thar time, both would
undoubtedly have lived to play a significant role in the postwar development of FOC.



— soOo0—

Wing-Commander John H. C. Hunrter - (:27.0)

Radic amateurs the world over will be shocked to hear of the death of John Hunrer, GZZ0), at the carly age
of 32.

It 15 no exaggeration (o say that he was probably Britain's most famous amateur and that bus passing will be
a personal sorrow to hundreds of amateurs in almost every country of the world. All whe knew him or who
contacted him over the air were impressed by his cheerful, generous nature and his willingness 1o help
others. He possessed an uncanny sixth sense for extracting practically inaudible signals from the QRM on
our bands and for making them into intelligible contacts. One of the only two amateurs in the world to
work all zones, he had a distinguished position in the DX Century Club and always ranked high 1n the
varicus D Contests for which he entered. Bdueated ar Wellingren and Londen University, where he
graduared as BSc, he served until the outbreak of the war as a Stanon Design Engineer with the BBC. His
Amateur Radio career began in September 1930 when he was licensed as 2ZABS, obraining his full call as
G270 on February 26, 1931 In October 1938, he joined the Crilian Wireless Reserve and was
commuissioned as & Pilot Offcer, RAFVR, i February 1939,

At the outbreak of war, he went to Leighton
Buzrard as dury signals officer and was later
charged with the responsibility of converting
Fighter Command Squadrons te VHFE o this
wark, he formed special Guimgs parnes, the NOO;
tor which were of his own cheosing and all radie
amatenrs, The splendid work he did in thes
connection was the subject of a special mention
e disparches and earned him promotion to the
rank of Squadron Leader and transfer to Air
Munstry.

Here he was attached to the Telecommunicanons
Department  and  later te the Signals Plang
Department a5 Wing Commander, where he
plaved an important part in the preparanons for
D-Day. So successful was his work e this sphere
that a wear age he was appointed to 3EAC on
sienlar doties. Ioowas whilst in Ceylon thar he was
John Hunter, GXZG - one of the only photos of a taken il with pneumonia and passed away after a
founder of FOC short 1llness,

To the old timers among us, Amateur Radio will never again be quite the same. His famous callsign and
faultless operating were so familiar to us all, so nwuch a part of our accepted experience that 1t seems
incredible that they are silent and stll for ever. In fact, he typified what we mean by the term "Ham Spinit’.
By his untimely death, the country has lost a capable officer and faithful servant. Amatcurs throughout the
warld will each expericnce a sense of very personal loss as they bid farewell to Johnny whose memory will
always oceupy a warm and affectionate corner of our hearts.

[TéR Bulleun 9/43]

——aoOo0—

The first post-war reference to the re-formation of FOC came 10 a letter frem Louis - GSREV to the RSGB in June
1946,

SIR - As an 'old tmer back on the air sgaim since our heences were resssued, one thing s very clear to me -
unless the operating ability and technigue used by the amateur is First Class, we are going to find very soon
that the pleasure of operating will be lost. 1t seems to me that now is a most opportune moment (o nitiate
a modern “First Class Operators' Club’. To be nominated a member of such a Club should be the aim of
EVCFY trie amateur.



[ would suggest that the aims and objects of the Club and qualifications required of applicants for
membership, be drawn up by Council and a nucleus of Founder Members be propesed by them in order to
start the Club.

Perhaps a preliminary discussion in the columns of the Bulletin would be a good thing and this letter is
written with the object of inviting comments and suggestions from members of the Society.
[RSGB Bulletin 6/46]

In fact, the RSGB wanted nothing to do with FOC - possibly
due to the difficulties encountered before the war. In addition,
the Short Wave Magazine, which had taken up publicity for a
re-established FOC, was a new presence in British Amateur
Radio and seen as sometimes being a dissenting voice against the

‘establishment’ view of the RSGB which had effectively
controlled the hobby since its beginnings.

Louis - G5RV, recalls attending the meeting in the Summer of
1946 that re-established FOC after the war. He and ten others,
most of whom had been pre-war members, met at a garden party
at the home of Captain A. M. H. Fergus, always known as Fergie
- G2ZC in Farnham, Surrey.

UK licences had been restored but were initially restricted to
28MHz and the old five metre band, pending vacation of the
other bands by military users.

Following the meeting at Fergie’s QTH, the first announcement
concerning the reforming of FOC appeared in the July 1946
issue of Short Wave Magazine with Austin Forsyth - G6FO,
providing a driving force. The November issue announced the
Rules for the Club with the news that Fergie had taken

responsibility for the launching and preliminary management of
the Club. Fergie, G2ZC - the first post-war secretary of FOC

o

The First Class Operators’ Club
Rules

The Club will be known as the First Class Operators’ Club (F.O.C.). Its aims will be to foster and encourage a high

standard of operating ability and behaviour on all amateur bands.

The F.O.C. will be managed by a small committee elected by the membership. The Editor of Short Wave Magazine (or

his representative) will be an ex-officio member of this committee.

Membership of the F.O.C. will be limited to those who:

a) can send and receive Morse at no less that 18wpm.

b) can work break-in on at least three amateur bands, with ability to QSY as necessary. Break-in single channel working
with VFO is desirable but not obligatory,

c) are prepared over the air to assist and advise newcomers to Amateur Radio.

d) Agree strictly to observe all conditions of the licence.

Operators will be elected to membership on the recommendations of at least three sponsors, who are themselves already

F.O.C. members and have been in contact with the applicant over the air.

The F.O.C. “club wave” will be the 3500-3635kc section of the 3.5Mc amateur band.

Club periods each week will be as under:

a) Tuesdays and Fridays, 1800-2000 hours.

b) Sundays, 1100-1300 and 1500-1700 hours.

F.O.C. members operating on this band during these periods should always sign “FOC” after the call. This will identify

them and enable prospective members to QSO with a view to obtaining a recommendation for election. In the general

interest of the Club, the use of “FOC” after the call is always desirable on any band.

Upon election, a subscription of 3 shillings will be payable. Elections to membership will be notified periodically in the

Short Wave Magazine, and no claim to membership will be valid unless so notified.



The note in Short Wave Magazine also recogmised the difficulties that ID'L. ran inte before the war.

The first point te make clear is that the FOC 15 not a “snob sociery’. [ts only objects are to encourage,
stimulate and preserve a high standard of operating ability and operating bebaviour on all amateur bands.
To this end, membership of the FOC is open to any operators who - 1n the opimon of a jury of three
members - measure up to certain reasonable standards, as laid down i the rules.

[SW 11/46]

The club quickly attracted a good membership base. The first news sheet, produced by GZZC, was published in
Januwary 1947 In fact, this was a ‘Circular Letter’ which was mailed around the relatively small number of
members 1 4 rola system wath mndividual readers able to .appr:nd comments on the various 1ssues alff-l:{tilﬁg the
Club, and with each copy eventually returning to the Secretary. The ‘Cireular Letter’ continued well after the
time that the cumbersome rota system was dispensed with, and when each member was receiving an individual
copy. The prewar ‘British-membersonly’ restriction was not carried into the new rules and FOC quickly
included members in an expanding number of countries. The first USA member, Doug Borden - WIBUX,
joined in Movember 1947 and, by the end of that vear, the total membership was over one hundred.

The first post-war President, who continued in office until 1957, was one of the most famous amateurs of the
tme, Gerry Marcuse - GINM. Gerry was one of the carly amateur radio proneers and many of his activities,
particularly in the exploitation of short waves, were well ahead of commeraal users.

During 1948, the membership increased o a toral of 181 with
forty ‘rotas’ of crcular letters to be argamised each month, This
produced a significant load on rthe Secretary and assistance was
urgently required. During 1949, rhe membership again increased
steeply, reaching 256 by the end of the year. It was at this time
that Hamish Catt - G5PS, offered his help in raking over
production and distribution of the news sheer. It seems rather
strange that no scrious consideration seems, at this time, to have
been given to mailing individual copies to esch member. One
factor was that, until February 1949, there was no subseription
payable apart from a small entry fee. Even then, the subseription
inially introduced was only 2/- (£0.10) per year. It was not unnl
later, after Sran - G2DPY took over as Secretary, thar a realistic
subscription was introduced and the news sheet mailing was put
on to 4 more practical basis.

In those :mmediate post-war years, the Short Wave Magazine did
much te publicise FOC and its activities. It ran a monthly
column with input from the Secretary and spoansored the club by
providing men nbership certificates and dinner menus and die-
stamps for overprinting the FOC emblem on members OQSL
cards. This h-:]]l[-l.l] association continued untl 1931

FOC, during this period, seems to have been very much a “private
members club” and although 1t sought to promote good operating
on the bands by example, it held back from pushing those views  Hamish Cart , G5PS - the second past-war secretary
forward with any force. ?‘Je"‘ ertheless, 1t still found itself under af PO

fire from time to tme, which required the occasional paragraph

in the Mews Sheet,

[ have heard, during personal conversation and (8Os with various non-members, some rather disparaging
remarks about the standard of Qpping ameng the FOC members. T have endeavoured to convinee them
that although the Club is called the “First Class Operators’ Cluly’, they must not expect ro find that the
standard of operating 15, in all cases, up ro that of an Automate Whetstone Transmatter, (how monotonous
if it were!y but that the aim of the Club is to foster and encourage a high standard of operating abilicy and
behaviour on all amateur bands. [t is appreciated that we have quite a number of OTs 1 our ranks and that



their wrists {mine for ong) are not as supple as they wers when 1o thewrr prime; and in consequence their
morse cannol come up to the standard of some of the younger [raternity. However, they got through their
(50s! | suspect that because the complainants are not able to copy these statons fully, they accuse them of
bad merse. This failure to copy may alse be due, in many cases, to the heavy abbreviations, engendered by
experience, and unknown 1o the esvesdroppers. A second thought s that some of the members, when
working overseas members, revert to the other man's language. A well, it takes all sores of people 10 make a
world - even in ham radio. So keep the flag flying!

[G3Ps 8/49]

Generally, the News Sheets reflect overall satisfaction with the running of the Club. There are lots of personal
news items from a membership that is still scattered around the world. They were engaged 1n a vanety of jobs
associated with the armed forces or with the running of the, largely sull intact, Brinsh Empire. There were also
members who had moved from the UK to make new post-war lives overseas, There 15 3 rather cunious immsistence
on the ability of members to operate full breakain and, despite an obvious dishke amongst a significant
proportion of the membership, the Commirree vorting ro retain it untl 1954,

It is strange to note that, at this time, the use of first names 1n Q8Os was not umiversally in use,

One of cur overseas members (European) seems to think thar my frequent reference to members, in the
C/Ls, by their Christian name followed by their callsign, 15 a grand idea and shows the “mateyness’ of the
Club. I've been through my own List and find that T've Q5Ced 183 of our members at varous times and
most of these have given me their Christian names which [ have raken as indicanve of therr wish 1o be
addressed thereby. What 1s the feeling of the membership on this paine? Would you like the other members
to know wours, and when appropriate, to address you as such? Personally, ['m all for it!

[GAPS 3/50]

woand that, even then, the furure of CW was already under discussion,

[ my early days of telegraphy, and that was well over 40 vears ago, I was tald that "Morse’ had had 1ts day
and was rapidly being replaced by other systems e.g S-unit code et ete. Well, I've seen all sorts of these
systemns come and go and although the "good old Morse” 15 not so much in evidence as heretofore, it stll
helds its own and in fact surpasses many of these other systems,

A glaring example of this came 1o light at the later end of Tanuary and in this instance, one of our members
was instrumental in using his knowledge of morse to good advantage. It concerned the Morwegian steamer
RASK, which was on her way from Bergen to Newcastle. In a raging storm, during the darkness, she lost her
rudder and drifted on to the rocks three mules south of Berwick. The lifehaat put aut but could not reach
the ship. So the breeches buoy apparatus was called 1nte use over a distance of some 230 yards, The fourth
atrempt to get a line aboard was successful and eventually all the crew were rescued afrer about 8 hours of
sxposure to the storm. To guote from the Press - “The only contact with them now was being maintained by
a local radio "Ham', 8. Young, {G2YY} who kept sending and recerving lamp signals from the ship.

Well, that was Syd, one of our senior members {(Nr 29) and I'm sure we all congratulate, yes and thank him,
for his effores on behalf of that unfortenate crew. Quite often, we ‘Hams® are looked upon as a nuisance by
certain of the Public, But, be that as it may, | think that the above may certainly be placed on the credic
s,

[G3PS 3/30]

In October 1950, FOC passed the milestone of 300 members. It was clearly well established and here to stay. The
proportion of overseas members had by then grown to arcund 30%.

The ssue of the 300th Cernificate of Membership is indeed a mulestone in the progress of the First Class
Operators’ Club. The fact that FOC members are now to be counted in so many countries of the world 1s
proaf that the principles upon which the Club is based find acceptance wherever there 15 an understanding
of the wue meaning of the Spiri of Amateur Radic.

The eriginal founders of the Club, G3EW and G2Z(} - both of whoem have passed on long since - would
surely approve the cutcome of their own early efforts 1o found an organisation having as its real abjective
the keeping alive of this spirit.



As the Editor of Short Wave Magazine, it has been my pleasure and privilege to be closely connected with
FOC matters since the very beminming. While remembering the past, the issue of the 300ch Certificate is
alse my opportunity to underline what, as members, we all owe to the present executive officers of the
FOC, They labour wntiringly in the interests of the Club, and 11w their effores that have made the FOC the
force it is today in the world of Amateur Radio.

[G&FO 10,/50]

The 30th MNews Sheet appeared in September 1951 and was an approprate tume to review the post-war progress of
the Club. It contained an announcement that the two Joint Secretaries, Fergre - GZZC and Hamish - G5FPS,
would be locking to pass the duties over to a fresher set of hands. It also contained one of the first items from
Bill Windle - GEVG on what was to become one of his favourite topies - actrvity.

Dle FOHC members hibernate, or do they just fade out? Fram a study of activity on various bands, T seem o
hear the same old regulars with scarcely any change. Maybe 1 listen at the wrong time. But [ am left with the
feeling that some of us appear too mfrequently. This brings me to the point, We have, ere long, a Marathon
Contest, How about making a special effort to get on the bands? A few odd half hours would be something
in erder to give the keener members a chance to make a new ligh score,

[GEVG 9/51]

The final News Sheet from Hamish appeared in January 1952 when he and Fergie handed over the duties to Stan

Mercer - GZDPY and Vin Penfold - G3JZ.
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Chapter 2

Sponsoring, Rules and Objections

From its carliest begmnmings, membership of FOC has been by invitation only. It 15 a policy that has, at times,
been controversial, and has sometimes attracted allegations of elitism  and snobbishness. However, the process has
been fully supported by the membership over the years and has proved its worth in ensuring that recruits to the
Club have a standard of operation that is sufficiently high to ensure that the aims and objectives are protected and
that 1t retains a high reputation throughout out hebby.

In the prewar orgamsation, 2 committee of five of the carly recruits was gmven the job of selecting possible
members and the method employed was that Ufany ene of the commitive worked a posible candidate, the callign was
passed ta the ather members wha in trn worvked the nowinated station. [f be passed the test, the details were passed o the
Secretary for action . Club rules, of course, were somewhat different to thase we have today; but the objectives had
much 1 commaon. The early rules state that “she Frse Class Operators” Clud canne fnte existence with the avowed olyect
of taking into membership any amatenr transmitter who, by vivime of his ability as a telegraphist and his general attivuede to
Awnatewr Radio, appeared worthy to belong to an organisation, the aims of whicl weve to enconrage good operating aned the
proper tese of our bands’ The main qualificanion for membership was that a0 code speed of 25uwpm senteling and
receiving is desivable’ but a further rule states that “welephony stations shall be eligible for mennbersiup provided their
technigue is good and orthodox. They will be requived 1o prove theiv ability vo vecerve and senel wmurse code accurately al
noi less ohar 20uwpin . Another quahficanion mentioned is ‘an egperimental intevest i Awmatenr Redio, and on eleciion,
mentbers ave ecpected to observe such potnts of behaviowur as comprehensive and critical reporting, fill techwical co-
eperasion with ether stations and, of course, canrtesy and friendlines. Menders Sailing o conforu, or whese eperating
shews deterioration, are liable 1o be removed frome the voll, though thic can aily be done by a wajority vote of the

Cornraiites

Fallowing the war, FOC had been re-established on somewhat more formal lines than before and a new set of rules
appeared in the July 1948 tssue of Short Wave Magazine. Election to the Clul was to be ‘on the reconsmendations of
at least thyee sponsars, whe are themselves already FOC ievnbers and bave been in contact with the applicant over the arr’

Membership would be lmited to those whao:

e could send and recerve Morse at no less than 18wpm;

s could work break-in on at least three amateur bands, with ability to Q8Y as necessarv, Break-in singlechannel
working with VFO would be destrable but not abligatory;

s would be prepared aver the air to assist and advise newcomers to Amateur Radiog

s waould agree strietly 1o observe all conditions of the licence.

On the face of it, these requirements scemed simple cnough. However, within a year, it was brought home to
Fergus - G2ZC, who had the job of oversceing the sponsoring process, just how diffiealr it was to manage such a
task, There were questions raised over whether a particular station could actually aperate break-in; in the
immediate post-war period, nominations were received for stations that were 'informally’ operating in countries
that were not vet issuing amateur licences; individual members were sponsoring large numbers of starions resulting
in complaints that the standards of many sponsored stations were not up to FOC standards. An immediate result
was that a limit of six was placed on the number of stations that could be sponsored by an individual ar any one
time, So began what has been an almost continuous process of modification of the rules to ensure that
recruitment supports the ideals of the Club and satisties the wishes of the membership.

It was some years before non-UK members began to appear in the Club. This was partly due ro FOC being
relatively unknown abroad. But there was also some feeling that the organisation was, essentially, ‘Brinish’ and
should be kept as such. Bur by the time the membership had exceeded 200, there was considerable nterest
amongst amateurs in other countries. However, the discussion continued - and was especially directed against those
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countries with which Britain had recently been at war. The following note which appeared 1n the News Sheet for
May 1949 shows that, even four years after the cessation of hostilities, there were snill strong feelings.

SpONSering Ci-cnomy cowntries.

Three members have asked the posinon here, whe are more recently joined members of the club. For the
benefit of the later joined, 1 would state that this matter was voted upon by the club, and C/Ls 12 and 13
covered the voting crc. Briefly, it was decided by the members that no Amarteur of an ex-cnemy country could
be sponsored for the club until his country had signed a Peace Treaty with this country. There were other
restrictions voted, bur for the time being, Germany (the country asked sbout) has net ver gor a Government,
and has not signed a Peace Treaty with Britain, so the matrer need not be gone further mro at the present,
though 1t would be as well to add, thac the Club decided that in the event of this happening, a fully licensed
German would have to prove as a non-Nazi and would require five sponsors.

[G2ZC 5/49]

It was not until late 1952 that this policy was reviewed, Bill Windle - GAVG, then Chawrman of the Committes,
penned the following editonal for the September News Sheet. Bill, as always put forward his own point of view in
no uncertain terms, and left the membership in no doubt over which way he felt the Club should proceed.

The question of extending membership to German and other nationals has been raised, and in order to study
the guestion, one of our members whe suffered great hardsbup and privanon, was co-opted to assist the
Committes, Cur task was made much easier with the assistanes so generously given.

It is the considered opinion of your Committee that membership of the FOC should be extended 1o all
Martens, subject af course to qualifications, sponsorship and paving subscriptions. As 2 result of this opinion
all members are asked to signify on the slip at the end of this C/L whether or not they are in favour of 1t

FOC is, of course, a non-political body and should extend the hand of friendship to all who seek 1w -
hitrerness, resentment, colour and creed, have no [:||3-:E i the FOC, and should be put away From s,

Average individuals who are amateurs have much 10 common and the very nature of their hobby indicates
that they have no desire to be at variance with anyone. If the FOC cannot assist n creating and maintaining
friendly relations - the world future is indeed grim! Your decision 1s requested.

The letter from the member who was co-opted to assist the committes is almost too good 1o stuff away 1o a
file and [ would very much have liked o print the whole wxt. From one who had his share of the worst, 1t 1s
indeed a humane and sensible summary and the only reason that it is not quoted is that it mught suggest that
there was some attempt te influence your decision.

[GEVG 9752

The result of the ballot, published in the March 1953 News Sheet, showed 93 cut of 104 who responded, were
favour of the Committee’s proposal and, from the end of the year, FOC became truly open to everyone.

Another ssue which raised considerable discussion in the early days, was the insistence that all members should be
able to operate ‘break-in’. A number of potential members, whao could not operate 1n this mode, were rejected
from the nominations list. The insistence on ‘full-break’ capability seems ro have been one of the orginal “rablets
of stone’ associated with the foundation of the club and one that proved difficulr to change even though 1t
seemed to have little real support. From time to time, it was necessary ro publish a justufication for s
COTLINUAnce,

We are continuing to receive various comments on the insistence of being able to work full "BK" as being one
of the qualifications for membership. Among these, | quote one as saying ‘'l wonder how many members CAN
work ‘BIK'? And another was a homily endeavouring to support a statement that ir is impaossible to work "BK’
through heavy QRM. To the first, T would suggest that ALL members CAN work "B but do NOT always use
it o all communications, | think that COMMOMNSENSE, and that in s broadest sense, should prevail. If
‘B working 15 deemed pecessary, or preferable, then use it - if not, revert to straight back and forth
procedure. From observation, | should imagine, and this is quite a personal opinion, that where members are
well-known to each other *BK' working i invariably the modus operandi but where members are not alwayvs
known ‘BE working 15 not used.
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Both the Hon. Secy and myself ave, perhaps, in an advantageous position with regard to spotting members by
their callsigns but not ALL members de spot each other unless the Club’s slogan is used, or a lead given 1o a
call that "BK" working is preferred. With regard to working 'BE” through heavy QRM, this matter can give
rise to quire long discussions on the pros and cons BUT [ think that it can be summed up as follows: - FOO
members are expected to show good manners over the air and should, therefore, net introduce QRM. Where
such QRM appears on a channel already being used, then a OSY should avord 1 1t 15 i such cireumstances
of QRM that ‘BK” can be used to effect a quick Q8Y and avoid loss of rransmussion due to QRM. [f such
QRM prevents hearing the other station vsing ‘BK' then surely it will interfere with any other transmission
Frozm that station.

The wse of “BK as is, and as has been used in all radic communications and which 15 perhaps not fully
realised by many, may be botled down to a “Rule of the Road” wiz,, 'The Man at the Receiver 1s 1n Control'.
This should be quire obvious as the man on the key has i all bis own way and just sends his signals out on
the ether. The man at the recerver has, however, to recerve the aignals and may have o contend wirh QRM,
Q5B and QRM of all sorts, of which the man at the cransmicter 18 not cognisant. The use of "BK” can prevent
lengthy reperitions and so conserve time and energy. This 15 the experience of many years and is worthy of the
constderation of all members.

[GSPS 11/49]

This requirement for FOC membership continued for 3 number of years. Bur it seems thar it eventually became
untenable and was quictly dropped in a revision of the rules in early 1954 thar stated ‘Bread-in single channel
working with VIFO is desirable fut not obligatory’. This "desirable’ facility was dropped from the rules by 1956,

The work involved in vetting incoming nominations for new members has always had its amusing moments,

Sponsoring Ghosts,

Recently, we put a callsign in the Starred List which was subsequently found to be incorrect. The C/L was 10
circulation when the error was discovered and before a correction could be issued, it was returned with a
second sponsoring! This, on the face of i, looked OK and by the time the nexe C/L was due for issue, the
particular station was fully sponsored! Then, came the rub. We had no name or QTH so no invitation to join
the Club could be sent out, The answer, howsver, came “out of the blue” and ic was * There ain't no such
station’. Perfectly true - because the callsign had never been 1ssued, and yer members had added their callsigns
a5 sponsors. Well, can you wonder that we are continually having to call anennon o the Ruoles? (They are
drawn up for guidance AND adherence). | am not trying to excuse the error made 10 the first place and I'm
certainly not trying o excuse the members who sponsored a “ghost” stanion. [t would, nevertheless, be
interesting to know what the BST, each way, was during their Q80s with this station and alse under whar DX
category could such a Q5O be Listed.

[GAPS 4/50]

By the early 50s, membership of FOC had topped the 300 mark and concerns were emerging over whether all of
these, tagether with the new members joining, could adequately satisfy the objectives of the Club rules 1 terms of
operating skills and on-the-air behaviour. In his annual report for 1952, Stan - G2DPY, emphlasised the
responsibility that each member had for monitoring operating standards and for bringing “transgressors’ to the
attention of the Committee. Tn a revision o the rules in carly 1933, the number of spomsors required was
increased from three to five. With the addition of a requirement that new members should have been licensed lor
a minimum of three vears, the sponsorship rules remained unchanged for a number of years. The club marked
time in terms of membership growth although the proportion represented by overseas members was steacdily nising.

At the time of the transfer of secretarial duties from Stan to Les Belger - G3JLEB at the end of 1936, the Committee
decided to place a limit on membership of 350, In September 1962, this figure was increased to 400 and, in March
1966, to the current total of 500, Many have misinterpreted this as an attempt to attach an air of "exclusiaty’ 1o
FOC. In fact, it was nothing more than 2 move ro mainrain the manageability of the Club.

During 1961, Bill Windle, as President, began ro campaign for a taughm approach to acuvity and invelvement
within the -::]ul;r He solicited views in the areas of the CW speed reguired for a nominee, the period of observation
of a potential new recruit and whether members who had defaulted on payment of subscripuons should be
rernstated without being responsored. The responses resulted 1n some of the proposals being accepted. The new
rules stated that anyone who had not paid his subseription by 1st Apnil weould be struck off the list and would
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require renomination; and the three vear licence restriction was dropped. But the required CW speed remained at
lwpim.

The issue of FOC's close hink with CW has became a little confused over the years. It 1s not true thar the Club has
always been a solely CW orgamisanion. At its ontset, although 1t promoted the use of CW and it was a requirement
that new entrants to the club should be proficient in that mode, it also accepted members who could be
considered to be prinaipally phone operators, provided that they fulfilled the requirements of upholding the ideals
of good operating ability on the bands. It is only in relatively recent years that the ritle of the club was changed o
include ‘CW. and the wording of the rules changed to suggest that a 100% devonon te CW was a prime
[eQUITEITEnt,

As late as 1962, Les Belger penned the following editorial.

The main object of the editenal this month 5 te clear up any misunderstanding about FOC as a OW
Oroerators’ Club, Let there be na douba wharsoever - CW 15 cur main interest, it always has been and will ever
continue as such, The fact that you are a member of FOC means that you must be a good CW operator
primarily, and future nominees must be appraised on their capabilines as CW operators.

However, do not condemn the more adventurous type who cannot resist the thnll and pleasure of operating,
say, 555 on 21Mc's when the band s wide open, or an occasional natter an 80 metres. Some of us may often
be heard using fone but in every case I'm sure you'll find that the first-love’ is always CW.

Personally speaking, | like to operate a station that is “flexible’, Le. ar least five bands in constant use, mostly
CW (but occasional fone to break the monoteny), contest operating, rag chewing, cte. The point 1 am trying
to make 15 that Amareur Radio is & habby [some people seem 1o forger this sometimes!) [ operate my station
for v own pleasure and relaxation and reserve the night to use any maode | faney.

The rules of the Club have been very carefully worded so a5 not to insist upen 100% CW cperatien. The right
of the individual must be upheld and we have no desire to dictate to members upon the mode of operation.
[GITLE 3/62]

Some years later, in early 1967, a difference of opinion seems to have anisen berween Les and Bill Windle on che
subject of CW exclusivity. Bill, 1n his position as Chairman, criticised the fact that S5B contacts had been allowed
to count for the WAFOC award and stated that ‘w was the intention of the founders that the Clik should be o CW-
aperatars club’ although this would appear to have been conjecture on Bill's part as such a supposition is certainly
not supported by early copies of the rules. Les responded in the same News Sheer [4/67] with the comment Jf 7t
s the nrteniiron ;;_If".!.lfrrfr}rfJ:ffr.-_ﬁ tha SO0 shondd be a WS wﬂ'{}' fr beavers sanvae did .‘JJEJ-’ Rat sqy e iz e reles -
restricting it exclusively to CWeaperatorst” A few months later, when Les was forced to relinquish the Secretaryship
due to family and work pressures, one of the first actions Bill took as Secretary was that the name of the club
changed, almost overnight, to the ‘Firstclass CW. Operators’ Club’.

The March 1969 News Sheet carried proposals for a redrafted ser of Rules for the Club which were subsequently
approved by the membership and, with some minor changes and additions, have formed the basis for the Club’s
activities over the past t‘]urt}' Vears.

The Firstclass CW Operators’ Club - Rules of Membership

1. The Clubk will be known as the 'Firstclass OO Operators” Clul™ and s memibership limired o 300, Tts aim will be to
foster and encourage a high standard of CW operating and behaviour on the amateur bands and to observe the principles
of band planning.

2. The Club will be managed by the commircee, one of whom shall be the Chairman selected by the commuittee members,

A President shall be elected every two yvears and take up office ar the Annual Dinner, normally held in Cetober.

MNew members must be able to operate ar a speed of not less than twenty-five words per minute and to operate on at least

two bands,

5. Election ro membership will be on the recommendation of ar least five sponsors from at least two continents who are
fully paid up members. These sponsors must have been in contact with the nominee over the air, on CW, and submat an
extract from the logs showing the date of the Q5O, etc.

f. Entry fee 15 seven shillings and sixpence {£0.375) and the Annual Subseription fifteen shillings (£0.73) payable on the firse
of January each year. Failure to pay subseriptions by the fourteenth of January will mean deletion from Club records, Any

da g
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cases of hardship due 1o prolonged sickness will, however, be considered by the Committee on appeal. Any dues received
after this dare will be returned. A reminder will be published in the November and December 1ssues of the Mews Sheer,

Byv-Rules

¢ Sponsoring: Members are to observe stations over a period befare sponsoring and only those stations known to be able o
comply with the rules to be sponsored. All sponsors to have been members of the Club for at least one vear.

s Objections: Any objections to a nomines, or a complaint about an existing member must be sent o the Secretary without
delay, giving full details. The Commirteee will investigate all such cases.

s  Commirtes: To serve for a term of one year from the month of September and a ballot taken if necessary. The Commitree
will deal with all cases of bad manners or non-conformity with the rules, etc., and if proven will take such action as
deemed to be in the best interests of the Club.

e Special Mote: Members are reminded thar good manners over the air, AT ALL TIMES, forms a part of First Class
Operating. Set an example o others, especially to the novice; let vour behaviour be exemplary and vour operating
technique always be of FOC sandard. Be sure that your nominees measure up to the standard we must retain.

Only two changes of substance were made during the following vears. In the mid-70s, with an everancreasing
proportion of overseas members, 1t was feared that control of the Club might slip from the UK. Accordingly, a
rule was passed ensuring that all committee members and the President must be resident in the UK. [12/75].

The other concerned what Bill Windle saw as the highest priority aspect of club membership - ongong actinty.
After some prolonged discussion 1n the News Sheet, a ballot ship was included with the December 1977 News Sheer
which asked the question Yre you in favour of baving all viembers sending in o recwrn of wmenbers worked during the
year up to 31t December?’ Although, in an accompanying editorial, Bill appeared to be supporting a "Yes' vote for
the proposal, it was, 1 fact, defeated by 159 to 134 votes [5/73]. Letters receved with the returned voring slips
suggested that the onus of proving activity should be put upon those members who were considered ro be inactive,

his resulted in the famous, and to some members the infamous, ‘Rule 7° which stated T Secretary say aik any
trevider b sl Pn}ﬁf'gfﬁrﬂjﬂj;}a 41';_1,.' g,r'ng:.Eq the wiember s wontly netioe wAher s r?_li"‘ 50 wiewbers worked should be
subreiited . [5/78]. The first six member deletions under the new Rule 7 were made in November 1979,

During 1980, there was renewed cmphasis on activity and the nesd to attracr the right kind” of peaple inta FOC.
There was criticism of ‘the old pal’s act” by which it was considered thar groups of members would cooperate in
putting together the neccessary nominations to ‘get someone in’ even though rthey might not sansfy the
requirements of comprehensive activity levels, The Committee passed two changes to the rules thar were designed
to discourage these activitics - changes which are carried forward inte teday’s rules. These were the restriction on
sponsorings from individual members to five per vear; and the requirement that there should be at least two
continents represented with a maximum of three members in any one. Bill continued o train his guns on
inactivity through use of Rule 7. However, it seems that the ballot thar preceded the implementation of the new
rule suggested that the membership was not totally behind too firm a line being raken on acovity levels. From the
August 1980 News Sheet, we sce that the level of adverse response to implementation of the rule, during the
previous twelve months when 65 members were approached over sctiviry levels, seems to have caused the
Committee to decide to take over application of the rule.

By the middle of 1982, 1t was decided that Rule 7 was causing more problems than it solved. The requirement for
a list of 50 members worked seldom resulted in any increased activity in the long run. So the rule was changed to
its modern format, Tu the interests of masntaining levels of activity, vhre Convnitiee iy approach mentbers who appear
to be inactive. [n the absence of a satisfaciory response, membership may be withdrawn by the Committee” [7/82]. Duning
1982/83, Al - G3FXB and the Committee became increasingly concerned sbout the “old pal’s act” and Al quored
one example of having received nominations for a US station [rom [ive other US members, four of them in the
same call area. In the same mail were copies of letters sent by the prospective candidate to two UK members
soliciting support. Although not too many examples had been noted of such blatane lebbying, such actrvities
continued to cause concern. It was very difficult to frame a rule that would trap these actnons. The one action
tzken by the Commitree was, in August 1983, to strengthen Rule 5 with the requirement that at least one sponsor
should come from the UK.



“Lecret’ nomuinations and obiect

There has always been a range of opinion over the degree to which nominatuens should be known to the nominee
and to whart level it is acceptable for a nominee to express interest in becoming a member of FOC. At the one
extreme, at some times during the Clul's life, it has been the policy that nominations are carried out rotally in
secrer, and the first that a prespective member knew about the nomination was when an invitation to join was
received. Under this regime, there were frequent charges that particular nominees were openly soliciting
membership over the air, or had access ta copies of membership lists and were actively pursuing members around
the bands hoping to gain the necessary support.

This was never a satisfactory situation, In more recent years, the policy has been much more open. When a station
is imitially nominated and first appears on the Additional Nominations List, 4 letter is sent which sets out the
procedure by which new members join and which provides background information on FOC. It emphasises the
requirements for maintained enthe-air activity and 2 desire to become involved 1n all the aspects of Club activity,
It points out clearly that the Club is not intended to be for these who are exclisively DX or contest operators. It
also points our that membership of FOC is not seen as a recognition of firstclass operating ability bur that it 15 a
cub that promotes first class operating fy esemple It invites the nominee to consider the implications of
membership and to be sure that a commitment to its ideals will be forthcoming. The issue of objections is
addressed and it is pointed out that existing members have the opportunity of objecting to nominees on grounds
which include poor operating ability and general conduct on the bands,

The handling of ohjections is, without doubt, the most difficult area of Committee zetiviry. The issues involved
are never black and white. If an objection is sustained, the sponsors are, understandably, dismayed. A member
raising an objection finds it difficult to understand why it may be overruled. Before & decision on a partcular
objection 15 taken by the Committee, every effort 1s made to obtain further background information on the 1ssues
involved. The Commirtee is faced with the unenviable task of playing judge and jury on the question. Ultmately,
to some extent, the decision will be subjective. However, the only alternative to this 1s that membership of FOC 15
made open to all comers. But, over the years, the membership has overwhelmingly voted to retain a numbers limit
- not to claim exclusive privilege, but to ensure that the standards of membership and the prestige of the Club are
maintained; although it should be remembered that the onginal rule limiting numbers was established to keep
administration o a reasonable level,

Fortunately, the number of objections is relatively small. This indicates that the nomination and sponsoring
procedure generally works and those that have bren nominared but are unlikely to be able to uphold the standards
of the Club, do nor progress to the point where an objection would need to be considered.

Associate membership

The vast majority of members suppert the policy that FOC should be a club for people who are regularly active
on-theair, and who wish ro remain involved in the range of club senviries. Where a member becomes inactive, the
question 1s raised whether he should continue to hold one of the 500 places in the Club or step aside to allow
someone else in. There are, of course, a number of reasons why someone may become inactive. It could be a
temporary situation caused by family or job changes; it may be somewhat more permanent due to ill-health or
advancing years; it may simply be thar the person concerned has developed other interests which now fill the
available spars time. Additional grades of membership have been developed over the years in an attempt to address
these different sitwations.

Following a 400Himit being placed on membership at the end of 1962, and the Linut being reached carly the
following year, pressure began to grow on those members considered 1o be “inactive’. The first discussion on the
issue appeared in the April 1963 Mews Sheet and subsequent correspondence led to the announcement of an
‘Tnactive Panel” a fow months later. This was formally incorporated into the rules in Apnil 1964 together with the
intention of introducing a ‘proof of acoviy’ plan that would require members to submit a return of at least 50
CW (Q50s of which a specified proportion should be with other members. The joint actions seem to have had the
desired effect with a number of members transferring to the ‘Inactive Panel’ although, with a number who
presumably disagreed with the new rules, resigning completely from the Club, quonng "Inactiwity’. Although the
requirement for an ‘annual return’ appears to have been followed up for a few years, it seems to have been quietly
dropped - probably as a result of the administration involved in checking the returns and following up those who
had not submitted one.
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By late 1968, the membership limit had been raised to 500 but there was a QBX list of 36 callsigns and a starred
list of 40 - so the pressure was once more trained on those that were deemed to be inactive, A proposal from Bill
Windle appeared suggesting a revised requirement for annual returns [11/68] but this does not seem to have been
met with any great enthusiasm. Instead, a revision to the ‘Inactive Panel’ was announced - now to be called
Temporarily Inactive’

[f 2 member is Likely to be inactive for any peried up to s maximom of two vears, vour Committes have
agreed ro permit resignations to cover this on the understanding that the reason 1s given in wrinng to the
Secretary at the outset. This will be recarded and subscriptions and the monthly News Sheet will cease. The
vacancy will be used to relieve the QRX List. When the station ceases to be inactive, he should again noufy
the Secretary in writing when he will be {a) reenrolled, if a vacancy exists, ar {b) placed at the 1op of the QRX
List and take up the Nrst vacancy. Uncil be s reenrolled be cannot take part in Club activities and will not
begin to pay subscriptions tll notfied by the Secretary. He will retain his membership number.

[GEVG 8/a9].

This rule seems to have worked quite well with sustained editorial pressure for inactive members to move onto tlus
list, It also had the effect of eventually filtering out those members who were, effectively, totally mactive. The
January 1972 News Sheer shows deletions of eleven members who had been on the T/T list for the hmit of two
Vears.

In late 1977, a proposal was made ro cater for those members whose activity levels had dropped off due 1o
advancing vears but wished to maintain links with the Club [10/77] and this resulted in the intreduction of the
FOC(R) category of membership [12/77]. However, this facility does not appear to have been very popular with
only twa members apting to transfer by March 1980,

e

opting to transfer to this list and then remaining active. So the list was discontinued [12/80] and the members
rerurned to the active list. This had the immediate effect of inflating the membership total well beyvond the 500
limit and, in turn, placed renewed pressure on measures of activity as a justification for continued membership.

The Committee faced the dilemma of trying to balance the interests of maintaining a high level of on-the-ar
activity with the need to cater for those who were genuinely inactive for a fesporary period. The removal of the
T/1 List did nothing to solve the problem apart from causing the membership rotal to remain well above 500 and,
consequently, there were few vacaneies for new members.

In late 1983, Roger - G3SXW, as a Committee Member, proposed rules for an "Associate Membership’ category
[12/83]. These were well received and passed into the rule book 1n May 1984,

Associate Memberslup (1984)

l. Associate Membership is available [or those Full Members who are no longer in the peosition to operate on the
bands sufficiently for full membership 1o continue but who nevertheless wish to maintain clase links with the
Club. Associate Membership 15 granted only to @ current Full Member as a direct transfer.

2. When rransferring to Associate Membership, a certificate 1s 1ssued 1in recognition of previous service as 2 Full
Member.

3. Associate Members continue to receive News Sheets and are listed in the Club Call Bock and are welcome in all
Club operating events, but do not count for points in the Awards programme or the Marathon. Normal full
subscription is pavable.

4. Assoctate Members wishing to return to Full Membership at @ later date must be sponsored 1n the normal
manner. However, ance the normal procedures are completed, including the three month ebjection pened,
priority will be granted over other nominees awaiting a vacaney. A new membership mumber will be 1ssued.

These rules satisfied the requirement for over ten years, However, there were suggestions for change from time to
time. Some felt thar the rules did not give sufficient support to those longstanding members of the club whe,
through advancing vears or ill-health, were no longer able to be active. There was a feeling that members were
discouraged from seeking Associate Membership as, especially where inactivity might only be for a relatively short
period, it represented too great a break from the Club and raised the issue of furure responsoring,



In 1994, following suggestions irom Owen - GILEZ, the Committee decided to have another look at the Assonate
Membership rules to sce if they needed to be revised to cater for the modern club. Ken - GWIKGY, carned out a
survey with the result that new Associate Membership tules were introduced at the end of 1995, These had the
effect of encouraging members to transfer when they expected to have a temporary peried of inactvity, Associate
Members would be able to continue to take part in the Marathon and would be able to transter back to the Active
List without the need for re-nomination. However, transfer would be at the discretion of the Committee and
would only be for a defined period of tme. This was designed to rainforce the pelicy thar FOG should be an
active club and thar there should be no ‘second class’ of membership for people whe desired the ‘status’ of
belonging to FOC bur were, in reality, not suffictently interested to be active en the air. The Committes also took
the power to grant, at its discretion, Permanent Associate Membership where appropriare. This gave the
Committee the facility to recognise the long standing associanon of 2 member who was physically unable te
continue activity but wished to remain in touch with the Club.

Assooiale sl wle 3. 1995

Members who are, for any reason, unable ro maintain a sufficient level of activity to justify continuing Full Membership may
apply to the Committee for transfer 1o Associate status.

Associate Membership will normally be granted for a defined peniod of time after which the member will be expected to have
resumed a normal level of activity and to be elygmble for return to Full Membership.

However, the Committee will consider extensions to the period of Associate Membership provided that it 1 sansfied chat the
member dees intend to ultimately resume normal activite levels. Where circumstances are appropriate, the Commmes will
grant Permanent Associate Membership,

An Associate Member may, at anv time, apply to the Committee to resume Full Membership. Responsering will not be
necessary but the member will be required te furnish evidence that satisfactory activity levels have been resumed.
Reinstatement will be subject to the overall 300 membership hmit bur will be given priority over new [CHTLEES.

1. Subscription will remain at normal full rate. Associate Members will continue to receive Mews Shesrs, Focus and other
club material,

The membership number will be retained and this will be shewn on all club documenrartion, including the Call Beok,
with the letter *A' appended.

Associate Members may not submut nominations for new members.

MARATHON - Full parricipation is allowed and entries will be accepted.

WINDLE AWARD - The members callsign and number will be shown on the appropriate hsts for information purposes,
bur the member is not eligible ta enter and conracts will not provide Windle Points ro ather members.

6. CLUB AWARDS - Associate Members are not eligible to participate 1o the Club Awards programane.

L
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Chapter 3

The Stan Mercer Years
(1952-1956)

Although Stan was only elected to membership of FOC in July 1951,
by the tollowing February, his offer to take over from l-r:rg::: and
Hamish was willingly accepred and Stan produced his first News Sheet
in February 1952, He was assisted in the preduction by Vin Penfold -
G3]Z who looked after the duplicarion and the mailing.

An interesting item about Stan appeared in the second Mews Sheet that
he produced and which foreshadowed the Club’s furure association
with Lords and the ‘English’ game of ericker.

The spring sunshine brings thoughts of cricket and those of
yvou who are cricker lovers might like to know that Stan, cur
worthy Hen, Sec. comes from a family of first class cricketers -
his father and three brothers having plaved for their county.
Brother [ohn rtoured the West Indies with the MC.C
{Marvlebone Cricket Club with s headquarters ar Lords) and
went back there o coach that wenderful par Valentine and
Rhamadin. He 15 alse one of that select band o have taken
ten wickets in an immings. Stan modestly rells yoo chat lus
achievements do not match the rest of the family. Bur a QRD

chirp tells me he was uscful at most games.
[G3]Z 3/32]

Until recent years, the Secretary of FOC had always been the prineipal
point of contact with members - almost a figurehead. And with the
News Sheet providing most of the communicaton  with  the
membership, the Club inevitably took on something of the personalicy
of the current Secretary. Stan was new to FOC - so came with some new
ideas and fresh initiatives. Under his editorship, the News Sheet became a much less formal and far more personal
publication than it had been in the past. There was a lot more member news and Stan often speaks of & bulging
mail sack and problems with firting everything in. There 15 a lot of operating news - what members have been
working on different bands, new equipment and antennas that have been tested, DX information, and reports thar
perhaps reflect a somewhat broader scope than is the case nowadays - with space being given to actuivities on CW,

Phone and VHE,

One of Stan’s first actions was to end the rora system for distributing the Circular Letter, as the News Sheet was
originally called. In the carly days of the post-war Club, this served a useful purpose in that it kept down costs and,
as each rota started and ended with the Secretary (assuming no-one broke the chain), 1t could also be used to poll
;ntn‘btnh*p OPLILOL OIL Varlous matters. H{JWE".-EI with a membership approaching 300 with over 200 1n the UK,
continuance of this system was clearly impractical. So the subserniprions were increased te six shillings (£0.30) per
vear and everybody then received their own personal copies of the News Sheer.

This increase in communication between "HQ' and the membership very much marked Stan’s secretarvshup. He
encouraged a much greater flow news items with the resulr thar the amount of material for the monthly News
Sheet was usually sufficient to maintain five or six pages. This was, withour doubt, a very positive development but
inevitably raised its own difficulties. FOC has always been arganmised and run h}' voluntary effort - |:|].-' people who
have daytime jobs to go to and who also want to get on the air from time to ome. Wich the increasing volumes of
cm.-s:»pr:mdcucc, it was clear thar, if 1_1¢mh:rbh1]: numbers were allowed to wncrease unchecked, then the role of
Secretary would become impossible.
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Stan produced his first Annual Report, at the end of 1952, [12/52]. Subscriptions had recently been intreduced for
COwerseas Members and Stan thought thar this might lead to some resignanions. He considered that some changes
would be required in the rules of the Club. He proposed increasing the required CW speed to 25wpm; and he
proposed increasing the number of sponsors from three to five. He prased the membership for the amount of
news that was sent to him, enabling him ro publish a regular monthly News Sheet of never less than four pages
with odd issues of six pages. He worried abeut the growing impact that TVI was having on the hobby and called
on the members to ensure that they could conrinue to work at least one band ar any hour of the day or mght.

Summing up - the aim of the First Class Operators” Club is to carry on with the sxisting pelicy of gathering
together a happy family of *Gentlemen of the Air' whe possess the qualities that the title of the Club implies.
It is the duty of every one of us to make sure that we leave no room for criticism either with regards to our
code, manners or ability. [t is , furthermere, the duty of any FOC member to notify HQLif, in his opinion,
any other member 1s transgressing our rules or has allowed his eperating to become a little “rusty”. [t will then
be my responsibilicy, with tact and diplomacy, to bring the offender inte line,

[G2DPY 12/32].

As with all secrctaries, ome of Sran’s biggest headaches was encouraging reluctant members to pay up their

subscriptions at the beginning of each year. Stan tried every [riendly tactic to ger people to pay up, even producing
a rhyming apology from one member.

Mon-payvment of subs! by VSaC0

Drear DFY, [ don't know why I see the dare, 1'm three months late, Strike not my name from Radio’s fame,
I've failed in my subscription. Bur here's my contribution. Keep me a good Club member.

YFou will agree ['m all at sea, Less beer [ fear - about & year My solemn vow, (1it's noted now}

My memory fails description. [s my just rerriburion! “I PAY UP IN DECEMEER!™

Eventually, the Committee was forced to introduce a rule threatening “striking from the hst’ where subscriptions
were not received by the end of June each vear. This sull gave members six months grace and this period was
considerably reduced in larer years.

In eacly 1952, amateurs began appearing on the new 15 metre band, although it was not released in 2ll countries at
the same time, UK amateurs received authority in the middle of the vear and began investigating the new medium
and also coming to terms with the fact that the second harmonic was exactly in the middle of the TV channel for
the south of England. For the first year, at least, the band does not seem to have immediately adopted the cut-
throat DX ractics of the other HF bands.

Returning 1o 21MHz, during the recent short skip conditions on this band, there was quite a reunion with
FOC contacts between European members. Sunday afterncons on 21 seems to be 2 very pleasant affair,
Everyone seems so friendly. Most are cheerfully calling *CQ DX but do not seem averse to chewing the rag
for an odd half hour with a lecal. So many stations appear on the band for the first time and are so happy o
work anvone at all, that the whole spirit of the band seems carefree. In passing, 1 would say that the general
armosphere on all bands seems to have improved and one does not hear so many ‘dogfights’ as of vore. Maybe
when old Father Sel changes his spots, the doglights will return i strength - meanwhile - it is all qurte
enjovable, DX or not!

[G2DPY 6/53).

During these vears, there is ongoing discussion over how the membership was attempting to cope with the
growing problem of TVI in the face of the growing spread of television ownership. This rook place 1n a sitwation
where the Band | TV channels were harmomeally related to the amateur bands. The London transmitter, at
Alexandra Palace, was a particular problem with 1ts sound transmitter on 41.5MHz and vision on 45MH:, Tlis
represented the third harmonic of 14MHz. Harmonic suppression was something new that had to be apphed to
the largely ‘homebrew’ rransmitters of the time. A particular boost in TV sales occurred in the middle of 1953 at
the time of the Coronation of CQueen Ehzabeth ILL
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MNowadays, Louis - G3RV, 15 known to almost every HEF
operator world-wide, for his multi-band antenna concept. Less
well known is the part he played 1n research into TVI
suppression. Without doubt, the work that he did and the
articles that he published played a major part in getting UK
amateurs back on the air and able to operate dunng TV
transmission hours,

In Octaber 1949, Louis presented a paper to the Insttuten of
Electrical Engineers, in London, which speafied the problems
and the technical issues involved with the resolution of
harmonically related TVI This formed the basis for designs for
many “TVI-proof transmitters. In his paper, Louis pointed out
that even though amateur transmatters conformed to the
internationally agreed specificanon for permussible harmonic
content in a4 commercial transmaitter, this was quite inadegquate
to ensure interference-free television reception for even a low-
power amateur transmitter. Thus, amateurs were being asked to
produce a performance from their transmitters many times
superior, in this respect, to commercial equipment. He pointed
out that there was no ‘magic cure’ to TVI and that relief could
only be obtained by careful observance of all the knewn and
described precautions - which he hsted.

Lowis Varney, G3RY

Adequate cirant screemng

Screened leads in circuit wiring and interunit cables
VHF filtering of supply leads

RF by-passing

Harmonic tap circuits
Harmonic filters
High-pass filters for TV recetvers

® & &8 B8

Low level frequency mulopliers.

Far his work related to TV research, Louwis was awarded the RSGB Norman Feith Adams Prize. He went on to
design a number of amateur transmitters that embodied the TVI<hminauon principles. In 1953, he published
designs tor the Flizabethan transmitter which pulled together all the essentials for TVIHree operanion - low-power
multiplier stages, full screeming ete. Preceding, as it did, the availability of commercial amateur radio equipment,
the Flrzabetian became one of the most widely used pieces of squipment ameongst UK amateurs. Clubs formed
project groups to pool resources and expertise, so that as many of their members as possible could take advanrage
of the new ideas. The classic Flizabethan design used a pair of 807s in the [inal with a matching AM medulator,
also using a pair of 807s.

Al - GAFXE, in furcher armacks on TV has now
emerged with a completely TWI-proofed job on all
bands, COMN on s Ocrober 15 the fiest 1y
out. The final, and apparently most impeortant
phase of the T¥l-proofing, was o tetally enclose
the rig in a copper mesh envelope which dealr
with the remaming interference abracadabriaically.

[G2DFY 11/53]

I hawe finished my new 130 warr TVI proofed rig
the “Elizabethan’ and i1's going like a bomb! %With
no ATU or flters, | can ron B0 warts on 40
metres with a 139" lang wire straight on the end
of the Pl-network.

[G2DFY 3/34].

A verv i:u.rlx shul u:r GJF}[B[



In one of Stan’s last major editorials, he summed up FOC in a way that remains essentially true roday.
. 1 3 : )

22

When in Q50 with members, I experience a very warm feeling of friendship and 1t gives me cause 1o
ruminate on just what our club stands for these days. It has, sinee /L Me 1 in the post-war period (circulated
and written by Fergie G270 on 31.1.47) grown enormously and naturally many changes have taken place. The
membership at that date was 14, today it just tops 300 and the C/L 15 number 96 - four o go for the century.
Membership is spread over 42 countries. Studying our very simple rules, | think that the following extracts
stand out Rule 1 “Tts aim will be to foster and encourage a high standard of operaning ability an behaviour
on all amateur bands™. With the large amateur population of today and the new technigues produced, 1 think
that we are best able to interpret this rule simply by conducring berween ourselves and non-members, a slick
procedure and using fluent readable code. We can hope that these whe need improvement will try to emulate
the same methods, Heaven forbid that we imagine that all the first class operators are enrolled under our
banner - this would necessitate a membership of several thousands. In our small way, however, we can help by
keeping our code and operating clean and endeavour at all tnmes o give no cause far criticism o any respect
Rule 3¢ states: “are prepared aver the air to assist and advise newcomers to amateur radio”, This nowadays 1s
nat so easy outside the local clubroom. With the C&G [the UK theory test board] examination necessary for a
licence and also the services training usually obtained in morse, modern newcomers are apt to come straight
on the bands armed with pretty good equipment and knowledge.

1 should say that FOC has grown into a friendly bunch of operators througheut the world whe take pride in
belonging to aur fellowship and are happy and willing 2t all nmes to indulge in a FOC ragehew. | have found
this myself. Strong friendships have been created over the air with Allan - Z55AM, Enc - Z82BC, Doug -
VIMEL George - ZCAIP, Lucia - CRTLU, Vie - WHKFC, Dave - WERA, George - YOIRF and many others too
numercus to mention. What do you get out of FOC? Just this friendship and knowledge that you can let rip
at a good operator and have a snappy ragchew whenever you hear a fellow member. The C/L is issued each
month and may perhaps seem tedious o some of vou. But it is a means of keeping us i touch with one
another. This is something that the clubs who merely issue 2 membership certificate, and leave it at that, lack.
Mavbe when lim 7BE moves to a new QTH atop a hall vou, personally, couldn't care less - bur, there are most
certainly a few of hus pals who did not know and are plessed to hear about him. Short of wying e emulare
the technical magazines there is not much else one can do with a bulletin, Heowever, here we are at the
approach 1o the century - the way littered with stencils and empty ik containers and still going strong. Each
year, we lose a few for various reasens - especially around subseriptions overdue time! To compensate, we
always take in encugh to keep the total around 300, 5till with us are Mos 1. 2, A4, 7, and 8 - GAFCO, G20,
GOEND, GEVG, G3RV and G2V - 1o fact all the “voung number’ “old timers”. | find, and [ am probably in
closer touch than any other member, 4 sense of comradeship and an eagerness to help one another in any way
possible. Two recent examples come to mind. Hamish - G3FS, when he first entered hospital, was so
inundated with phone calls, letters etc,, that the authorities found it necessary to ‘clamp down’. Locia -
CR7ILU, who is 10 a very difficult location for obtaining spares, appealed via the G/1 and receved a complete
£l by return from [im - W5FXN; additionally, George - GICED, Al - GIFXE, and others offered assistance.

Perbiaps adherents of top band and 80m may look askance at my almost complete absence from those bands.
Amateur Radio is primarily a hobby to be indulged in whatever medium one enjoys most. In my case, and
many others, it 1s DX, yet others like ragchewing on 80 or 160 metres. Some spend their time evolving
wonderful TVI proofed rigs with which we less technical operarors rake in the DX during TV hours! More are
busy with Clubs and Sociery administration - others write DX Bulletins, experiment with two metre
technique, help with RAE, further the cause of QRP etc. Each finds fulfilment in his own way and 15 under
no obligation to rry and cover the whole field. One thing is certain however - that when two FOC members
make contact, there is always something to be said and it is generally said in a speedy and efficient manner.

During the annual “Marathon” we meet many members whe drag themselves from other duties and hobbies
and come an 80 for a quick 73 with the gang By sponsoring the very best and be sure about this - by
forwarding your ohjection if you see a “wrongun' on the Starred List, and by living up to the title of our
club - thus will a long and successful life be guaranteed te FOC; and further, by keeping the intake to
reasonable limits, it will ensure that a sparetime secretary can keep a grip on things. There 1s nothing to stop
us swelling to fourfigure membership - except commen-sense! Carry on gang, and rest assured that FOC is
flourishing in a quiet and steady way without the aid of ‘aspirin’, ceruficates erc. And, if the other chap
doesn't sign FOC - don't warry, he is probably one of the modest types who fortunarely are the backbone of
Amateur Radio. Fergie - G2ZC, our co-founder, ex-hon secretary and now Viee resident, always sumimed
FOC up in ene word - inatiness’,

[G2ZDFY 7/55].



At the end of 1955, Stan published what was to be his final Annual Report. The Club had 312 members, wich 208
in the UK and 104 Owerseas, Stan felt that the time was approaching where 4 limit would need to be placed on
numbers and theught that this should be 350. Also, as demands of a full-time job and & young family grew, Stan
announced that he would be looking for & volunteer to take over the sccretarial duties in 1956, ' s think that mew
.fl)jllr}ﬁlf"?r .!.!J'ﬁi'r.llld fl’i‘{" S gﬁ‘{.lﬁll _ITJ'E‘.TTIIEJ{I'-JF HI_J'F Cﬂ.“gll. H.”l":lll .Ir ‘:‘E’.’ﬁl&'}'l’?fl‘ f-l[:'!'l'i!‘i"-rr e, ’

It was to be almost another vear before thar volunteer came forward in the shape of Les Belger - G3JLB. 50 5tan
was able to publish the 100th News Sheet - 2 landmark in the Club’s post-war history that brought congrarulatory
messages from many members. Also, before he handed aver the job to Les, Stan had the sad dury of marking the
passing of one of the Club’s vice-presidents, Hamish Carr, G515,

It is with the profoundest regret that 1 have o notlfy you of the loss of cur Vice-president, Hamash - G55,
whe died after a heart amack on the morning of the Sth June 1958, 'Hamish® was the nickname of an
intervationally known and respected amateur of the highest standing. The callsign CXD was allotted to him
in 1904 when the Wireless Telegraphy Act come nto Foree. He held commussened rank in the Mavy, Army
and Air Force as well as his connection with the GPCF and the Minstry of Supply. G305 had lived in 52
countries and could speak just about as many languages, One of the features of our Christmas C/L was always
the Christmas Greetings page which was from a stencil cut by Hamish and on which every FOC members
could find a greeting in his own language. Even Mandarin Chiness was scripted! Hamish was a ‘trueblue’
OV man and never used other than a straight kev. His hobbies included - besides amateur radio - weaving,
bee-keeping, philately, modelling, joinery and the work he turned cut on a stencil with his style was truly
artistic and tvpified the 100% efficiency and perfection that he always demanded, and got, from his efforts. It
15 not perbaps s well known that at tenmis and badminton, Hamush, in his vounger days, was a player of
county standard. He got grear joy from watching International Rugby on TV but claimed that he was a sure
sleeper after ten minutes of a [cricket] test match! From the day | took over from G5PS and Fergie - G2ZZC,
Hamish was ever ‘on tap’ for advice and [ do not think [ am betraying any secret when [ say that Hamish,
who was a perfectionist, never hesitated to let me know when 1 was straying off the wack in any way! After
pursuing semething [ had written four or five times, 1 would still be rather dubious as to whether or not it
would pass the eagle eved perception of GSPS! It was all in good cause for he was a wholehearted and
enthusiastic supporter of FOC and the success of our club meant a grear deal to him, It is to Hamish that we
owe the idea of a regular ‘first of the month’ bulletin and other things that we now take for granted - all
started from the time when he was, with Fergie - G2ZAC, cowditor and secretary of FOC, T cannot pretend to
cover a fraciion of his wast experiences and interests; 1t would make an mnteresting book | am sare, to cover
his very full life. Even whilst in poor shape - due probably to his being inveolved 1n the Harrow train crash af
a few wvears ago, Hamish always atended the R3GB Exhibinon and FOO Annusl Dinner and ir was a
warming sight to see him with his crenies G2OQB, GIDQ etc stretching his legs from the comfort of a chair
behind some stall or other - watching the new generation of amateurs pouring through the stands.

[G2DPY 7/36].

Stan's contribution to the Club was substantial and he was honoured by a Viee-Presidency in 1957, He was also
presented with an autographed Certificate in recognition of his valuable service by the new President, Bill Craig -
Gel], at the 1956 Annual Dinner.






Chapter 4

Dinners and Socials

It is difficult ta say exactly how the idea of social ger-togethers arosc. It certainly represented a change in direction for
the Club and, indeed, for the hobby. Up to then, social contact between amateurs was fairly restricted. Widespread car

ownership was a thing of the future and permna] contacts between amateurs did not go much bevond meenngs at the
lecal club ar at the RSGE Amateur Radio Exhibiton, held annually in Londen.

The London Dinners

The first suggestion for a club dinner appears in the Circular Letter for April 1948, with the suggestion that a group of
London members might form an Organising Commuttee for such an event. This idea received a lot of support and a
date of Saturday 30th November 1948 was ser - this coinciding with the last day of the RSGB Amateur Radio
Exhibitien in London, Interestingly, the membership were asked to vote en whether or not they were in favour of
‘..having a dinner for members only or to include guests sucl as owr XVis et The first announcement also set an
overall partern that would survive over subsequent years - L.t will be an informad affaiv, with ne set speeche, which will
give everyone wore chance to ragehew and get 1o Enow eacl other vather than be ghied 1o 2 chair while folk sprr yarns

Meg Mills, GIACC, took on the organisation of the first Dinner which was held at the Strand Brassiere, a restaurant in
the West End of London, with a price tag of seven shillings an sixpence - £0.37 in modern rerms. By September, all of
the 50 seats were sold and the membership had voted to include XYLs but not ather guests. The evening was voted an
instant success and there were no doubts thar it would become an annual event. Evert, ar that tume [2ZXEF and
eventually DJ0X], had the honour of being the first overscas member to attend a FOC Dinner. Toasts have always
formed & part of formal and semi-formal dinners in Britain - a tradition which semetimes puzzles wisitors from
overseas, At this first dinner, the roasts were identical to those we drink today - to "The King', to “The Club', and to
‘Guests and Absent Friends’. The GWeOK Cup was presented to the Marathon winner who, for 1948, was Jack
Wakeman, G4FN. It 1s recorded that ﬁ}]lmmng a suitable speech of acceptance, Jack filled the cup with "hooch” and 1t
was then passed around like a loving cup’.

The GWEOK Cup for the 19350 Marathon is presented 1o John Heys, CIBDQ) at the Aldwych Brasserie by GIMNM,
Looking on are Hamish, G305 and Austin Farsyth, GGFO.
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Ericouraged by the good response to the first Dinner, the Committee decided ro move ro the Aldwych Brassiere,
another West End restaurant, which could accommaodare up to onc hundred people. Unfortunately, a booking for the
corresponding Saturday in 1949 was not passible and the Club had to be'content with the Friday evening of the RSGB
show. This proved to be a discouragement and only forty people attended. An early booking for 1950 ensured that the
room was available for the Saturday evening and good publicity in the Circular Letter pushed numbers up to sixty-six.
However, it became obvious that there was only really enough interest in the Dinner to attract a regular attendance of
around forty to fifty people. So in 1932, it was back ro the Strand Brassicre for the next seven years, apart from 1955
when the room was not available and the Club had to go to the Roval Hotel in Russell Square.

This first dinners seem to have been verv enjovable affairs, being principally a mesting of the members from the
London area, althaugh Evert continued to visit the dinner each year. Dinners have always provided an opportunity to
recognise individual contributions to FOC. One of the first of these was at the 1951 dinner when Fergie, GZZT and
Hamish, G3P% retired as joint secretaries. In addition to presents (of a silver cigarette box to Fergie and an electric drill
set to Hamish) Bill, G8VG, had Drganiscd framed cernificates 5'15:1:»;3' I:.:,.- rhe {'|.|';'1],.- members at the dinner. In the early
days, the Club was run very much by the Secretary and, although there was an elected Commitree, there do not appear
to have been regular Committee meetings. So the Dinner provided a good opportunity to discuss 1ssues concerning the
development of FOC and also to hold what passed for a mineAGM.

Eventually, it was decided that guests {other than XYLs!) would be made welcome at the dinner and this, rogether with a
rise in the number of overseas members attending, prompred a search for a larger venue. In 1959, & move was made
back to the Aldwych Brassiere which was deemed to be ‘'more amenable’ and attracted 38 members and their guests
which included Karl Mosley, WOFQY, and Jim Macintosh, VS1AA (GM31AA), both well known for their work with
antennas. The venue was not available for the following vear so a move was made to the Shaftesbury Horel which
proved even more attractive and where we stayed until 1967, apart from 1965 when a prior booking at the Shafresbury
meant a move back to the Aldwych for a year,

P

The 1965 Dinner at the Aldwych Bragserie. Centre and lighting his pipe is Tommy G60B. To his left are Monica
and Peter, GIEDXUVK2ZBIMN, Tep table lefr ro right: Les, G3JLB; Mes and Bill Bailey, G2QBs Bill, GBVG and
Muriel, In frant of the deor o the righe of Muriel is Les, GSLC, Immediately in ling wich Les are Joan and Vie,

AV Sporting 2 beard on the cxrreme left is Mike, GIKMO: and rwo places closer, a very young looking GO

By the mid-60s, FOC was a well respected organisation and the number of overseas members had grown quickly. The
annual dinner had become established with a regular attendance of around 40 members - not a particularly large
gathering and still principally catering for members in London and the surrounding area. However, the growing
prestige of FOC was such that many well known guests are recorded as joining us. At the 1966 Dinner, for example,
visitors included Roy Stevens, G2ZBVN - the RSGB President, Bob Denniston, WONWX - the ARRL President, Ted
Truszkowski, OD5LY - the President of the Lebanese Society and ONAVY - a past President of UBA. At tlus dinner,
FOC presented the ‘Thomas Memorial Trophy’ to the RSGE through Roy Stevens, in memory of Tommy Thomas,
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G6OB who had become a silent key earlier i the year, The G6QB Trophy would be competed for annually in
conneetion with the RSGHE TMHz OV Contest.

In 1962, the membership limit had been raised o 400 and in 1966 it increased to 500, This reflected a general raising of
the interest level in FOC and this in turn showed ieself in a Lift in the numbers who wanted to attend the annual
dinner. A record number aof 62 came to what was to be the last dinner at the Shaftesbury Hotel, in 1967, Bill Windle,
GEVG, who had taken over as Secretary during the year, decided that 1t was time that the annual gathering exrended its
horizons and he determined that 1968 should be the vear to look for new pastures where the club would be able to
properly celebrate the its post-war coming of age and its thirtieth yvear of overall hife.

So was born the annual pilgrimage ro Lords.

The announcement for the 21st Post-War Dinner appeared in the August 1968 News Sheet and was followed by
intensive publicity during the following menths. If he had lived in later years, Bill would obviously have been snapped
up as a marketing copy-writer. fe [Lords) is beyond dawbt a beawrifid place wath a spaciows r’J'l-'i'I-'i"{i; room and {wnge,
_-:Jr:,!.g-.-rmu.a’.e'} .:m:.m::.-v.!’ Light smesic will be played during the afiernoon and wnil Dinner. Part of the carpeting will be taken up
and dance wnsic will .-"x: played afier Dinner uniil we close at widnight. The bar will be apened at 5.30pm. The lonnge will
have plenty of ron for these of us whe wish to ragebew wivthout any discomfort from the dancers

‘Lords” in 5t [ohns Wood, London - principal venue for the dinners since 1968

The 1968 Dinner was an outstanding success with a total of 184 artendees. Following a suggestion by Ellen White,
WIYYM (later WIYL), Mort, W2JDL (W2NZ) organised group rravel on a charrer flight to the UK which brought over
30 members, X¥Ls and guests - beginning a long tradinion of cross-ocean visiting to FOC social events. After the
Dinner, Bill's skills with words continued, '/ cannor fope ﬂ?rﬁ!frrrdﬂ_r}' fiy dwite ﬂj-ifjf .'ﬂ-:l.?i'r’flt’rﬁ:‘af-gff-mg&"ﬂfwr an e Tl Ootaber
F968 ar the Lovds Cricket Grovnd erj'.r:!:?'h:.'.r-r-:.‘e'i:';rg Suite. Of the place, [ am abnost lost for words good enough w describe it
Wonderfilly carpeted, splendidly firnished and very spaciows. an ideal venne for our purpose. The service with afternvom teas,
the lavge bar and the belpfiiness of the stafl was eceellent. A peep throngh the s.ff'fﬁﬁg ddoors of she Lounge into she Dining Rovus
wes breathiaking, so beautifully Pmparm“ The tnval weas very good and the sevvice was the fimese it fas ever feent any good fortsne
1o experience. | am sure all wie atterded were fnpresied by she officiency af the stafl and I am pleased 1o say that we shall be
;"J.::-Hr,l".rrﬂ.:g' the Dinner i 1969 ad the L"J‘}EEPJ'I{IE‘E



In his first speech to a dinner as Secretary, Bill emphasised the strong
role that FOC had established in the world of Amateur Radio and gave
notice of the strong leadership that he intended to exert. This year will
be vecovded in the Bisiory of FOC as the greatest guthering ever aned a new
addition is the introduction of a book recorvd of all swho attended. Had ths
started 21 years ago, we would have bad a vecord af all the great names wiho
Dave wade FOU what it is today. Nevertheles, this new vecord will be kept
in the FOC arehives and brought ont amnually for furdher signatures and
callsigns and in another 21 years, wmembers will be able w check vn whe s
sl in the Jrasi T L A J."i'rr’.-'."-'i.'.".fl what it set out to do fr 1938 and that
s to imeprrane e standard aof CW aperating, Evidence of “thiv can be ieen
i J_rf;ln'},-(; My we have j,?_l-rr'.-i'.::}- ;",I'J.-z-:ss.e:l}'.:w" stations or our (X fst and
frirther 36 on the Starved List . The wype of members we wani are CW
sypes, and the type of wiember we ger is in the hands of the wembers thanselves, We conld do swithout the station whe fuse wants
another certificate and the station whe wanis to get d certificate and then to go 2l 351 ot forgesting the mernbers we already
have wha are seldane an the aiv. § aim to pet FOC a really active Club as whilse 1 bold the position T am holding at the present
time, | will do ey devinedest vo do so.” [11768]

Bill, CEVG s]’.n::l.lting at Lards

The first dinner at Lords also seems to have seen the introduction of that which no FOC Dinner can do withour - the
raffle. However, although raffles are uniquely British affairs, it was not the British who started 1t! Again, from the
Dinner write-up, ‘Many thanks are due to [im, WEEXP, who produced several itews for ralflimg. He catight s on one foos @
we had to barvrotw the tickets from the Manager. We made £8-14-6 for the Club. Next year, we shall not forget to melude a
raffle for the XYLs also. It 55 the OM at fasls - he should have thonght of it himself!

Thus began a long line of Dinners at Lords, which continues to this day. For the next twenty years, up to the end of the
eighties, dinner attendances averaged over 170 with peaks of 207 in 197% and 255 in 1988, both anniversary years.
Visitors included an increasing number of overseas members, especially from the USA. An onssite station at Lords
became a regular feature with GB2ZFOC on the air at the 1969 dinner and the two club callsigns G3YPB and GATOC
being used in later years. This activity came about very much as 2 result of Ron Stone, GIYDX and later Ron Lindsay,
G3KTZ, with willing helpers, being prepared to turn up early in the morning and clamber across rooftops to put out
the antenna. Walter, DLIPE, kindly produced a picture brochure of the 1975 dinner which was circulated with the news
sheet and which was followed up with similar brochures from Lords and other dinners up to the time that the club
magazine, Focus, began publication,

There was @ small blip in the smooth runmng of the Lords history 1n the mid-7Us.
Following a vear which became known as the ‘Saddle of Lamb saga’ when the meal
turned out to be more saddle than lamb, and with a disagreement in the next year
between Bill Windle and the management of Lords, the Club made a rather
precipitant move to the Clarendon Court Hotel for the dinners in 1976 and 1977,
This proved to be very much ‘out of the {rying pan and into the fire’. The dining
room at the Clarendon Court was not big enough to accommedate all those that
attended and the social space was limited, particularly in 1977 when it had to be
shared with a stranded planeload of Japanese tourists. With the resulting move
back to Lords for 1978, Bob Le Page, GSADE (GOADE) tock over from Ball the
responsibility for the arganisarion of the dinners,

Although the eriginal concept of the dinners was to have a ‘matey’ evenung
without long speeches, they did not always escape controversy. Apart from Bill and
later Al Slater taking the opportunity to emphasise their strongly held wiews on
topics such as sponsoning and activity, there was a leng tradition thar the
Presidential Chain of Office would be transferred at the dinner and that the
outgoing President would, at thar time, be able to voice hus personal views on how
the ¢lub should develop, At the 1976 Dinner, John Bazley, GIHCT, on finishing
his term as President, voiced some very controversial views that included proposals
that the Annual Dinner should rake the form of an AGM wath an election to fill
some of the Committee places; that Committes members should receive pmd Bob Le Page, GOADE
R DIETISES] that the membership Limic should be extended IJE‘;-'IJtld 500, and that
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once a person is clecred to membership threugh demonstration of the required qualities, he should be able to remain a
member regardless of activity levels. These views proved to be very much a red rag to a bull and Bill Windle provided
an immediate and robust rejection of all of the proposals. The resulting ripples took some time o sertle down and 1t
was resolved that action would be taken to lessen the potentially controversial nature of speeches ar furure dinners!

2

Ower the years at Lords, one of the most pleasant
aspects has been the development from what was
originally a Saturday evening dinner towards an all-
weekend event. This has, without doubt, attracted
many of the regular overseas attendees. For a
numhber of years between the mid-seventies and
mid-cighties, Jake, GIAAQ and Nettie ran a
popular ger-together, for overseas members, 1n the

=W,
ﬂ Midlands en the Friday before Lords. This was
Y

usually at their own home but on occasions at the
local willage hall. These gertogethers are fondly
remembered for the good food, good wine, and

%-* me _' e oy -q"'l"--i -2 Jake's jazz expertise on the piano. When ill health
i » ; H L s 4 Fh forced them to stop, the Friday gathering for
Pn.l':rLva Fridn‘n" ;g:.l]'leriug Al E-;EUE}; QTH LVErECa s l:llf]'ﬂbfl'-&i fﬂ]’.lt;ll.'l.'l.ltd al 1ht hﬂ]nﬁ ﬂf G].".fi.i,

GABULE, 1n Sussex,

The Saturday, itself, developed into an all-day event. The rooms at Lords were open from 10.30am and many friendly
lunches have been emjoyed at the Lords Tavern - the pub immediately below the Banqueting Swite - and at other
locations in the neighbourhood, Seme cynics have, from time to time, suggested that it was essential to arnive in time
for lunch in order to ensure ‘at least one good meal during the day’! With a large reception room available 1n addition
to the dining room, Lords has, over the vears, proved an ideal lecation for our type of event,

Mast overseas and many of the UK members have always stayed the night at nearby hotels where FOC was able to
negotiate favourable rares and where the management were sympathetic to the needs of late might seaahsing. In the
early days, this was the Ambassador Hotel in Lancaster Gare. But this burnt down in 1971 so the FOC gathering
relocated to the somewhat closer Clarendon Court Hotel. Tt is interesting to sec that, at that time, 2 single room with
shower cost £3.90 per night or £8.80 for a double, including full breakfast. Also available were sauna baths, massage and
beauty treatments although there 15 no record of how many FOC visitors used, or needed, these facilites.

The Clarendon Court was unable to accommodate the large number of members who wanted to stay overnight for the
1978 dinner and the averflow found a fnendly welcome ar the Colonnade Hotel, alse quitt close to Lords, Tlas c[ml_‘klj.-'
became the hotel of choice for the weekend and soon displaced the Clarendon Court. This was not so much as a resulr
of superior accommadation, indeed the decor was somewhar eccentric in places. But the family who owned and ran the
hotel proved to be exceptionally friendly and, of great importance, were happy to keep a bar open virtually until
daylight appeared. Over the vears, many regular FOOC visitors were welcomed back time and time again, almost as
friends of the [".|:|[11']}'.

'\I-"TL'J1W¢IDE|.‘ - the Slater’s home in Suszex Ar :"-x-’}-ch“rggd: in Oeraber, ic ::lw,q:,',s. seems to he sunny
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The Sunday afrer Lords has rraditionally been the day of a party hosted by the Slater famaly. Although most will
associate this with unexpected sunny October days at Wychwood, their home at Maplehurst in the weald of Sussex, the
parties did, in faer, start in the late 60s when Al and Maud lived at Southwick, on the south coast. The idea of a Sunday
gathering was prompred by the growing numbers of overseas members that were beginning to artend Lords.

The 1983 Dinner proved to be something of a turmng pont, not only for Lards, but for the Club tself. Bill Windle,
GEVG, had been the architect of the modern dinner - turmng it from a Saturday evening gathering of local and semi-
local members, to & central part of the club’s annual activity. The idea had spawned a number of other FOC dinners,
and Bill and XYL Muriel had attended the North American dinners in 1971 and 1975 as guests of the US members. In
the early eighties, it was evident that Bill's health was [ailing even though he was always able to muster the energy to
pursuc his vigorous campaign on behalf of activity levels. Ar the 23 Dinner, the outgoing President was unable to
attend and it fell to Bill to propose the teast to FOC and to instzll the new President, Louls Varney, GSRV. It proved to
be Bill's last public acr for the club after an close involvement with its organisation during all of the post-war period.
Bill died just a few weeks later at the beginming of December.

The organisstion of the dinners by Bob - GSADE (GOADE), and Al Slater - G3FXB and Maud was done on top of all
of the other seeretarial duties. Eventually, in 1987, it was decided thar it was unreasonable to expect a single individual
ta run all af the club’s varied activities. A change in organisation meant that each Commirtee member took on the task
of managing a specific area of the club. Colin - GIVTT became the Social Secretary and, in this role, organised Lords
for the next six years, followed by Dave - G3SYM for 1994/95 and Bob - GIHZV for 1996/97.

; ‘ﬂ- 4

Three of the recent arganisers af Lords, Cao

Over the past ten years, the format of Lords has remained essentially unchanged - everything coming together as an
extremely enjoyable weekend. There is some concern over falling numbers with the average arrendance down to around
140, mostly due to increased costs both of the dinner itself and of accommodanon. The RSGB currently holds an HF
Convention which is usually on an adjoining weekend and adds to the attraction for overseas members. A range of
additional activities have been organised - tours for the ladies, barge trips along the canal, lectures and shde shows,
committee farums, CW speed trials, guided tours of the Lords Cricket Ground memorabilia, and limited exhibitions of
CW relared equapment.

What of the future’ Lords seems to be living on borrowed time. Commercial pressures mean that it 1s diffieult for
organisations such as ours to find a venue where we can organise a economically viable event. Owners of such venues
look for the commercial conference package trade which would cost many times the amount thar we cucrently pay. [tis
often suggested that a meve out of London would realise 1 more cconomic alternative - but investigation of such
alternatives only reflects the verv good deal that we are currently able to negotiate with the management of Lords -
larzely due to our long standing custom. But it is, perhaps, only a matter of tme before this reasonably happy
arrangement is displaced by new, more ‘commercially oriented’ management. At that time, it will prabably be necessary
to look for a completely new structure for a UK based annual FOC event.

Harrogate

The ‘Merthern th—Tugr[]l{“rs’ i1 Ha:mgdtc bc;g.a[l as nformal m-.t{“tinga of members at the Crown Horel 1in 1937
However, this was not the first attempt to arrange @ FOC social event ‘up North'. The newsletrer of March 1951
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includes a note that a number of members e.uppnr:ed such an idea, the secretary was prepared to lase on the
arrangements, and it would give an opportunity for those members who t.-:_wl.c.l not arttend the London Dinner to have
their own gettogether. As it rurned out, Hamish - GSPS, only received two replies and commented - ‘I propose
introducing them to cach other so that they may have a rére-d-tére at a time and place to suit their mutual conventence!’

However, with a much mors maobile population, the Northern GerTogethers’ very quickly became the ‘Harrogate
Dinners’ attracting a large attendance for a weekend around the end of May or hfummng of June. Mike - GIIGW and
Pete - GIPDL undertaok the arganisation and, for the second meeting in 1988, 73 people sat down ro dinner imcluding
the whole of the Committee,

The Harrogate weekend quickly formed its own distinctive personality
as a weekend away. Although not far from many of the industrial cities
of the North of England, Harrogate has long been famous as a spa
town where our Vicrorian and Edwardian ancestors came o partake of
the medicinal properties of the warers. The Pump Reom ar Harrogate
was built in 1841 and houses what 1s reputed to be rhe strongest
smelling sulphur spring in the world. Naturally, the worse the taste, the
better the potential benefit and ‘taking the waters’ was an essential part
of daily reutine for visitors to the town. In 1897, the Royal Baths were
u;;.];-:;u:{] which allowed visitors to bath in the waters 2s well. These
remain open and offer Turkish Baths, sauna, massage and various
beauty treatments. Like other spa towns, Harrogate became an
extremely fashionable place and the houses and public buildings
reflected a very grand style. Today, it remains a popular tourist centre
with good shopping facilities and easy access to tourist spots such as
the Yorkshire Dales.

Mlike Whitaker, GAIGW

Although the first three gatherings were held at the Crown Hotel, since 1990 they have been held ar the Imperizl Hotel.
Many of the visitors make a weekend of it and arrive late Friday afternoon in time to make up parties to go oul to
dinner at one of the rown's many excellent restaurants. alurda}r provides time for a lirrle tourism or shopping and
mayvbe a visit to the famous Betty’s Tearoom. The &arur:] ay evening dinner is typically a very informal atfair with no
b]}ﬂ_‘,[hrh ar raffles - just a convivial dinner followed by even more convivial gathering in the bar! Mike and TPete
continued to orgamise the dinner unol 1996 after which Thave - GIRXP took over.

The first recorded social gathening of TOC
members outside Europe took place in March 1963
when an informal supper was held for Morme
Myvers, VEKIVDM, at a restaurant in Manhatten,
Meeting with Maorrie were WIRAN, WIWPO
(WICW), WIYYM (WIYL), W2HAQ (N2LK),
W2IDL (W2NZ), W2MUM and others, It was at
this meeting that Ellen White, WI1YYM, suggested a
charter flight arrangement to enable US members
to attend the 1968 FOC Dinner in London, This
suggestion was taken up by Mo, W2ZJDL, whe
organised a party of some thirty members, XYLs
and guests. It was, however, another five years
before a regular US Dinner became established.

MNew England

During the October 1972 ARRL Convention at

arryt ’ y 1 L * " . i
Group ousside the Holiday Inn, Spring Valley, 1973, Left to right, sunding, Tarrytown NY, there was a FOU hour, during

KATD. WIAO, WOAE, WIHZY, WIRAN, W2HAQ, WAIDIC, W2AIW, which it was decided to hold an annual dinner with
WIACW, WABJ, W2SAW. Knecling left to right: W3NZ, W1T® a venue in New Jersey or New York. The March
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1975 News Sheet carried the announcement of the first ‘Mini-Dinner’, to be held at the Holiday Inn, Spring Valley NY
on 19th May and organised by Heinz W2HAQ, The weekend turned out to be anything bur a mini-dinner with 103 in
attendance the special callsign, WEF2OC; and with Al and Maud Slater beginming what was to be a constant flow of
members ro dinners on opposite sides of the Atlantic. During the dinner, Heinz was presented with a Certificate of
Merit ‘in appreciation of his zeal in calling together the biggest social gathering FOC has ever had anywhere other than
at Lords’. A further three dinners were held at Spring Valley up to 1976 with attendances averaging above minety, and
with the last of these being organised by Mort, W2NZ. However, clashes with ather functions at the hotel dictated a
change of venue.

Responsibilicy for the orgamsanon of the dinner passed to
Howie, W1HZ and, for the next three vears, the dinner was held
at rhe (_:‘.ll.u_ht',r Inn, Vernon CT. The formar of the dinner
expanded to a ‘weekend event’ in 1978 when Bob and Ellen
White, W1CW/ WYL, held open house on the Friday evening
and Pete and Bobbie Chamalian, WIRM/NWB1ADL, on the
Sunday. This location also proved to be vather noisy with bands
plaving in adjeining rooms; so the search was on again for a
mare suilable venue.

So the dinner came to Danbury in 1980 where it stayed for the
next ten years and, in 1982, evenrually deciding thar it was
sutficiently established to promote itself from the "Min-Dinner’
to the Merth American Dinner. The Ethan Allen Inn at
Danbury proved to be a very satisfacrory location. It was well
placed between Boston and the MNew York area, had good
accommodarion and there were no clashes with other functions
in the building.

C:l.l.'hu:ﬁng in honour of GEVG ar the home of Bob & Ellen
Whire in 1971, Left to vighu WYL, VEINW, W2IAGW,
WABIH, KIZX, “WaMUM, 2MEL, GBVG, WI1LWA,
VAN, WIPL, N2DAN, KIZZ, WIEAN, W2HIL

Those who attended the dinners at Danbury recall them for their
friendliness and their atmosphere of & ‘family reunion’. The
evening of the dinner would kick-off with the cockrail hour
around the poal. The increasing flow of overseas members meant there were always new faces to he matched to familiar
callsigns. The food ar the Ethan Allen was always good. The Dinner itself presented an opportumty for visiting
members of the Committes to speak about the orgamsation of the club and to make awards and presentations. From
198] onwards. the pieture brochure was introduced which showed the rest of the membership what they were missing!
There are many fond memories of the hospitality suite organised by Nap - W4DHZ, Dick - W3PHZ, and Lin - N4L5. A
combination of 2 bath filled with ice cubes and beers and Nap's tasty smoked fish provided a very unique quality to the
evening, The Sundays are remembered for the drive from Danbury out, through the beautiful countryside of MNew
England, to ‘Pete & Babbie's Do’

For the final two years at Danbury, 1988/89, Pete and Bobbie Chamalian took over the organisation. But it had become
clear that it was too much to expect the total organisation to be handled by a single person and, following an open
forum 2t the 1989 dinner, it was decided to form a management committes io orgamse future cvents, The first step was
to poll the North American membership on what they wanted for an annual dinner.

Wasluneton DO

The organising Committee, which included N3JT, N2UU, K5MA, K2ZVUL WIRM, WERIADL, K7GE and K3NA,
negotiated a good deal with the Ramada Hotel at Tysons Corner, close to Washimgton DC. The location has proved
idez] for attracting overseas visitors with its proximity to major tourist sites such as the Smithsonian, the Mational
Gallery of Art, Mount Vernon, and the White House, not to mention the large shopping malls in the immediate
vicinity of Tysons Cerner. In addition, the weekend has always adjoined that ol the Dayron weckend making it
attractive for overseas visitors to do ‘the double’.

In the nine vears that the dinner has been 1n Washington, 1t has maintained a morc or less constant programme, apart

from 1997 when it moved to the Marriott Hotel, also in Tysons Corner. Although it was thought, ar the time, that this
move might be permanent, the Marriott management had other 1deas. They decided the FOT gang was oo noisy and
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would not accept a booking for 1998, So it was back to the Ramada, now renamed the Doubletree, where new
management and upgraded hotel rooms meant improved facilities.

Many of the overseas visitors arrive duning the preceding week and take
advantage of the casy Metro transport into the Ciry to make the most of
the attractions. The weekend really starts on Friday evening with Jim
N3JT's block booking at the local Tizza restaurant and the opening of
the hospitality suite where the ice bath and the smoked fish follow the
tradition set down during previous vears in New England; and the
station provides contact with the outside world.

Saturday morning secs groups of wisitors either at the shopping malls,
more tourism, or just taking 1t easv and socialising. A cocktall hour
precedes the buffet dinner w]p:n: the qualicy of the food has always been
considered excellent and the quantinies leave visitors feeling a little guilty
at not being able to do it full justice. Our dinners inevitably run on Jim - N3]T wich Mick - G3LIK

tight financial budgets so the raffles provide a lhttde fun as well as

helping things to break even. The DC dinner s no different in this respect and benefits from the on-going generosity
of the individuals and erganisations that regularly donate the prizes. The short formal part of the dinner enables
visiting Committee members to provide an update on current FOC 1ssues - and tor awards and Marathen presentations
to be made. Then 1t's back to the hospitality suite to continue the ragchewing - with it usually being the small hours
betore the last stragglers reach their beds.

The Members Forum on Sunday morning 1s the time that the Dinner organisers can obrain some feedback to help with
planning for future years. It zlso provides an informal opportunity for members to raise issues with the Committee
members who are present, and to discuss the policy direction of the club.

Whien the dinner was located in New England, the open houses provided
on Sunday were a great attraction. The orgamisers of the Washington
Dhinner have, from the outset, been fortunate in the generosity of Fred
Laun, K320 and Semporn, and Frank Deneven W3LPL and Phyll, in
throwing open their houses ro visitors. So afrer the Members Forum has
finished, it is into the cars and off around the Capital Beltway to the
K370 QTH which lies just across the Potomae river in Maryland, Fred's
set-up is an outstanding example of what can be achieved in what 15
really a semisuburban location. The continuing success of K3ZO in
contests is a testament to its operational efficiency. Fred's family and
friends alwavs provide a most emjovable barbecue in the garden and, with
luck, the weather 1s dry and the sun shiming.

Sunday lungh ac K380

Then, after lunch, it is back onte the Beltway and vp to the north of the city to the W3LPL QTH which Lies in rolling
open countryside between DC and Balumaore. First time visitors to Frank's are always stunned as the rowers appear on
the skvline. The afrernoon begins with a walking tour around the estate to sec what new antenmnas have appeared over
the last twelve months; and to admire the wire 80metre quads slung between the rowers, the l160-metre four-square
array, and 1o remark on the professional level of engineering associated with all of the installation.  Another surprise
awaits the visitor when he gets to the ‘shack’, In the basement under the house is one of the largest mult-operator se-
ups anywhere, with full operating positions for cach band and move - 2 huge high-voltage rack mounted supply 1n the
corner that supplies the individual band linears, and the next-door sleeping room for use during the multeop events.
Wany visitors to this and similar stations in the US are prone to dismiss it as the simple application of millions of
dollars. Nat sol Tt is the result of vears of planming, dedicated application, and above all, hard work! Upstairs, good
supplies of hat coffee and cake are on hand and Phyll and the ladies chat and admire the views over the countryside.

By late afternoon, some of the weekend wisitors are beginning to make for the airpart as tomorrow 18 Monday and, for
many of the US members, a working day. By the time the FOC convoy gets back to Tysons’s corner, the size of the
group remaining at the hotel is much reduced and, by Monday morning, it is really just the small number who are
staying to do some more tourism. Like most of the FC )C dm:m:n»1 ‘D’ becomes a pleasant habit and people just seem
to be able to find a reason to come back cach year - maybe a ‘convenient’ business trip - maybe an extension to a visit to
Dayton. Either way, it's 2 good example of the ‘FOC Family in action.
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Florida

The Florida Dinner began in 1990 and was intended as a get-together for the FOC members in Flonda, Ken and Mary
Ryden, KAOHG and KB8ONV, arranged an attractive deal at the Wilson World Hotel 1n Kissimmee - close to all the
Crrlando tourist attractions such as the Magic Kingdom, MGM Studios, Sea World and a comfortable drive from other
centres such as Davtona Beach and Cape Canaveral. The first week of December 1s low-season’ 1n Florida and the hotel
rates are particularly atrractive. For the first dinner, a family room was available for 545 a might - amazingly, in later
vears, this reduced ro $35. The hotel was almost empty and there were good facilities in the shape of a large hospitality
room and a private dining room. The first dinner attracted 35 members, XYLs and guests, although none from overseas.

Howewver, vou can’t keep good news quiet for teo long. In the following
years, with cheap airfares available from Europe, a week or two in
Florida just before Christmas sounded like a very good idea and the
dinner began to attract many FOC visitors from Europe. As annual
numbers rose towards sixty, the gathering became oo large te fit 1o
the private dining room and the dinner had to move into the main
restaurant and, to some extent, compete with other guests at the horel.
Mary and Ken continued to do a great job in publicising the event
until they were overtaken by ill-health. At this pont, Ellen, WIYL, took

d over the arrangements up to the 1996 dinner. This included the period
A happy group in Orlando . Left w righe G3ZYV, during which she and Bob, WICW, relocated from Homestead o

N40O, N4TO, G4BKL, W1YL, VAICH, WBKJP, Tampa following the disastrous hurnicane which destroyed their home.
M4L5, GABUE

As with other FOUO events, the Flonnda Dinner has, over the years,
developed from a Saturday night dinner into a full weekend event. The hotel will extend their special rates cither side
of the weekend and this provides a great apportunity for visitors from further afield to link a visit to the dinner with
days at the surcounding tourist attractions. An annual tradition has become the Friday night visit to "Charleys’ - one of
the top steakhouses - where Vic - N4TO, challenges the rest of the party to compete with ham in demol:shmg one of
Charleys’ 320z T-bone steaks. Saturday morning gives us the chance to visit one of the shepping malls, parts of the
DhisneyWorld or to go to the huge radio surplus centre in Orlando.

The Sarurday evening dinner is always a very informal affair and 15 followed by the usual late evening fand carly
morning) social session in the hospitality suite, managed by Ink- N4OO, and Chas - VAICH. In 1994, Bob and Ellen
White opened their doors (quickly dubbed ‘the White House') for a Sunday gettogether and this has proved an
extremely enjoyable extension to the weekend.

Unfortunately, Wilson World has, in recent vears, contracted with package tour operators in Europe; with the result
that the hotel is now very crowded and the dinner has to additionally compete with karaoke in the atrium. Se the time
has come to move on. Chris - KAEFZ, and Bob -W4V(), who took over the organisation of the dinner for 1997 have
negotiated a desl with the Holiday Inn near Orlando International Airport. This will provide mueh improved facilines
and comfort; and the move looks as 1f it will ensure the continuance of this increasingly popular annual event.

The West Cosst Dinners

These began in 1984 as an initiative from Tom Gallagher, N6RA, who organised the first dinner to coinade with the
DX Convention at Fresno in California. In succeeding vears the dinner followed the move of the convention to Visaha,
Although it began as a fairly small gathering of members for a Friday night get-together, by 1988 1t had grown to an
attendance of 43 which, that vear, included Al and Maud Slater. The evening included a shde show from Al and a 'FOC
trivia quiz’ organised by Dave, KaDDO. For the first ime, a FOC Hospitahty Suite was available dunng the
Convention weekend, Since then, the dinner has continued to provide a convenient mecting point for FOCers
attending the West Coast Convention, From 1990 to 1997, the Dinner was organised jointly by Tom and Enc - WeDU.
Bruce -M6NT took over for 1998,
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The Continental Dinners

The first suggesnion for a dinner on the Evropean continental mainland was made by
Evert, DIOX], in September 1984, He proposed holding it in his home village of Asendort,
near Hamburg, at the end of May, The first of four dinners held there berween 1984 and
1987, was orgamsed by Evert, and attracted hetween 50 and 60 people. The centre of the
weekend was the ‘Zur Heidschnucke' hotel on the outskirts of Asendorf and about a male %

from Evert’s QTH and about four miles from the home of coorgamiser, Ernst DLIPM.
The local Community Hall was also made available for the weskend providing plenty of

space for the social scene and for DX talks by Baldur, DJ6SI. On Saturday, the ladies were E T E PTAL
taken on a horse-drawn tour of Lueneburg Heath in warm sunshine, typical of this part of DINMNER

the world 1 late May. The Saturday evening dinner greeted the Burgomaster and the

Remistrar of Asendort as special guests and there was considerable toasting te FOC and to *ZUR HEIDSCHNUCKS

the various groups of members who had travelled from the various European countries.
The Sunday again dawned clear and sunny, giving ideal conditions for the barbecue at the
Community Centre where the menu included ‘five different tvpes of large and meaty
German sausages’. By chance, the local football team was plaving a team from Yook,
England who were surprised to find unexpected support from the considerable number of
UK wisitors. In the afternoon, the party moved to Evert and Helga's house for cake and coffec. DROFOC/T was
activated to a background of Jazz.

SATURILAY 36 PAAY 1505

An eady menu from Asenderd

This first dinner ser a partern for future years - in general, warm and settled weather - a chance to see previously
unvisited parts of Europe; an opportunity to coupls a visit to the dinner with a touring holiday around a broader area
of the continent.

Two tollowing dinners, 1n 1988, and 89, were orgamsed by Baldur, DJ63], and
held at the Park Hotel, in Bergheim, near Cologne. They followed very much the
style established in Asendorf with the Ssturday devoted to socialising plus visits
to local tourist spots including the cities of Cologne and Dusseldorf., On Sunday,
there was a barbecue in the woods followed by coffee and cakes at the home of
Baldur and Christa.

For 1990, the weekend was organised by Herman - DJ2ZEW, at Trer, in southwest
Germany, on the River Moselle, and close to the border with Luxembourg, Trier
15 one of Germany's oldest towns and was, in past centunes, the Roman ciry aof
Augusta Treverorum and, in more modern times, has been a considerable centre
of wine-production. So it was natural that the weekend would include wisits to

g local wine cellars with the opportunity to sample some of the products, Other
Baldur - DJ65I arcractions  included visits to the Roman remains in the ary, shopping
expeditions for the ladies or a visit to the aircraft museum at Hermeskeil. The
dinner, at the Blesiusgarten Hotel in Trier, was attended by nearly fifty people and included FOC members from eight
countrics. The Sunday brunch was organised by Helmut and Margot and took place at & nearby "Rentanlager” - the local
riding club. This was followed by the traditional coffee and cakes at Herman’s QOTH.

It had been hoped that it would be possible for the Continental Dinner to move around to different areas of Europe.
However, there were no takers for the 1991 Dinner and it fell to Evert, DJ0OX], to make arrangements a1t Asendorf. The
weekend seems to have passed off as the usual happy and successful event. It 1s rather interesting to note from the write-
up that “a toast was propased to the Queen followed by toasts to the various Heads of State by @ member from that
country’ - clearly a very patriatic evening. Evert took the opportunity to remind members that although he was fully
supportive of FOC meaning ‘Friendship over Continents’ he hoped that there would be little support for the
alternative ‘Federation of Contesters’!



1992 saw the lrst Conlin to be held outside Germany, [ was
organised by Andy - F2MA and rook place at Ostend 1n Belgium, «
ferry port on the North Sea coast that provides good links to the
UK. A highlight of the weskend was the hospirality shown by the
‘Radio Club of Qastende” who rthrew open their premises to the
visitors and joined in an extremely pleasant social gathering.

In 1993, the Dinner moved ro rhe pleasant Dutch town of
Vissingen, another port closely associated with ferry links to the
UK, and known in much English literature and tn many English
paintings as ‘Flushing’. Many of the visitors, including the writer,
made a holiday of it and explored the interesting coastline between
Amsterdam and Vlissingen, along which one 1s constantly reminded
of the neverending fight of the sea ro reclaim the land. It was at the
dinner on the Saturday evening that the President for the year,
Robbic - GM3YTS, was paid whar must have been for him, a very
unexpected complement. Frans - PAOINA, revealed himself to be a
keen bagpipe player and launched the evening 1in company with the
Interscalots Pipes and Drums. Later, the hosts were, presumably,
flattered by Colin - G3VTT, who thanked rhe organisers on behalf
of all the visitors - in Dutch! The food ar the Horel d’Orangernie 1s
remembered as a delicious example of Duteh cuisine. PAGFOC
provided comtact with the outside world throughour the weekend.
Plans to held the following year's dinner in Berlin did not
materialise so Wino - PAOABM, stepped into the breach and
organised a second dinner in Vlissingen. With 43 in attendance, 1t
seems to have been just as successful as the previous year.

Fenata - DJ95E, 1= a regular visicor o the Conlling

o oo
A ConDin Reunlon b}-‘ Les Easter - G3JHF

by Little story really begins at the e of the ConlDin in Vissingen. Bul
to put veu in the preture, [ have 1o go back almost a life-rime.

On the 4th Seprember 1939, [ joined the RAF and abour a menth later, |
was called to Blackpoel to do my inmizl traning, (Square Bashing!), |
then went to Yateshury and was posted 1o 214FMS Sgn ar Steadishall in
Suffolk in April 1940, [ was there for three years and in Apnil 1943, 1 re-
mustered to WOM's course to Cranwell, Bob- LAZUA, was there at the
same time. But [ am digressing - those six vears would fill a book!

I was eventually demobbed 1o Febroary 1946 and whilst on leave, T was
offered a job in charge of a small POW camp at an eld country house
called “Beaupre Hall” in the willage of QOutwellin, Norfoll. My work was
to supervise and allecate the 'boys” to farmers 1n the area who had
requested labour. Apart from just one, a 'Hitler Youch type’, | dadn’t have i fLFpeh
any problems with any of them. A land-line to the local military police : A

removed this “thorn' within ten munutes. Les Easter - G3|HF

[ lived with them and got on well with them all, and with one in particular, who was of the same age group and
had been a2 WOP in the Lufrwaffe, and therefore had a lot in common with me. He was shor down over the
Maginat Line area in June 1942 and had been captured by the American forces. He had been shipped to the USA
and then back 1o the UK in 1944, His name was Harald Kobel and T last saw him in 1947, but T know he was
repatriated to his home m Sonneberg which, in 1948, was in the Russian zone of Germany.

Harald sent a short note to my parent's address 1o let me know he bad made 1t back 1o Sonneberg all right. T was
moving arcund a lot at that time and as everything waz being severely censored by the Russans at that time, we lost
touch with each other, Before the was, Harald's family business had been a toy factory.



o 1988, [ was telling chis story to Baldur - D651, at the Asendorf ConDin and gave him Harald’s name and town,
When we visited Baldur's home in 1988, while attending the ConDin, Baldur told me that he may have found my
friend, Harald. [r was @ toy shop listed under the name “Annie Kobel’, Harald's mother. Baldur telephaned the toy
shop. The call was answered by Elspeth, Harald’s wife. The resulting conversanion raised Baldur's celephone Bill a
lirtle.

Jovee and 1 had decided to attend thas year's ConDin in Vlissingen and then rravel on ro visit Harald st his home.
S0 on the Sunday afier the dinner, we set off. We stayed the first night ar Paderborn and the second in Oberhaof
and got to Harald’s home about midday on the Tuesday where we stayed for five days and were made very welcome
- four meals a day, and cake for breakfast! 1t was a great reunion for Harald and for me and they could not da
enough for us. After almost half a century, we met once again. It was grear, especially as neither of us thought n
would ever happen.

Harald teld me thar after the takeower by the Russians, the factory was seized and the former owners were put to
work there for S00DM per month, It was a very tough Forty years for them and they staved in mest of the time,
hardly daring ta converse with their neighbours in case something was said that could be misconstrued by the army
of occuparien, who had very lictle mercy. But now it is all over and they are very content and happy together. We
tried to persuade them to visit us in England for a holiday but Elspeth has never flown and Harald was unwilling
to come without her. So 1 guess that was our last meeting. [ had my birthday over there and Harald gave me a
superb locomorive which had been made in their factory. 1 never thought | would make it to see Harald again, but
I am so pleased that [ made the offart.

—o0Ooo—

The dinner returned to Germany i 1995 with Klaus - DESEI organising the events for 95 and %6 at Undeloh, a
small 200vear old village in the Liineburger Heide wild-life reserve about 30 mules south of Hamburg, Lincburg
Las been a famous for s saline springs for over 1000 years and became a very prosperous town through the salt
trade. The weekend took our members back close to nature! Events included a visit to the local farrier to sec horses
being shed. This was followed by a horse and carriage nide through the nature reserve which ended at a restored
village called Wilsede where there 15 a museum charting the history of the willage, shops to buy souvenirs and a
hotel. The Saturday evening dinner was followed on the Sunday by a visit te see cooking i a traditonal clay oven
- a backefen. The socialising at the Undeloher Hot Hotel went on unul 2am.

For 1997, it was the turn of Halger - DK4LX, to do the honours. There was a total of 40 attendees at the dinner
which was held at the Baeder Park Horel in Fulda - about 55 miles northeast of Frankfure. As usual, the Saturday
was devoted to informal socialising. There were visits to the local tourist attractions wlich include the cathedral,
built between 1704 and 1712, and the castle where those who bothered 1o chiml the stairs to the top could enjoy
not only views over the town bur alse a display commemeorating the life of the radio pionees, Ferdiband Braun,
who lived in Fulda at the end of the last century.

Herman - DJ2BW and Margot took over the organisation for the 1998 Dinmer when it returned to Trier afrer an
absence of eight years, The sixcourse dinner, at the Blesius Garten Hotel, was supported by over 50 members, X¥Ls
and guests. This was followed by the rraditional Sunday gathering at Hermann's house. Over the weekend, the
callsign DEOFOC was on the air and the special DOK 98FOC was 1n use
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Chapter 5

The Les Belger Years
(1956-1967)

Les officially took over as Secretary from Stan Mercer on 10th
November 1956 and produced his first *C/L" in December. It
contained the results of the 1936 Marathan, a writﬂ—up an the
1956 Dinner, an item on the opening of the Y0MHz band n
the UK, and a note that the Committee had decided to place &
350 upper limir on membership in order to imit the load on
the S:Q‘rtl.s:y.

The first ssue of 1957 contained the sad news that Ferge,
G2ZC, had died on Christmas Eve after some years of 1l
health.

It has been a sad wear indeed for FOC 1o have lost
borh Hamish - G3PS and Fergie, who rogether laid
the vervy foundations of our Club. Fergie, m 1944
revived the FOC and panstakingly laboured
throughout the first few years entirely on his own to
establish the Club. His great wish, always, was For the
Club to be ‘matey’ and FOC was a great part of his
life.

Les Belger - G3ILE

There were so many aspects to lus hife thar o0 would
be impossible to touch upon them all He was
interested in anything and everything - from how to build a garden wall | properly - through Peetry to Radio
Engineering - he was AMIRE, 2nd his interest in anybody who was an expert in any partecular subject, was
immense. So far as we were mainly concerned, he was v all a First Class Operator to the lerter, His code on
hand-key or semi-auto was perfect as was hig prur_tdun:. | remernber a few vears ago thar his sele sim when on
the air seemed to be in making QSO: with beginners, and he took a huge deliglt in casing down ro about
12wpm and rag: chewing, even if it took an hour or more to get a few sentences across. He thought this more
indicative of a first class operator than tearing off strings of 35wpm ncoberence on an el-bug.

Fergie devored much time to the study of the meaning and purpose of life, and was very sure that he had
found the correct philosophy. As he was so right in more earthly problems, | am sure that he also had the
answer 12 this

Many of us knew Fergie very well and 1 am sure that all the members elected during his reign as Honorary
Secretary will agree that all of FOC is in being entirely as a result of his great ¢fforts.

[G2DPY 1/57].

The next few years were to be outstanding in terms of radio conditions and actrvary wath the highest sunspot levels
ever recorded producing propagation that has never been forgotten by those that experienced them. The increased
activity quickly led to a ORX list for membership, These were quiet years for FOC so far as discussien on club
orbammuun went. Perhaps the sparkling band conditions kept everyone very sanisfied with life, Despite the lack of
pnhuull issues in the News Sheet, there was plenty of news coming in from members covering DX news, antenna
and technical articles and so on. The size of the News Sheet increased from rwo to four pages cach month,

Jim Price, W5FXN was & regular contributor to the News Sheet, There was usually a paragraph  containing DX

wnformation and, occasionally, an item on his approach to FOC, The following, which might be judged somewhat
idealistic by modern day standards, was well received by the membership at the time.
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| am fortunate that my job requires me to spend better than half of my time visiting busimesses catering to
amateurs and representing my frm at bameaffairs such as ARRL Conventions. This means that | meet a
terrific number of amateurs. OFf all those pins, buttons, badges, tags etc, that litter my bureau drawer, my
PO badge 15 always in my lapel. Invariably 1 oam asked the guesnion: "What is FOC¥ Mot long age 1 was
asked this by WIDX of the ARRL HQ stall. This set me thinking - obviously we have net done an adequate
public relations job. OFf all people, an ARRL HQ-man had never heard of FOC. Now | take great pains to sell
FOC, s purpose, and its aims whenever | am asked abour the strange badge 1n my lapel. [ncidentally, the
discussion with By Goodman lasted well over an hour and he was most impressed. So, What 15 FOC?

FOC s more than a Club . i0 s a way of Life, a camaraderie, 1t is an organised effort to demonstrare that
which 15 good for all BY EXAMPLE.

FOC means more than a clean CW operator capable of transcribing 60wpm in old-English characters with a
&" brush, FOC means a <lean signal, a willingness te QRS to dwpm for the strugeling beginner, a helpimg
hand to the aspirant down the street, a feeling of oneness with all who would see the level of amateur radio
rise, FOO 13 not a reward, ir 15 a goal,

FOC after your call is not a boast; it is an tnvitation to all others to emulate and therefore a responsibality
equal to the privilege. ‘FOC should not mean thar the member can boast of five friends that wanted ham o
ioin the Cluby it must means- ‘here 15 a man 10 whom we have found the qualities thar make him a desirable
advertisement of our whaole'. FOC means then, that not only did this man receive the endorsement of five
whe inspected him minutely from many different viewpoints, bur also that another 399, through their
acquiescence, considered him worthy, Thus, the responsibility of slection 15 upon us all; it akes but one
‘black bean” and each of us s uniformly guiloy when a member is asked to resign for reasons of bad conduct
over the air. The FOC limited roster of 400 places FOC membership in the position of being the most
difficult achievement 1n all hamdom.

This is not snobbishness for 10 is a basic fact that mankind strives hardest for those things which are all
bevond his capabilities. It is through this fact thar even those who do not pass our review have benefited from
the effort, and contributed to the common good.

Summing up, FOC is many things- Character, Integrity, Compassion, Educanion, Discipline, Chariry, and
Fratermisatien. [t 1s traly more than a Club,
[V&5FxRN 11,/59].

In May 1961, another of the early leading lights in FOC and one of the true radio proneers became a Silent Key,
Gerry Marcuse, G2ZNM was President of the Club up to 1956, Gerry’s overall influence 1o the hobby had been
almost without parallel and was recorded 1n News Sheet articles written by GoCJ.

—ooloo—

G2NM by GOCJ.

There 15 a metal plaque on the commemaorative sear, presented by the RSGB, which stands ouside the church
at Bosham, Sussex where 'Gerry’ spent his last vears. There is a similar plague on his former house "Coombe
Dingle' at Caterham Surrey. His story is so well recorded in many other places that 1t 15 not easy to find any
original matter for this tribute but pechaps a few persenal reminiscences will help,

Gerrv was born in 1884, the son of 4 city merchant, and was tramned as an engineer, He was badly burned in a
hoiler explosian, and bore the marks of it for the rest of hs hfe. We typieally remember him in his famous
berer, which he alwavs wore when his more formal covering was not essential. He obtamed an cxperimental
leence i 1913 and served in the 191418 war, Shortly after the war, he appeared in records when he became
2NM. By thas time he had taken owver his lace father’s business as 2 seed importer and s position gave him
the kev to places where he could larer be of remendous help to the amatear movement,

[ 1924, he appeared a5 the Hon Sec of the Radio Transmiteers Saciery, with Capt lan Fraser as President, one
of the several competing clubs which developed in the early 19205 and which through the effores of Tugh
Pacock, Bditor of the Wirefers Wirld became amalgamated into the T&R Seenon of the RSGB. The Wiredos
Warld had for many vears been the official journal for all amateur bodies. But Gerry had felt that one of the
handicaps to progress was the lack of their own means of communication to the members. o with H. Bevan
Swift, G2TT, who was by now Chairman of the T&R Section, the T&R Bulletin was born, with us lirst edinon
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appearing in Tuly 1925, The two men carmnied mast of the cost of running the RSGB between them, but i was
growing now and na few years woul ce with a pand Secretary,

. R . -
H =} ] i § = | b P,

me af the equipment he used for

1924 with

2 L SR i . o - 4 Lo
The equipment wsed by Gerry Marcuse in

_ G2NM, with so
which he made the first two-way contact on shore waves broadeasts 1o the British Empire, the first of which tnok
with the west coast of America, place on lat Seprember 1927,
[Phata RSGE] [Phote RSGE]

1925 was a momentous vear. Amateur Radio had become an international phenomenon. Communication was
becoming possible with other continents for those who had managed to wrench permission to 'go abroad’
with semething hetter than a ten-watt licence from the authorities, and even for some who hadn’d (The sun
may have helped but they didn't know abour sunspors then). Gerry had met Hiram Maxim, the President of
the ARRL, and went with him 1o lead the Britsh Delegation to the Caonference in Paris where the
Interpational Amateur Radie Union was founded. The short waves had been extended to us (some of us) via
45 merres and 23 metres,

Many well remembered amarteurs contribured to the great awakening 1n radio during those two or three years
after the 200 metre rransatlantic weses, G2MM made great contmibutions, He had become the link beowveen the
Rice-Hamilton Expedition mto the interior of Brazil and the Roval Geographical Sociery 1 London. He had
communicated with the US Navy en route from Australia to Honolulu. He made contact via shorowaves with
the Maval base in Hong Kong and set an example by bringing home some traffic to the Admiralry in London
in one dav instead of the three or four davs it ook over the longwave circuits. For thas, he receved a
commendaticn from the Admiralty, and from the Post Office, who added that if in the course of this
experiment he had exceeded the rerms of his licence, the matter would be overlooked!

His speech transmissions had become known around the world, by the public as well as by amateurs. He first
realised the potential of Empire Broadcasting when an amateur in Bermuda re-transmitted some of his signals
o other amateurs in the West [ndies. There was a growing demand from the Empire. His first request for a
permit to carry out experiments in this direction was refused on the grounds of copynight. He overcame this,
by sticking to the terms of his licence, and emploving artistes and well-known persons direct and
cammunicating o a specific station abroad. A station was set up in the Savoy Hotel in Londen and later on
1 has home 10 Caerham.

The first transmussions included speeches by Capt lan Fraser, President of the R3GE, and the High
Commissioner for Australia. His later concerts were re-broadeast in the Public Services of the Dominions and
Colonies, After much difficulty, he finally obtained a licence, with of course extreme himutations,  do
experimental broadeasts and these started in 1927 and conrinued for two years. One month after hus start, the
EBC began rests using the Marcom station G35W ar Chelmsford, but it was not unul 1932 thar the BBC
Empire Service started, and then Gerry was told o go QRT. The cost of this great venture was met from his
own pocket and was said to have amounted to £6,000 - a forrune in those days, The site at Carerham was
FO0M above sea level and the aerial 2 ‘zepp another 1006t up. The station, when [ saw it later at Sonning,
comprised three Marconi MTOF bottles, one driving the other two, to well over 1kW under the influence of a
4kY motar gencrator 2L

In 1929, he became Pressdent of the RSGE and was soon working with Arthur Wats, G&UN, who was o
succeed him in bringing together the amareurs of the Empire as BERU [The Britsh Empire Radio Union],
He later moved to Sonning, near Reading, where the writer was able to visit him, and a friendsbup developed



A number of factors contributed to this ‘quier period’ coming to something of an abrupt end later 1 1961, Bill
Windle became President; the long spell of good HF band conditions began to [ade as the sunspor cycle started
runming down towards its null; and activity became an issue as the Club’s first eperatng award, WAFOE, was

which lasted until his death. He made no bones about his technical limitations and would call in the experts
like GAOT and GAYRL Our wisits usually resulted 10 some unprovements to the station.

The 30-metre broadeaster, was there doing service as a DX station. The push-pull PA was difficult to neutralise
well, 2 common preblem with undernourished filaments, especially those made from tungsten, The makers
labels stared the optimum filament voltage, but the rubes didn't get it because of a couple of chokes beoween
them and the meter. He wouldn't ler us shift the meter, he feared any change, and he knew that high filament
veltage meant more binge, but shorter life, although he may not have realised that the chokes dropped half a
volr. There was also a trio of 8325 which pur out very strong signals on TEM metres, but it was not exactly a
bresk-in station. For at each over, the big generator had 1o wound up - not unusual in those days, but not
recommended for rapid progress these days.

With a move to the south coast, he became again a ‘Man of the Sea” starting with a nice little cabin cruiser
{My Babe) which had served in and survived the evacuation from Dunkick 1 1941, A successor was [rene [1, a
ten ton ketch, in which the wreiter and his friend 60T spent many happy tmes, learning sailing, navigation
and sometimes fishing, Gerry must have sailed these waters before, because when he upset the Normandy
fishermen, he could answer them back in their ewn peculiar version of French.

The great man amongst the builders of the Amateur Radio Tradition was charming, kindly, hospitable, but of
course strict when it came to business. He continued to the end, known everywhere on the air, and died
harness in 1961, The final station as it was at Bosham is now preserved at the Chalkpits Museum, Amberley,
West Sussex, where the Chichester Club holds an annual day on the wr using the special event callsign
GE2ZNM,

— soDoo—

launched.

WAFOC began on 29th April 1961 and an Activity Weekend was organised to coincide with the start. The lack of
support for the event brought home to a few people thar, perhaps, overall activity levels af rthe general
membership were not all that they might be. Although many people associate Bill Windle with pressure for

activity, 1t was, 1n fact, Tommy - CE-(:}_B, wha got the ball ml]mg.
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Diear Les

If vou haven’t already done the Circular Letter, [ think the membership as a whele should be congratulared
on the NONM-activity weekend. The disciplined way in which they kept radio silence was most umpressive.
gol the impression that FOC members just don’t hike operating!

Was looking forward to this weekend for some rime, and set aside a few jobs so as to have plenty of operating
time, but all 1 did was to flic from band o band, picking up the occasional Q5O here and there. Wheever
achieves WCAPOC Award #1 wall have done a really fine job.

What do vou think the trouble is? When | suggested a FOC Activity Period on 80, some time back, and vou
gave it a try, the results were about the same. Where they all hide, I don’t know. It seems 1o me thar the
Commirtee might give serious thought to some ‘prool of actvity’ if members are to remain on the list. |
guarantee there are at least 100 on the present list who haven't been heard on any band fer vears _..do you
think it's worth mentioning? After all, inactive members are just so much dead woed keeping would-be
memibers out.

[GeQE 5/61]



In the same MNews Sheet, Bill Windle had penned an editorial
pointing out that the current rules of the Club had been framed
in 1946 and that, maybe, it was time that they were reviewed. “ffe
Chidr 5 yourrs, and your Cownmittee want to yun the Clvele i suely a
widnmer that enables ws to waintain ooy riehifid place in the Ataieny
Faelie Movenzent, .-:r'.'_-;',r@l, W yee .r.l',r.:rr'ﬂ.'r.-:.ln.' readd youer rules onee Again
and consider whetler, in your opinien, they et present day needss
Tell ne wihere J:J",':j.-' rﬁj;'r.r.r'rf additions,  deleiions or Pfrb:!ﬁ: FOINE
atendneenis, [GRV 5061

Responses from the membership came in dunng the next few
months and gave the Committee subjects to consider in any
proposed rule revision. It was immediately obvious that activity
levels were going to be a princpal concern.

It 1s qui;a;'- evident thar we have a lot of ‘deadwood” 10 FOC
and 1n order to thrive we must have an active rr1n:1nbershi]3.
Many “stalwarts' are very concerned abour this sad state of
affairs and suggest that something must be done about 1t
Inevitably, some of us have to curtail activity from rime to
rime for various reasons. OF course, by ‘deadwocd” we mean
the member who MEVER transmils on any Band, Should we
do anything about it* What 15 the remedy

[G3ILE 8/51)

GEVG thnsing the ﬂ.ﬂti'l."i.l.'_}'

For his part, Tommy - GAOB looked at ways of encouraging
members onto the air, in addition to the option that appeared to gaining ground in the Commirtee that “inactve’
members should, in some way, be penalised. Can @ e arrange a frequency and e when we can connt on sewme FOC
activiey, on same ather band or ather? Top Band, 2000-2200 M T, would be a good bet and wouldn 't keep anyone ot af
bed - or Eighty on Sunday marnings or early afternoons. Whar do members think? And shouldn t we make move play of the
_}‘.r;rr that we are an Upfmtnm Cheb? [OEOE 127617, This 1dea was followed up by a Committee decision to start
‘FOC-NETS', running at weekends with two nominated hours on ezch band 160m - 15m and with a “volunteer’
calling CO-FOC to stimulare inrer-club activity.

There is little comment in the News Sheers of the time on whether these “nets’ met with much response. However,
it was decided to make another attempt ar an Activity Weekend. This was scheduled for April 1962, This second
activity weckend met with ne more success than the first, “The FOC Activity Weekend was a sereaming falure. |
worked morve memhers on the Friday evening preceding the weekend. We nust arrive at the conclusion that the meunbers
just do not want o get tgether " [G3ILE 5/62]

In October of the same year, it was Tommy, who came up with the suggestion that we should adopt 025" as a
“calling frequency” for the Club.

Since meeting other FOC members on the HF bands is such a chancy business, ir's surely time we had a
calling frequency on each band. Mot one on which we have ro stay for a 30, but ar least one on which we
could call *CQ FOC then slide off a few ke, if necessary, and go ahead.

| suggest we adopt ‘25" as our magic number, and look for other FOC members on 1825, 3525, 7025, 14025,
21025 and even 28025 To ser a good example, 1 will certainly call CQ FOC on 025 whichever band I'm
warking from the time this G/L gets around,

This may seem like an chsession with me. ['ve said it so often, but we are an operators’ club and we den't
work each other often encugh. Half of cur membership, | am convinced, doesn’t operate at all. Maybe this
025 technigue will enable us to find out who really does use his gear,

[GAOB 10/62]



..... and Tommy was able to follow this up at the end of the vear, when he became FOC President for 1943,

Greetings 1o all members from vour new President, who wishes to thank everyone for doing him the honour
of allowing him to sit 1n thas exalted chair. Actually, it's a hot seat and ['m almost afraid 1o operate on the
bands now, in case [ unwittingly butt 10 on someone’s QSO and ger labelled as a bad-mannered so-and-so,
which is so casy to do in all innocence. My single track mind continues to propagate the same grouse - where
is all the membership hiding itself? Despite being within a very few poinrs of WAFOC, 1 find that there are
no fewer than 136 members in the list, whom 1 have never heard on any band during more than twelve
maonths of chasing WAFOC,

This seems terrible to me - even if enly, say 80 of those 186 can be described as “inacuve’, they could make
reom for 80 more younger and more enthusiastic rypes who would at least be heard around the place. Should
we madify the rules so that membership can only be renewed on proof of, say, 12 Q50 with FOO members
during the vear* After all, we are an operators’ club - not a technical society or social group. If we don't
operate, we might as well not belong. What about 1c?

If you are one of those hibernators {or just plain defunct, as far as operaning 15 concerned) please do one of
two things- (a) get on the air so others can have the pleasure of working you, or (b} face facts and resign from
the Club.

[GEQB 12/62].

By coincidence, i the same News Sheet, it was noted that GAOB had just completed his queta for WAFOC and a
few members decided that he was, perhaps, making comment on the excessive time that he felt it had taken him,
So in the next MNews Sheet, he found himself having to water down his commenis.

Mo, | am not trving to make my sear as hot ag all thar ...the suggestion was that those members who are
completely inactive ought to make way for some younger bloed, unless they have a chance of getting back on
the air again. Tim - G2IF, points cut that there are 2 goed few members en VHF who will naturally appear 1o
be wnactive to those who don't work those bands __Willie - W5LEF, makes the point thar there are really very
few of us, that we don't all operate at the same time, and that band conditions can carve up the world, DX-
wise ....Charles - G358, who works 20, 13, and 10 only, m!dgc; me ta the effect thar becanse | haven't heard a
member, it dossn't follow thar he hasn't been on ... Kip - GBPL, agrees that & stirring up of acovity 15 needed,
and so do GACG and W3VA __Bob - GARF, hopes that WAFOC isn't going to turn mto a ‘numbers game’
and produce rubber-stamp Q8Os where decent ragchews were possible before. 1 den't think so Bob, judging
by my own experience. The majority of WAFOC points were captured on normal Q8Os when both members
were content to stop around and malk. The only exceprions were those picked up during other DX conlests,
and they were naturally snappy contaces.

[GHOB 1/63]

Another 1ssue that raxed the Committee around that time, and which has echoes on the modern bands, was that
of the general standard of operating,.

The Committes has decided that i is high time we commenced a deliberate campaign 1o help in cleaning up
the bands. The need for this 1s becoming more apparent as the numbers of Radio Amateurs steadily rise,

It is nor suggested that we should ‘police’ the bands or anything of the sort, rather to demonstrate, by
example, how a CW station should be operated. Call these badly operared stations, find cut what makes them
tick for elick!). Burying our heads in the sand and “tut-tutting about this menace will do no good. We must
offer help at the same nme avoiding a superior attitude and making the offer medestly and policely. Tt i3 quire
ohwvious that a Jot of the offenders do not monitor their sending - although how they can send “blind” beats
me, Tommy - G&OQB, our worthy President, hit the nail on the head 10 his Short Wave Magazine article (May
1963} and 1 am sure that all of the members endorse it. It is difficult, however, for FOU to be critical of the
rubbish heard on the bands unless we are certain that our notes, keying and behaviour are beyond reproach.

o an eondeavour to improve our high standard, an amendment has been made to our "By Rules’ and [ am
sure vou will agree with me when 1 suggest that any infringement of this rule should be brought to the notice
of the offender at the time. “Particular arrention should be paid to the operaung ability of the potenual
member and his signal should be a steady T, well keyed and free from any undesirable characteristies™. He
should appreciate it, cure it, and thus put us in a better position to artempt to clean up the bands.

[GAILE 5/63]
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The Commuttee was-also concerned abourt the potential effects that the growing imbalance in the numbers of UK
and Owverseas members might have.

For some considerable tine we have watched with some amiery the slow but steady rise in overseas
membership of FOC. The Club has always been predominantly Britsh (indeed at one time 1t was exclusively
s, and the Committes feels that it should remain as such. 17 we carried on as we are, the contral of FOC
could well slip to the USA - probably 1 am exaggerating, but | hope you get the preture,

The Committee has therefore decided ra limis the membership ro 518 G, GM, GI GW, GC, G, and 49%
overseas, or as near thereto as we can get, Our "QRX-Rota’ assists us in this task of apportionment with which
we are now Faced. [F vou care 1o consult vour laresr Lise, you will realise that we must give immediare effect 1o
this, consequently no more overseas members will be admitted unril we again reach the 31/49% propaortions.
[G3ILB 8/63]

During late 1963 and early 1964, there was continuing discussion on how to deal with the “problem of activity”.
The first action that was taken by the Committee was the establishment of an ‘Tnactive Panel’ [8/63] that allowed
members who were ‘temporarily tnactive’ to continue with membership but would allow new members 10 be
brought into the Club within the limit, which had recently been raised to 400,

The April 1964 News Sheet contained a report of the Commirtee meeting which approved a new rule requiring
that, from January 1965, subscription renewals would need to include a return declanng that at least 50 CW Q505
had been made from the station concerned, of which a number were FOC members.

On the arr quite recently, 1 heard someone say "0l - the FOCs 2 closed shop. Yeu can't ger in there unnl
someone diss.” [t owas funny at the time, but really a0 1s too near the truth to be laughed off. To oy to restore
the dynamic energy associated with FOO in the ald davs, as compared to the stanie stare it seems 1o have gor
into at present, yoeur Committes has finally agreed (after consulting the membershup) on certam new
proposals, Maost impertant i3 a proof of activity with the renewal of membership.

This decision was nor arrived ar easily. Lets of letters from members were considered, and the discussion went
on for a long time. Eventually vour Commirtee {all seven of them) were quite unanimous about it. If vou
want to stay 1o, be active and prove i Otherwase put voursell on the tnactive list” (if vou bave good reasons)
or Face the stark facts that vou are pot now an operater and nesd no longer be 3 member of the Club - the
prime interest of which 15 operating

[GAOB 4/64]

There 15 little record of reaction to this new requirement or of the effect that it had at the end of the year.
However, there were a number of transfers to the “inactive panel’ and there were a number of resignations citing
nactivity’

Bill Windle, in his capacity as Chairman, pushed the issue of activity, or rather mactivity, further with an editorial
in the Seprember 1965 News Sheet.

Mav 1 appeal for seme action on the part of all FOC members and [ mean action on the bands. Since the
early daws, each successive committee has developed a kingsize headache in endeavouring to get members on
the air by acrivity weskends, marathens, the use of fixed frequencies etc. A faithtul few turn up but the
majorily seem to be elsewhere. . From observation on all bands, i0 would seem that less than 30% are active
and this does no good to the FOC mmage....To those whe wish o wear the FOC badge without the
responsibilities, 1 would suggest that they hand in their notices and make way for Live members.

[GEVG 9763

Bill returned to the subject following publication of the results of the DX Marathon,

The breakdown of the figures [for the (X Marathon] s very revealing and shows a remarkable lack of support.
Oine can accept reasons for nat being 1n attendance such as dlness, making one's bhome, moving Louse,
accidents cro, but the 'Fi?__llr’ﬂﬁ are Just ridiculous.

[ is just ner geod enough, The temporary inactive panel shows thar 13 would not take part, but where wers
the other 3982 The figures show where a few of there were, FOC should mean 398 keen, active, first class
operators! We ought to be able to produce at least 8020 of the members upon the oceasion of the DX



Marathon. Plenty of warning is given as to dates etc, there can be no excuse on thal score. Evidence of
sctivity of a fair number can be seen in the results of various contests and reports in the DX columns of
periedicals so who on earth can’t these members murn our? If you are fot interested 1o WAFOC, Marathons,
Activity Weekends (tried, but abysmal fatlures) - what on earth are you interested in? You are at hiberty, of
course, to write to the Secretary and let him have any suggestions for improvement of contests, FOC rules or
anything else vou may care to write about. 1t does the club not a bit of good to rerain your membership of
you are deing precisely nothing about it - are you holding on for prestige reasons, or for old times sake? If we
don't wake up, we will have lictle prestige left.

We do not want or need sleeping partoers but live active members. [F you are neither live nor active, why not
make rocm for somebody whe s?
[GBVG 1/66]

This latest shot brought in a flood of letters. Some questioned the conclusions that Bill had drawn from the
figures for the DX Marathon, suggesting that the general level of contacts was consistent with the spread of
membership and varying propagation. Others were forthright in saying that the small number of members who
took part in the various ‘activity programmes’ indicated only one thing - that members, by and large, were not
interested 1 contests,

Louis - GSRV, was especially critical of Bill's remarks.

Bill's remarks are based on a completely illogical premise. The fact that only 105 out of a possible 398 rook
part in the T marathon [1s raken| 1o prove:

4) that members are doing precisely nothing about being members of FOC, and
B) chat all non-contestants are, ipso faeto, inactive members.

Persomally, and | think a lot of members will feel as [ do, 1 resent the implication. T am as active as my work
and domestic duties permit. | seek Q8Cs with other FOC members and rarely a week goes by without at least
a few FOG Q8Os. But | don’t much hike contests. In fact, 1 would go so far as to say that the present day
over-abundance of them on our bands is an anathema! They cluteer up the hands and actually prevent FOC
members and others from engaging in normal Q8Os which, surely, are much more sansfactory to the average
member. There is nothing in the club rules which makes participation in the Marathon {or any other contest)
a conditien of membership.

To answer Bill's question - * ...what on earth are vou interested in .2 - | would say - pleasant and reasonably
frequent Q505 with other amateurs (FOC ar not) and doing our best to set a good example of operating and
courtesy an the air.

[GSRV 2/66]

The question of “activity’ and what it means in the context of FOC membership continued to be discussed and
can still raise considerable controversy,

“Tomnry’ Thomas, GHQB, passed away in May 1966 at the relatively carly age of 59. Les commented that "The lass
to O i a very great ome, dhe loss o the Amagenr Radiv fraternity is fmaeasurable. Tonwnny was a complete amnatenr
Bill - GEVG pointed out that r'fb.rm.l.:}' QAT (3 CoRLRcieTiiiones Cammiiiee mian e r,.",.m,-g,.'f;,.: H{P.t-{?.."?.*g !Jf'i?'rir'ﬂ"!ri'!-?!f G0
miles to attend weetings and never vssed one of thene. He witl be remembered for bis carefully considered opinions and fis
contributions wwards the shaping of FOC, and e st be placed m the category of the greats’- GSBW. G240, G240,
(3PS and G2DPY - all of whow spens so muekh time and effort i the serviee of FOCT Tommry was a miemiber of the
arfginal FOC fn 1938 and becanse of the very wide field be covered i amatenr radio, be will be greatly missed by all
Britesly amatens and by many thonsands pverieas |

de



A tribute to Tommy by G2ZUX is probably the most interesting from a historical viewpoint.

| cannot claint to be a great pal of f.r:umugy but [ lenew bim guiie well back tm 1929 when T first came on e air and
wihen | first jeined the South Lomdon or Districe Radio Society - we were called the ‘sliders” - [ think the namne originated
[rom the habi of the Goyder Incked PAs we wsed in those days to vemam unlocked at womes - resulting in squiggles sliding
wp and down the band! [t was there [ first wet GOB and bis grear pals of the day, Don Price - GOHP, Joln Hunter -
220 aned Tl i]i';?'}}'rr - WY flaier VEIRWY), TJ'}:*_}' were the Sewth Londos e .-,:Jf the timer and worked
everyhing theve was. (G270} was of course, a founder menber of FOU and the fira station in the world 1o WAL Vou
dmer, of course, that Tmnmy was an accomplished mnsician and played the organ profesionally at the BEC and alse ar
several West End Cinemas as Howard Thowas, T have st been digeing into a box of old pre-war Q5 ad have fownd two
ar three v ﬁ.r.lm Loy, Hoe earliest :,rf ‘el T elated St Novewrber 1929 -7 bmmy st WA and 68 cormories
waeder Dis belt! 1 feel coreain that FOC will do something to mark the passing of this great chavacter and to perpetnate ris
mevitory. { witl be prowd to have the honowr of being associated with any sucl underaaking

In fact, 2 fund for the Thomas Memorial Trophy was set up and the response was described as “overwhelming’. As
a 1'esult, a fine :[::-Ph}r was obtained and denated o the RS3GE to be awarded ro the l':.ld-lnb' station from Great
Britain in the 7MHz CW contest - to be held for one vear, It was also agreed to use the surplus to finance the
presentation by the BSGB of mimatures [or retention by the winners. The trophy was presented by Bill - G2OB, to
RSGEB President Rov Stevens - GZBVN, at the Annual Dinner on 29th October 1966,

A note of unintended controversy struck the Club early in the next year. Don Miller, WIWNV was nominated for
membership in late 1966 and his membership (#900) was shown in the January 1967 News Sheet - just as the
Amatenr World began to realise that his 'DX exploars’ were not all that they seemed. Following ‘-.M?‘&-W»
suspension from DXCC by AREL and letters of concern from a number of members, FOC terminated Ius
membership.

The Secretarvship of FOC is a very demanding task. This was especially so in the immediate post-war vears when
the post included the treasurer's duties, tvping and duplicating the monthly News Sheet, and looking after all the
mailings. When Les took on the job in 1956, he had only intended to fulfil the rale for a few years, With a young
family and a demanding job, the duties became more and more difficult to discharge as the years went en. From
1963 onwards, Les actively sought someone to take over the rele - but withour success. Eventually, in the middle of
1967, following promotion to a senior management position in his company, Les was forced to tell the Committee
that he could continue no longer,

In recognition of his long periad af support for the Club, Les was appoinred as a Vice President of FOC n 1972
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Chapter 6

Marathons and Awards

Irnmediately the postowar Club was formed, members began considering competitive events that would test out
their “first-class operating” skills.

The FOC Marathon

The first Marathon was held in 1947 and was a relatively simple affair. It began on Lst October and the winner was
the first person ro work 95% of the Club membership, The only ‘rule” was that contacts made by schedule or
during “Club activity periods” did not count. It teok the winner, Jack - G4FN, four months to work the &
members that represented the 95% figure - a marathon indeed! For this, he received the silver cup that had been
donated by GWHOK, plus a medallion for hus retention. The following year, the rules were slightly changed to
require 75 members worked; and G4FN was again the winner, but this time, only taking 17 days to complete the
course - and it is recorded that this was done on QRP using three bands. Even in 1948, it was necessary to remind
members that we st arvange to ent out the deg-fiebting tactics of mass calling, wihich bas NOT fmpresied wenibers
and nom-wembers’ [2/49]. Fwidently, the event was too much of a marathen for some members, The next year,
1949, the number required was reduced to fifty, now representing just 25% of the membership, As many people
had continued after the evenrual winner had worked the required quota, it was arranged that G2ZC and G3PS
would make an announcement on 80m when someone had reached the magie number,

The winner of the 3rd Marathon was nonc other than Bill Windle - GEVG and the account that was published n
the News Sheet, and written by G5PS, makes interesting reading.

Fizerly, ler me say thar he was sporting and keen
enough te ke a week of his annval holiday
espectally for the event! He checked his T on all
bands (10, 20, 40 and &0 well in advance and
then at two hours L:rfure ZETO I".I'JI.IE S'ELLI{'LE ';.I.U“'IL
ready for the task. He then had a few Q505 o
satisfv himself that he and the rig were OR!
Berween 0001 and 0130 hours, he only managed
te work two stations so refired o bed until 0420,
Ma FOOCs were about rhen 5o he had a spot of DX
and then developed a noisy BN, which eventually

: - . turned out te be caused by a2 bad joinc im0 the
GEVG receives the rophy from GINM and G515 power pack. This was repaired and conditions

sounded better. A FOO at 0951 then not another
until 16028 At 1700, things began to warm up and by 2225 the score was 32 - worked a few more, the last ane
at 2307 - and although searched unnl 0230 the next morning, MDD, Went to bed, but "couldn't sleep although
felt rerrible - fat head and as sofl as the dewl’. Back to the ser ar 0430 but MDY until 1724, Then came an
interruption frem a GPO Enginesr who called ro say chat Ball was causing BCI ar a place about a mile away
(the receiver, in which the allesed BCL was being experienced was a 25wear-eld vsing swinging coil reaction!)
The Engineer stayed about an hour and having disappeared over the door-step, up came another unexpecred
visitor in the shape of another ham, who had casually called having “seen the aerial’l He was soon disposed of
when the ‘extenuating circumstances’ were explained and so back to work. Things went well unul 222% when
he worked the 4%th station, then sat around until 1210 when he hooked his 50th! Mow for the chimax! Ball
couldn’t leave well alone so up again on the following morning to find the room full of “stinking” smoke
issuing from the RX, which he had inadwverrently left switched on all nighe Investigation showed that the HE
clickes in the mains leads bad burnt cur [0 weok abour three hours o clear but he says “whar a blessing it
didi’t happen a day or so earlier!” Bill winds up by saving “The Marathon was o VEB exampls of high-class
operating and my thanks to all who gave me the opportunity to pull it off.” Well, FB Bill, and congratulations
froem ug all on your suceess,
[G5PS 11749



The ‘marathon’ aspect of the Marathon was clearly still not to the taste of the whole membership, with complaints
heing recerved that the trophy would just go to the person who was prepared to stay awake the longest. So for
1950, the Marathon rules were reframed to limit the total operating time to 56 hours - with operating taking place
daily between 1930 and 2330 GMT and the contest extending from Ist ro 14th October. All bands could be used,
but anly one contact with each member would count.

The comments from entrants are as applicable today as they were then!

s A few members have complained about the reluctance of some other members to enter into the spirit of the
contest, carrving on long Q50s whils a queue of competing members was waiting ro score from him.
s s it right for a competitor to make a sked for the competition period?
«  Complaints over ‘bunching’ beoween 3530 and 3350 ke/s
[12/50]

Some members still felt at a disadvantage over the hours demanded and the additional problem of TVIL So for
1951, the rules were again modified ro allow any 50 hours of operation aver 21 days but with acuvity specifically
excluded during TV hours, This format produced a much better entry with 27 logs being received and 162 aof the
300 members being active, It was still very much an inter-G affair with the majonity of contacts bang made on
S0m. Tnterestingly, *...all she QSO with the exceprion of two, were on CW0 Bill - GEVG, was the winner for a
second time with 2 total of 108 conracts.

For the next three vears the Marathon duration was reduced
to seven days with the total operating time varying between
27 and 50 hours. Activity in all of these events was relatively
low and the number of entries even lower. There was clearly
a needd 1o make things more attractive. Al - GIFXB, took on
the job of Contests Manager in 1955 and brought i rhe
tules which would survive until 1965, These restructured the
Marathon into & short contest, held for between 11 and 14
hours on a single Sunday in October and restricted to the
three LF bands ar first, and to just 80m and 40m from 1958
onwards, The scoring imitially provided a bonus for contacts
outside one’s own country but this was later abandeoned for 2
flat onc point per contact. Although the membership of
FOC was now well over 300, these events still only artracted a
small proportion of the Club, with typeally around 100 Al took over as Contest Manager in 1935
members active and only between 15 and 30 entries being

recetved. Towards the end of the period, the date of the

contest was moved forward in the vear with 1964 being held in July and 1965 in May, For 1964, it was announced
that it would, henceforth, be called “The FOC Contest’ but this shandenment of wraditian brought forth howls of
protest and the oniginal title of “Marathon” was reinstated.

With the Marathon itsell being very much aimed at European members, a separate event, the ‘DX Marathon’ ran
berween 1953 and 1965, A frst trial of & ‘DX Marathon' had been tried 1n 1950 but only attracted one entry and
was declared ‘null and void’. For 1953/34, the revamped ‘DX Marathon' ran in parallel with the "European
Marathon' Le. over a period of seven days, with a scoring system of lpt/Q50 plus Sprs/conninent and
Ipts/country. Support remained fairly minimal, So, 1 1955, after G3FXB had become Contest Manager, it was
tried running it in parallel with the CQ CW Contest with inter-FOC Q505 using the CO sconng system. This
also proved unattractive. For 1956, a system emerged which eventually proved popular and remained in place until
1965. This ran for a 48hour period, on a separate weekend from the ‘European Marathon, and September or
Octaber. Oaly stations in other continents counted and the scoring system was based on 5 points for the first
contact with any particular country, 4 peints for the next, and so on until each contact after the fifth counred one
point. This ‘DX Marathon’ proved to be more popular than the "Luropean Marathon’ especially after the launch
of WAFOC in 1961 when members could use it as a uselul way of building up their award points,

Following the 1965 contests, Fall Windle, as Chairman of FOC, wrote a highly eritical editorial in the January
1966 Mews Sheer pointing out that, out of a total of 398 members, only 105 had put i any kind of appearance in
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the DX Marathon. This led 1o considerable discussion on the general subject of activity. In Committee, a decision
was taken to revise the overall rules 11 an effort to stimulate more parncipation.

From 1966 onwards, there was just one Marathon cach vear, with the two events effectively combined; but with the
new format resembling more the rules of the DX Marathon than the European Marathon. Scoring was made
deliberately simple - one point per QSO with your ewn country; two points for other countries in the same
continent; and five points for other continents, A 48-hour format was adopted and, for the first tme, an exchange
including the members FOC membership number was used. The date moved around a Lindde untl, in 1969,
settled on the first {ull weekend in February, where it has remained ever since, Also 1in 1969, the concept of bonus
points for five-band contacts with individual members was introduced. This style of contest seemed to suit a large
proportion of the members and the number of entries quickly grew to more acceprable levels. These rules were
retained up to 1974 with miner maodificanions,

For the 1975 cvent, the scoring svstem changed to what we have todav. It was brought into Line with the rules for
the WAFOQC award with one pomnt per contact, five points for each continent, twe ponts for each country, and
ten points for each five-bander. There were a few complaints from members in these countries that did not yer
have lél0kmetre sllocations but the new rules seem to have been generally popular and the number of entries for
the Marathon began to climb through the 200 level and on to the 300 level which 15 common today. An
additional five points for contacts on further bands, which originally included VHF, was added a vear later. It
became traditional for the President of the day, or the Secretary, to air the club callsign, initally G3YPB and later
GAEOC, during the event - with the special callsign counting for double points,

Some members began to take advantage of the weekend to mount their own mini-DXpeditions for the Marathon.
Amengst the first to do this were Jo - DLIRK, and Evert - ZXKF, who began appeaning [rom varnous semi-exotic
locations around Europe such as 3A, 4171, HBO

The 4UIITU DXpedition

If you ever want to make an exotic excursion on the bands in comfort, go and see 4ULTU in Geneva! Jo,
DLIRK and myself intended to repeat our last year's MIFOC stint with an HV.appearance, bur since we had
no definite approval from the Varican Authorities by the middle of January, we decided this easy way oun
4T, a new one for many members, and, as we found out, after the new CW-DXCC also very much in
demand elsewhere. Our haosts were Ted Robinson - FERU, himself an excellens OW operator, and Renato
Brossa - ex-11BAG, both of ITU. They could not have cared better for us, and their hospuality must be
experienced to be believed. | went two weeks previously o judge the situation and found that a 160m xtal was
needed, kindly pur at our disposal by another ITU ham, while also the transceivers, FT101 and KWM2, did
not have the selectivity necded. A Drake B4C was taken along which performed admivably with its two sharp
CW fleers. Jo and myself set out, on 20th January, from Milan, and at 17002 we made our first Q30 from
4UTTY. Operation was smooth and the only trouble was some RF floatung around and affecting sometimes
the keyers, so please excuse our fists which were sometimes not up to standard. About 800 Q30s later, with
39 countries and & conunents in FOC, e pulled the big switch at 03002 on 5th February o return ro Milan
a few hours later. As always, operating in the FOC Marathon was great. We did not enter 1o win, but to join
and add to the fun; and we certainly did the former, and hope we achieved the latrer. 160m operanon was a
surprise, even if not many FOC-ers were there, while 10m gave us only enc lene Scuth American contact.
Conditions on 20m and up were not bad, improving as the weekend went aleng, and ence mere, both Jo and
myself vowed to participate in next year’s Marathon, hopefully as HVIFOC!

[12XKF 4/75]

Cme of the earliest long distance DXpeditions for the Marathon was the wip o CTZ for the 1978 evenn,
undertaken by Jim Price - WaTO and Marv Carter - WaZMO).

The Story of CT2/WATO

During the 1977 Marathon, post mortems, both Junior Op, WAIQLT and | decided that the 1978 Marathon
wonld see us operating from a prefix hitherte unrepresented 1o the WAPDCC country list,

A List of prospective host countries was compiled and the merits of each tabulated. On the basis of
accessibility, ease of obraining authorisation, favourable propagation conditions, cost of travel and housing,
the Azores (CT2) was a hands down winner, So we sst our course through the paperwerk maze and selected



the island of Santa Maria since it boasted of an international airport and was quite removed from the US
cefuelling basc on Terceira. Southernmost of the Azcres, Santa Maria 15 reughly 1,000 miles from Europe and
2,000 miles from the US, ideal distances for both continents,

Enquiry te ARRL provided us with a contact at REP and a letter was dispatched to Lisbon in March
requesting assistance in obtaining permission to operate and the callsign CTZFOC, We were assured thar there
would be no problem and that an application form would follow. It did, in May! The necessary
documentation was assembled and the application, with fee, was filed 10 June. During this time, a search was
being made for accommodations. The only hotel, the Hotel Do Aeropuerto, we found 1o be across the streer
from the airport control tower, a high QRM-risk lecation. After several dozen cross-country phone calls, we
located a travel agent who professed to represent home owners of Santa Maria wishing to lease homes for
shart perieds, We gave our order and placed the proper deposit for a two bedroom home 1 a rural area.

From this point {Tune) until December, there was complete silence! But, during this time, a hiomebrew S0mW%
transceiver was built to garner CT2 credit For both of ust [n December, we received confirmation of the house
rental but nothing concerning the licence even though several follow-up letrers had been sent to the REL. In
early Tanuary, the help of the International Desk at ARRL was enlisted, plus a registered letter to CTTZE of
REP, urgently requesting action. A response was received indicating that the Portuguese government waould
take action by 15th of January. Swear, sweat! Airline reservarions from Boston wers made,

Late in the Fall, we heard that Al - K4FW, was going to announce a new solid stare 75 watt rig in his Ten-Tec
line. This, from a weight and power standpoint, sounded ideal and a phone call ro Al produced the promise
of 2 loan of one of their new Century 21s for the operation. About two weeks before our scheduled departure,
I called Ten-Tec, only to find that Al was paddling a canoe up the Orinco River on holiday. His number one
man, Jack - K4JU, came te the rescue and assured me that a rig would be dispatched immediately. lmagine my
surprise when a beautiful Triton [V, 220v power supply and vet to be announced universal antenna tuner
areived via air. More abour the rig later.,

February 1st, departure date frem Boston, was getting close and no formal confirmation of the house nor any
formal word from the CT government. With only two days 1o spare both came in! The letter from the €T
authorities said that the licence would be waiting at the Post Office in CT2 and the house reservation gave the
QTH. Armed with these, airline tickets, passport and US Deollars, [ was sure that everything was going to
come off swell. But a family crisis had arisen at the WAIQLT shack. An urgent series of phone calls 1o key
people in various parts of the country put out the call for an operator with some time, a passport and rhe
money at hand. Good old Fred - W4DA tracked dewn Marv - W4ZMQ, who was beoween assignments for GE
and was awaiting assignment in EP on March Ist. Marv called and we immediately worked our the details and
set up a meeting in Boston airport on February 2nd.

We met, flew to Santa Maria with all 140 pounds of gear, courtesy of special arrangements made for us by
TAF, the Portuguese airline. Arriving at 0500 hours local, we went to the Horel Do Aeropuerto for a couple of
hours rest. At 0830, we began 2 search for the house rented, only w be told by the cwner that they knew
nothing of our rental! To further complicate the issue, the house was in the centre of Vilo do Porto, thres
stories high and sandwiched between dozens of others on the main street. We abandoned the idea of the
house and returned to the hatel and set up. A trip to the Post Office failed to turn up any trace of the licence
and we were referred to the PO at the airport, There, the Chief of Telecommunications, after an hour search,
turned up authorisation 1o operate, not as CTZFOC, but as CT2AWATO! But we were on our way.,

I an hour, we were set up with a modified 14AVC) trap with 80m added, plus a long wire. Marv 15 guLte an
antenna installer! The Triton IV is as nearly perfect a rig as has ever been produced. Peaking the RF
preselector and spinning the main twning dial are the only adjustments made. Everything else 1 100%
automatic. 1t is 3 CW man's dream with perfect break-in, even between dots at 35wpm. We ran continuously
far 52 hours with only two Z-hour breaks. Incidentally, our licence stipulated that we were not to operate in
excess of 20wpm! Line voltage fluctuated from below 200v up to over 240w, which probably accounts for our
only failure, The antenna relay stuttered and 100w of RF was pumped into the receiver front end, eremaring
the D01mfd coupling capacitor. A poor substitute was scrounged Irom one of the accessories we had along,
and we were back on the air in short order. | don’t know when I've had such a delightful operating
EXPEFLENCE,

At 2100 en Sunday, we had produced over 700 Q8Os with members in approximately 40 countries and were
dead tired. At 0500 the next morning, we were off to Mew York via Lisbon. Unfortunarely (or happily) we



were stranded in Lishon due to storms in Mew York. So we spent three days of Carnrval in ©T1. For you cost
accounting types, Marv and | figured that the cost per Q30 was something in excess of $2.25. [t was worth 1!
[WATO 6,78

During the vears, the number of members who travelled to DX locations, or were operating from winter (THs,
built up and Marathon regulars included John - WIBIH/PI2 (later PI9JT); Louis - CXSRV (GSRV), CT3CU
(Wr277): and Tony - XE2/NRTO,

Of course, any ‘contest’ puts a potential strain on family relationships!

Friendships are made or broken the first weekend
in Febroary. Pecple who ring up or wisit this
TH at that time may fnd they never ever hear
from me agun. Why? Because 1t 15 the
MARATHON. Everything, but everything stops
here, except the mng,  and  mevable  meals,
interspersed with a little light sleeping. Sometmes
I think maybe there should be & Marathon more
often, for | get out of practice in such things as
living en snacks, remembering not to run the
washing matching, refuelling the fire by night and
by dav, and generzlly doing all the things expecred
af & good XYL on thess cecasions. This vear, |
scored points and lost points | remembered o
have a stock of cold meat [especially sausages,
grear sustainers) but was foolish enough o dash
to the loo before taking the phone off the hook;
and, needless to say, it rang in the middle of a
5. 1 had a piges of good luck in happening 1o
be in the garden on the Satorday and intercepting
1 G8 (Necode VHF-only licence) whe had
received  his call thar very morming and had
arrived all brighteyed and bushy-tailed 1o siroar
the feer of the Master. *Arc vou cxpected?” savs [
‘Mo’ savs he. "Then you'd better waic here till [ see
il Sir 18 recerving roday’ says [ Forunately, things
were going well ar thar particular moment and the
new boy was bidden to come 1. "Stand reverently
by the set, and don't speak unul you are spoken
to,' says [ The OM finished working somecne on
the ather side of the world, and then gave the lad
a few minutes of his precious nme. He
congratulated him on getting his ticket and urged
him o WORK AT HIS MORSE™.

[ learned, during my first Marathon, and remembered ever since, that when | heard an apoplectic roar and Sir
screamed, "Why won't you come back to me?' [ didn’t have to dash to his side protesting fondly "Buc I never
left you.' (Oh, the sweet sound of ‘GOT HIM"} The weekend has its lighter side tao. How many females are
wakened (unintentionally of course) at 3.30am as the OM reels into bed for a quick kip before getting back
on the air, and receives a progress report - X has just gone to bed; Y 15 just getting up and is pounding brass
again; Z has made a &-bander.’ Fascinating! Wakened for a second time {again unintentionally} as the OM
creeps out of bed to tip-toe downstairs to get back on the air. ['m soen lulled back to sleep by the soft sound
of the kev busy below. Come nine o'clock, sorry - 2100 Zulu, on Sunday night, suddenly it goes very quict,
and it's all over (except the counting) until next year.

[Metrie - GIAAQ/2 4/81]

With Al - G3FXB having taken over the duties of Secretary and Mews Sheer Editor, and Roger - G35XW
adjudicaring the Marathon, longer write-ups began to appear and, for 1986, 4 four-page supplement was included
with the News Shest giving the full story. Following the Marathen, Al usually penned an overview of the weckend
with his typically perceptive analysis of conditions,
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Well, what did we do to deserve 1t Two aurcras in a5 many wears, both in their prime at the stare of the
Marathon. Switching on just prior to 2100 oo the Friday night produced a very high noise level on 7MHz,
only watery signals on 3.5MHz and, of course, nothing on HF. [t is probably fair to say that the disturbance
was not a8 severe 25 last vear with conditions on the Sarorday somewhar berrer than in "83. By the same token,
the bands did not recover as well on the Sunday, largely of course due to the current state of the sunspot
cyele, There were a few plus signs. For example, 28MHz opened on the ‘crooked’ path to the States on
Saturday afterncon with signals coming from the
direction of South America. Although such cpenings
are a farly common oceurrence in the lower sunsper
VeAls, not all our TI'H:]TL':IETS are awiare le thlﬂ -ﬂ.]]d
there were cases of US members gning down 1n Q_SE
when called as they turped their beams on the
nermal bearing Here in Eurcpe, it 15 necessary 1o
beam wowards South America under these conditions
and, as I understand, the European signals are
optimurn m Morth America when W/VE beams are
on South Africa. There was also & reasonable opening
ar sunrise on Sunday morning en A5MHz with
propagation to the West Coast and 2L Bur m
general things were pretty grim with signal levels to
North America on 7MWz being a5 much as 30db
dewn an the levels thar they bad been some days R
prior o the Marathon. Tn facr, signal levels were back o g
up there within a couple of days after our weekend

which serves to allustrate how unlucky we were,

Roger - GREXW

Cine or two members menton that these auroras have only manifested themselves since vour scribe took over
the duties of Hon. Sec! On a more serious note, there have been suggestions of o change of date. However, we
could well jump “from the frving pan into the fire” wich this one, in view of all the other contests these days,
[n any event, although we have all heard of the 1l-vear and 27-day cycles, [ have yer 1o hear of conditions
repeating themselves on an annual basis. We can only hope that next year will see better things and in the
meantime | suggest those of you who got a trifle frustrated with the Marathon conditions give our April Q5O
Party a go. By then, spring propagation will be with us giving a guarantee that the HF bands will be open
lenger.

[GIFXE 3/84]

Steve - G3IVMW undertook the adjudication of the
Marathon for the four vears between 1988 and 1991
His writc-up for the 1989 event reflects conditions on
the rise of 2 sunspot cycle.

I stare to write this report, still somewhat
dazed, the day after some 40 hours en the
key of G4FOC/P, bur, whar a Marathen it
turned out to bell A new allome record
score was achieved by G3FXE; activity was
higher than ever before; condibions were
good {apart from a slight auroral effect,
particularly on the Friday night); 10m was
wide open and, at times, 160m scunded
more like 20m with EU and DX wwing for
attention. From Burope, these were good
Sig - N3RS, one of the most consistent Marathon operators transatlantic openings on both 40 and 30m
throughout the night.

Immediately after the Marathon, as 1 scanned around the bands, 1 beard comments ranging from ‘the best
ever’ and 'most heetic Marathen vet’ right through to ‘band condinions were lousy?”. In 1989, there were more
Q50 then ever before; more people were active; more logs were sent i and, 1t really WAS more fun! [ndeed,
there were good opportunities for the WAFOC and Augie Mickel chasers to find some of the bard-to-get ones
and for the nen-combatancs, the chance to char with old friends.



This year, we had a total of 430 members QRY at one time or another which is 0% of cur total membership
and a record 308 logs were sent in. From Europe, there was a showing of 80%; from North America %1%
from South America 83%; from Africa 82%; from Asia 83%, and from Oceania 89%0 The 198% Marathon will
be remembesed as a great success,

[GAVMS 5/89]

From 1990 onwards, the Marathon writeup appeared in the Club's new quarterly magazine, "FOCUS'. This
provided the opportunity for expanded information plus a selection of photos. Also, by this time, tick sheets were
being sent out with the January News Sheet which did away with the necessity tor log submissions.

In 1990, :n commemoration of Ron Perks, the GACP Troply was awarded for the first time. This wenr ro the
overall leader of the Marathon and the first winner was Mar Dancilla - YO3CD, who had put in a record breaking
seore from LASAL

Fred Laun - K3ZO, frequently operates from Thailand and was on as HS0B during the 1990 Marathon.

[t was a pleasure o participate in the 1990 Marathon from HS0B. Sorry for no five or siv-banders. When
amateur radio was legalised in Thailand in 1984, the 80 and 160 metre bands were not included in the
published regulations. Thersfore, in order not to endanger the burgeoning ham radio movement in Thailand,
[ refrained from operating oo those bands,

HSIB, one of the Radic Amateur Society of
Thailand’s five club stations, 15 located in the
headquarters of the Broadeasters’” Association of
Thailand. This in turn is situated on the odge of the
antenna farm of one of Radio Thailand’s shortwave
transmutter plants, which houses five commercial
rigs of approximately 206W each, The advantage is
that the ground conductvity ar the site 15 superb,
and the FISOB transmit signal shows 1. [ gor rave
potices from some of the gang for the 40m signal
which was radiated by nothing more than an
mverted vee on a 24 metre tower,

The rig was a TS9305 driving a small Tapanese linear
which showed 400 o 300 warts oo the ourput meter. The down side, of course, was the overloading on the
receiver. The poor 930 was severely affected by the neighbouring transmimers, and on 40 metres partcularly it
was necessary to add 20db of padding in order 1o hear anything other than Radio Thailand - one of the
reansmitters s on 7115kHz and another on 6070kHz.

I had originally planned te operate the entire contest peric<d, bur the shack is not air-conditioned,
necessitating the opening of a window in order to put up with the operarions of the linear in Bangkok's 35
depree centigrade weather in Tanuary, But the window has no screen, so when :|'||gh'|: falls, the maosquiraes from
the swamp under the antenna field go on the prowl. On this particular cccasion, they were grartified ro find
one juicy 300-pound operator in the HSOB shack and apparently the word in the mesquito colony travelled
fast, As Q50s wirth mosquitoes were running 2-to-1 ahead of Q8Os an the ham bands, [ decided ro forego the
cperation during the second evening,

[K3ZO F#3]

If anyone doubts the overall level of activity within the Club, a look at any of the recent Marathon result Listings
should relieve any concern. During the 90s, the event has regularly attracted up to 320 entries and analysis shows
that well over 800 of the membership takes part at some time during the weekend. Conditions around the top of
the sunspot cycle enabled Sig - N3RS to set a 1992 record of over 4,000 points from almost 1,600 contacts - a
record that will be in many people’s sights as the bands pick up towards the next peak.



FOC Marathon - Roll of Honour

Year | Owerall Winner QSGS Mo of
cntrics
1947 | GAFN
19453 | G4FN 5
1949 | GAVEG 0
1950 | G3BDC 83 14
1951 | GEVE 10& 27
1952 | G3EEH 73 l&
1953 | GIBEV 113 12
1954 | GV2FTIF 109 21
1955 | GIIEW 10l 26
1956 | GIHCL il 15
1957 | FAAT ol 15
1958 | GIFXB e il
1959 | GAABG i 16
1960 | GM3ITN 7 16
1951 | G3ABG 114 27
1962 | G3IMV 111 20
1963
1964 | GWE0AY 7 13
1965 | GWA0AY a2 24
1966 | WAMTIM - 35
1967 | WiIWD 133 S
1968 | W2INL 276 51
1969 | WI2MEL 423 B
1970 | GIFXE 5932 28
1971 | E3TH 538 101
1972 | WIBGD/2 719 135
1973 | WI1BGD - 148
1974 | WIAX - 153

a1

Orverall Winner

Year Q50s | Noof
entries
1975 | PI2VDD - L&k
1976 | K4ABAT - 170
1977 | KaMFO 07 200
1978 | WM S4() 139
1979 | KXY 1084 211
1980 | YP2MEC 1392 234
1981 | NATO/ R 1278 157
1982 | WIDA 1130 212
1983 | WIDA a3l 212
1984 | KaMA 14 234
1985 | W3LPL 930 239
1986 | W2AEL Bl 264
1987 | WIWEF 1038 268
1988 | KihA 1098 287
19858 | G3FXE 1360 286
1990 | LZ9A (YO3ICD) | 1486 295
1991 | N3Rs 1384 274
1992 | NiRs 1582 296
1993 | KANA 141 300
1994 | N3R5 1316 291
1595 | RAXLD 1152 i1l
1996 | P4/F2LE 1229 304
1997 | WAFOO (NIRS) [ 1157 256
1998 | G4BIM 1203 03

The FOC DX Marathon - Roll of Honour

Year | Owerall Winner | Q50s | Noof
I:ﬂtl_iﬂ.‘a
1253 ZCAIP 27 10
19254 LCAIP 43
1955 ZCAIP - -
1956 ZCAIT i 21
1957 LCAIT 102 22
1958 LCATP 120 35
1959 W2MUM 53 26
1960
1961 WI1TYH - 21
1962 KZFC al 12
1963 W2MLM 24 8
1964 CReAL 43 18
1965 WIATYH &0 29




From time to time, Marathon entrants have even been moved to poerry!

It nine a'clock on Fruday nighr,

But oh dear what 4 sorey plight.
When the bands should be exploding,
The propaganion s appalling.

Locks like 2 re-run of ninepy-four,

[ wender what I'm in here far.

— i oo—

Crle to the 95 Marathon., GAHZEY.

Meet ald frends and have some fun,
vh what a shame abour the sun.
The big guns have all gone away,
Chasing the bonus the anly way,
Blimyw was thar a WH?

Grab a coffee, time for a iz

Sunday might has come ar last,

It really did go all oo fast,

In twelve months nme 1o early February,
With rig all primed and fingers ready.
Perhaps the 1onosphere will be fixed,
For ancther Marathon in ninery-six.

—o0ooo—

Before leaving the subject of Marathons, mention should also be made of the VE/ZL Mini-Marathon which was
first suggested by Bill Windle in May 1972 and was designed to make up, to some extent, for the tough time that
those stations usually experienced during the Marathon itself and to help with the four-band bonuses for
WAFQC, Bill invited the VE/ZL members to get together and to suggest a date and rules. This resulted in
proposals for a 48-hour event to take place during the last weekend of October with VE/ZL members working the
rest of the world. The first ‘mini-marathon’ took place in October 1972 attracting activity from 156 members, For
the following year, the date was moved to the beginming of December and then to January 1975 and Januvary 1976.
Heawever, support was always very thin and, afier four artempts, the Committee dropped the idea.

FOPS versus FOC Contest

The contest hetween the two UUK-based CW organisations was orgamsed as a short and sharp affair. The fisst
contest took place in January 1950. Teams of around twenty members from each club were nominated and the
idea was to work as many of the other team as possible in just one hour on 30m - 1815-1915 GMT - this period
being chosen to avoid the nisk of TVI which was a real problem at that time. The single UK TV channel did not
begin evening transmissions until 2000 GMT. The contest scemns to have been a little uneven as only 12 FOC
members took part against 15 from TOPS. This meant that the FOC operators had a larger pool of potential
contacts and, not surprisingly, won the event - although no mention of this imbalance is made 1n the write-up.
Logs were checked by an “umpire” and points deducted for inzccuracies.

The event was a clearly enjoyed by everyone and it was propesed to hold a repeat a few months later m Apnl.
However, response was poor and the idea was dropped.

The Pump IHandle Parties

In the July 1982 MNews Sheer, Stan - EA8ZY proposed the holding of a Pump Handle
Party’ to cncourage the use of a straight key. He based his ides on an idea which
originated with the London-based Edgware Radio Club where the participants voted
for the winner on the basis of the ‘best fist”, This 1dea received a measure of support
and the Committee decided o schedule the first event to coincide with a GAFOC
acrivity weekend in December of that vear. There was obviously some apprehension
over what might appear on the air as Al - G3FXB found that he needed to note
'______I;I':rrr'gr};rg E{],l comnrents an the air avad i the el there will be wad! te wall F.im'r'g‘.{l'f .-!':'F_}'F
from 020 10 O35, Lees bape we all mber up’ a bit and not make purselves bk too foolish!
SOERENR f 282

As it turned out, the first party seems to have been a great success.

Fie Parey was a veal fin s on an old sideswiper and a bit with a Lionel bug nade in
1942 - DEBEL .....can't agree it was fin for the chaps that seened to bave last the are of
wsing @ pump banele, or perhaps never had iy in the firse place - GIAWEL. ... brongit back

Stan - FAGEY



soe mieviories of my early days as sea - GM3KPD. Whilse [ wonld not wish to decry the advent of the electranic keyer era,
o mice it was to lister to the inany distinctive if not disinguished siples - GERGG. This weekend, T discovered that [ aw
nar lomger able to andle a simple straight key, So, bere | am sitting now with a red face, beimg FOC Memnber and not able
to make the most elemensary CW. Perbaps 1 am not alone? In wy opanion, the Prsnp Handle Party has ta be continued -
PAGDIN. [ am afraied if we .-"J.rnf to nonnate anybody through ther r?.!"ufﬂ_“}f v the faned bey, then [ dobt if we would
Frave wiore Whan JO0 in onr rands - VEZNH. Have H?gm: FEGIIVEN N _,|‘¢-':' ome o ware botiles of lineament. Seem o have
an attack of tennis elbow and writer's cramp seitled in vight wrist. Sowething seevs to bave deteriovated - WAL, Now [
resesber sl I pud the pump handle aside nearly 40 years ago - WIRW [, firr e, dicli t vealise S rusty one could
beconine and an now 100% belind the fostering of prosp bandle (real CWS beying and | aw determined 1o imprave on wy
ouns wiserable performance - G3FXD,

Tom, G&IB, donated an old railway telegraph key ‘in excellent condition’ to be presented annually to the best
straight kev fist in the party, For the first vear, it wes awarded to Terry, GIWUX, together with a commemorative
certificate. After the second party, in 1984, it was felt that there would be more encouragement towards
participation if the event had its own date for exclusively straaght-key actvity. Consequently the Pump Handle
Party became established as a regular activity for the first weekend in December.

Unfortunately, support dropped during the 90s and, following the 1996 party, the Commuttee decided to drop it
fram the calendar. However, for the future, it 15 hoped to restructure a straight-key event in co-operation with
other CW organisations in Europe so that this important aspect of the development of CW can be kepr alive.

FOC CLUB AWARDS

Operating achievement awards have been something of a controversial 1ssue within FOOC. There has always been a
sizeable body of opinion that feels that FOC should provide relief from the competitive envirenment that exists
in other areas of the hobby; and thar the concept of 'number chasing’ detracts from what FOC should be all
about. On the other hand, the various awards that have been introduced over the vears have pmvcd very popular
with another poroon of the membership and they have, undoubtedly, played an important role 10 mamntaining
an-the-air activity levels.

The first proposal for an operating award, within the Club, appears in February 1959 when Bill, GEKF, proposes
the ‘All Band Countries (ABC) Award’ which it was suggested that FOC would ergamse and that would be open to
all comers. Fach country would count one point per band and the award would operate 80m thru 10m. A basic
award would be for 500 points and stickers would he awarded for cach increment of 25 points. Interestngly, it was
proposed that the points could be collected for contacts made on Phone, CW or Mixed - reflecting the fact that, at
this time, FOC did not consider 1tselt seefusively a CW organisation, Although the 1dea received some support, the
Committee eventually [6/39] ruled out the idea as it felt that the Club should nat intreduce additional operaring
awards imto the amarewr world.

WAFOC and WAFQCC

Credit for the suggestion that led te the msntution of the Club’s first award goss to Ed - W3LMA who put
forward the concept of a WAFOC Club Certificate in July 1960, This was thrown open to the membership for
views and 1deas, During the succeeding months, the Committee deliberated over the scheme and evenrually
announced, in March 1961, the setting up of the Worked-All-FOC Award. Full details appeared in the following
month's News Sheet [4/61] where it was announced that actvaty for the award would begin at (001GMT on 29th
April 1961,

The overall rules have remained the same throughout the life of the WAFOC - with 500 points being required for
the award; the 300 points being made up of 400 "Basic Poinrs’ - one point for each contact with another member
on each band, with a minimum of 50 and & maximum of 200 points on any one band. At least three bands to be
used in all; plus 100 ‘Bonus Points” made up from:= ten points for working the same member on five or more
bands; five points for cach scparate continent; and two pownts for each separate country worked. Ar the time,
points could be scored for contacts made on CW or S5B, A few months larer, ar the suggestion of Ray - VK3R], rhe
points requirement for members in Oceama (actually for members in continents which have 40 or less members)
was reduced o 350
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WAFOC was an immediate suceess and the league table which appeared in the news sheet from September,
retlecred a race ta see who would be awarded certificare #1. The "winner’ was Roger Corey - WITYH, (now W1AKX)
wha passed the 500 point mark before the end of the vear. During the eight months, he worked 214 different
members in five continents - 122 1n Europe, 62 in North America, 15 in Oceama, 10 in Afnica, and 5 1 Asia -
altagether a toral of 413 Q8Os It is interesting to note that this took place at a time when the membership of the
Club was limited ro 350, Roger underpinned this achievement by also winming the DX Marathon for 1961 It was
almost a vear later before certificates 2, #3, and #4 went ta Bill - W5WW, John - G3IMV, and Tommy - G&OQB.
After rhe initial excitement, things seemed to slow up and, by August 1966, only 11 certificates had been ssued,
but 3 holders, W2MUM, G3VG and WaNDU (Augic - WAGK) had already pur in claims for their 1000 poine
stickers. In June 1968, Augie was awarded the first 2000 sticker; and 10 August 1971, was the first member to
receive 2 6000 point sticker! To date, 338 certificates have been issued and the highest sticker 15 for 20,000 poinrs
and held by Jack, W2BA.

There have been a few changes to the rules over the .}'cars. The most notable of these were the addition of credit
for contacts made on the “WARC bands with 10MIz being included from August 1985 and 18/24MHz from
February 1988,

WAFQCC was introduced with effect from 1st March 1968, The initial award 1s made for contacts with FOC
members in 25 different countries on any one or number of bands; with stickers available for 25 countries on any
one band and for additional 25 countries. The first awards were made 1n May 1968 with certificates going to
GAVG, GREP, GWSIFSP, G3LNGC, W4GK, GITIF and G3ABG. By March 1970, 82 awards had been issued and an
extra certificate, the WAFOQCC Special Award was introduced for working 25 different countries on five bands. The
first presentation of this special award went to Augic, W4AGK, in May 1970. A further certificate, the WAFQCT
DX 100 was introduced in March 1974 for working members in 100 different countries. Yet again, the first
claimant was Augie - a month later.

The administration of awards invalves a lot of paperwork - or, at least, it did before the widespread acceprance of
computers, and the Club has been fortunate in having ready volunteers to perform the associated work.

In charge of awards Assisted by
1964 Vie Curling, GAEVE F2ECL, #51BM
Aug 1967 John Hunter, G3IMWV W2CY, M2HAQ, GIEMOD
Cler 1983 Bill Limehouss, G2ZFDF GGIENMO
Apr 1980 Chas Bryanr, GW35E
Mlay 1997 Gearge Eddowes, GINOH

Awards Managees Bill - GIFDF, Chas - GW2ASD and George - GINOI
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The Augle Mickel Trnphx

1 1978 W2MLIM E. “Walheim s 1986 GIIAF bl T. WA ar]ow
2 1573 GREAN T. . B, Lietlemare 57 1986 | W1AX E. E. Corey
3 1978 | Wovw H. L Brocks 58 1986 MATO V. A Dubois
4 1978 | WaOM H. D Stricter 59 1986 | GIFEXB A Slager
3 1979 | GEVG WOH, Windle &l 1986 | GIDROD) W_F_ Freestone
4 1979 4O . R. Perks &1 1984 FaaT [. Pastre
7 1980 WARA I. Lannin f2 1934 FAEW G P. . Rhodes ]
] 1980 | WIHZ H. Ferris %] 1987 | WHIF H. G Gwaltney
s 1980 | SMOCCE ¥.. Edvardsson i 1987 | WOKNI R, Locher
10| 1980 | WD R. E_ Beatty 55 1087 | WIBIH I. H. Thompson
11 1980 | W4T DG Murray i 1987 | SMAEVE T. E. lulasder
12 1980 | VE2OL F.T. Hine &7 1%8E FEE] 5 P Hart
13 1480 W PL L. 5 Badnay aE 1588 GiLIE M. Futnick
14 1930 PADLOIL] L. van de Madare a9 | 19€Y |yt ead [ t-i.‘;_.ﬁfy-}!l‘ e
13 1981 FBMED . A Farvonen 70 IRl Wi R. P. Kemp
1é 1931 el F. 1. H. Charman 71 el oY7L M. Haasen
17 1981 IPDL P. I Linsley 72 14990 FIKTE . Lindsay
18 1981 GARTT E. . Hodson 73 1991 WT E. . Chesk
1% 1981 ZIAL |. 1. Hunrer 74 1991 IFIU W B Grav
20 1981 KAFLI H. F. Zunmerman 75 Jaaz FAVDY . wan der Velde
21 1981 DLIRK K. [. Doering Ti ]auz TEUE . |. Page
22 1981 R ) R Rasmusson 7 1auz AN [ 1. Andrews
23 1951 IRH R. H. Hirsch T8 1902 | KOBG . Brunning
24 1981 WADHL H. M. Perry 7o 1992 [3BLF Y. Miar
23 1982 | K4KO 2. | Bolvin &0 1492 W2LAX J. Gutzelt
2 1982 EARCHD O Amunedsen il 19493 WeTZD E. G. Dwvorak
27 1982 | DL3AN W Mate a2 199 | ARABCH E. Gustavssan
I8 1982 | W2EC D, Kintzer 23 1996 | OH1ER M, Kratoska
25 1982 WIDA G, Hitz a4 1994 MaxR WV, Pacuncff
an 19282 WIRM P. Chamalian 25 1994 GOCHM 1. Bell
| 1982 2L L. Oirtasen 84 1997 Mallg T, [, Widener Ir.
32 1982 OZ1W P. G. Wormer |87 1997 KOVE 1. F. Mever
33 1982 | WIHX M. H., Young GE: 1997 | ON4RU M. Dancilla
i4 982 K4l W, G. Baird ga 1995 VETHNH D, Brabner
35 982 GAGFG . E. Fayne
kT 1983 LLIGE0 P, "Warson
i7 1983 [N ] . Morzan
18 1983 K2BET H. W, Evans
19 1983 M0 A Bowen
40 1983 WANZ F. Hauff
4 1983 GeHD T. L. Herdman
a2 | 1983 | W2AOQ A Spiro
a3 1984 GCIKDE P A Miles
44 | 1984 | NAEA J. M. Hermzbery
43 1984 | VEIKS Mre M. Stafford
dn 1984 | VEIXB 1. Srafford
47 1984 | WR2GW G W Wright
48 | 1984 | GIWTTF K. E. Unswerth
45 1954 | W4AI 1. Beck
] 1984 | WICCN E. P Yares
5l 1954 WG W Warden
52 1984 YTIIAAR T2 Grabensek
53 1985 (G ASENY R, K. Western
54 1985 | W0OT A C. Berg
35 19855 M3TP T. % Pedersan

&L
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Augie - WAGK, died in March 1977, He had a record as
one of the Club’s maost active members. At the time of
his death, he was the only member to have worked every
other member on the list; and he was at the forefront of
the Club's awards programme,

It was very fitting that a commemorative award should
have been instituted to mark Augie’s outstanding
contribution to on-the-air activity in FOC. The Nickel
Trophy was announced at the end of 1977, to be
awarded to any member who could ¢laim valhd contacts
with every other member of the Cluby on ar least one

laind.

As with every other new award, there was keen
competition to sce who would get #1. This bonour went
ro Elhor - SW2MUM, who made his final comtact on
18ch MNovember 1978,

The Bill Windle Memorial Trophy

Augie Mickel - WAGK

Eallowing the passing of Bill Windle in December 1983, considerable thought was given to a sutable way of
marking a twemendous record of involvement in all areas of the Club’s work; and, espeaally, Ball's role i
encouraging and building an active club. At the end of 1984, The Bill Windle Memornal Trophy was announced.
This would be awarded to the member providing evidence of having contacted the highest number of other
members during a calendar year.

The first year, 1983, was keenly contested with listings of updated scores appeaning in the News Sheet each month.
The year finished with Jack - W2BA having worked no less than 456 other members duning the vwelve months. For
the first year, the award went to the overall winner. Later, separate awards were added for individual continents
and the US West Coast,

Year Winner Members worked
1285 | W2BA 456
1986 WOV 442
1987 | ¥YO3CD0 458
1985 | W2RA 452
1989 | K4RO 417
1990 | SMaACU 438
1991 WIARA 413
1992 | WIBA 457
1993 | W2BA 452
1994 | W2RA 433
1995 | GMATOIT 456
1094 GO 126
1997 | WORNL/6 434

I'he Jubilee Award

To mark the 50th anniversary of the founding of FOC, a special Jubiles Award was presented to any member who
made contact with 50 members from Europe and 50 members from outside Europe, within a 50-day period
bezinning on 1st May 1988,

As with anv new award, there was considerable enthusiasm and the carly days of May saw a huge boost in FOC
activity on the bands with compention to see who would get the coveted #1 award. The victor was Peter-ZL3G0)
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who completed his 100 contacts at 0206GMT on 5th May, closely followed by Mark - WBACSK, at 2109GMT on
the same dav. Logs were received from a total of 154 members.

This format appeared to be popular with the membership and a follow-on event was held the next year as a
‘Jubilee + 1’ which involved working 51 Furopean and 51 non-European members, a total of 102 centacts, 10 31
days. Although entries, at 92, were down on the previous year, the winner, Dave - W2FC, managed to complete his
quota of contacts by 2149GMT on 3rd May.

The entries fell to 70 for the “Jubilee + 2° in 1990. This was again won by Dave - W2FC who improved on hus
previous performance by making his 104 conracts by 0602GMT on 3rd May.

In 1981, we commemorated the 200th anniversary of the birth of Samuel Morse. [t was decided to hold a speaal
Jubilee Activity Peried which would be open to nonrmembers. For FOC members, the requirement was 40
European and 40 non-European members within 40 days from 27th Apnl - the actual birthdate of Samuel Morse.
Additional points were awarded for contacts with non-members. Although there was a reasonable amount of
activicy and interest from outside FOC, the number of logs received was small and the Commurtee decided that
this would be the last of the “Jubilee’ events.
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Chapter 7

The Bill Windle Years
(1967-1981)

Oince he had moved into the central position 1 the
Club, Bill lest ne tme in making plain the nghtes
line that he would be promoeting over what FOU was
all about and how it should be run. His first News
Sheet [2/67] contained some of the idess that would
characterise the future years,

FOC was intended at the verv ocutset to be
a O club, in facr, whe 1o 1937 bad fone?

[t 15 proposed o clear  up  any
misunderstanding and amend the otle of
the club tor ‘First Class CW Operators'
Club’,

A reminder of subs  cutstanding  will
appear i our March lst issue each year
and calls wall be listed. The need for this is
apparent with some members several years
in advance and the passibalivy of their dues
being overlooked. Defaulters will whoever,
be srruck from the recards an April st
[GEVIG 8757

Another  change  that Bl introduced,  almost
i]l‘_l.l‘]l'flﬂj;:'ltl;']_}'. wias o iI'_I'Il_'Irf:I‘-'#". :]:: r1|-:]r|r]'||j.-' NE‘\.“.“\.
Sheet by having it produced by a local printer instead
of the taditional method that had  invelved
q;p::writcr and hand-cranked duphestor. He also, at
long last, dropped the title "Cireular Letrer’ which
recalled the days of the circulation rota and replaced
“The Old Man® - Bill Windle, GEVG it with the "News Sheet’,

Bill was very determined that the Club should develop into a well-organised and active organisation. He developed
the concept, which continues to this day, that factivity’, in terms of FOC membership, is more that just baing on
the air. [t requires a demonstration of on-going interest in the Club and s full range of acuvites. He declared war
on those who were late in paying subscriptions. Although the effects of this came 1n for some strong criticism, the
problem of collecting dues is one of the biggest headaches i runming an erganisation that depends on voluntary
efforr. There is always the *hard core” who will just not respond to reminders or even personally written ‘hegmng
lerrers’. So, eventually, there 1s no course but to drop them from the lLsts.
Bill's policy on this appeared 1n an early editonal.

[ could not posably list the 200 members whe have not got around to sending 1o their subseripuions for

1948, They may possibly want to resign and if so [ would appreciate some informarion about it Then oo,

there are the 27 members who paid in advance last year or the vear before who intended to send me the other

five shillings, ten shillings, dollar or two dollars. They have perhaps been rushing arcund and quite forgotten

the guy trving to run the Club. They have of course, had their Mews Sheets cre,, paid from the subs already

sent in, 1t is 1o the interests of all members to try to make the Secretany’s job as casy as possible and it will



help him considerably o get your ducs in early. I am hening my axe and it will not be a bt of good saving
vou have not been warned. Although [ have mentioned the mnerease in subscriptions se many times, | have
been getting last year's rate from guite a lot of members and have written no end of letters pointing this cur.
To those who have paid up, my grateful thanks; to those who are waiting tll the Last minute, 1 offer this ok
i order to pote their reaction 1o endeavour o fleg 1 dead horse,

[GBVG 1/68]

By the following month, April 1968, there were still 106 subscriptions outstanding or incompletely paid, so 1t 1
easy to sympathise with Bill's proposal to move the cut-off point forward to 31st January for future years. Fven
though Bill printed a full list of the defaulrers, 49 still remained unpaid & moanth later and the May News Sheer
showed these as being ‘deleted {rom records’. Despite this strong action, the situation in 1969 was only & hrtle
better with 78 shown as unpaid in March and 34 deleted in April. In 1970, the end-Janvary deadline was
implemented which resulted in 36 deletions in the February News Sheet,

This uncompromising policy undoubtedly eased the problem for furure
years. In addition, Elliote - W2MUM, offered to undertake collection of
dues for those paying in US Dollars. He has continued this useful job
far 30 vears. Apart from making 1t easier for a lot of members to pay
their subscriptions, it also means that the Club receives a single payment,
avording considerable bank charges. Although Ball’s strong line on
payment caused considerable controversy over the years, it does mean
that it is only a minor problem now, The number of non-payers, by the
end of January, is usually in single figures.

Bill nexr trained his guns on the problem of mactiviry, In November
1968, he inaniated a discussion, through the News Sheet, aimed at coming
up with a set of proposals that would stimulate, encourage, or even
pressure, members to maintain a good on-the-air activity level. Part of
this action was prompted by the fact that the Club membership list was
full and there were 36 fully sponsored stations on a QRX lLst with a
further 40 on the MNominations List. Bill felt strongly the need to
pressure the ‘deadwood’ out of the Club to make way for other people
whe wentld Te acrive,

Elliote - W2IMUM

Amongst suggestions that came from this discussion were:

e That all members should be able to work at least three bands, including one LF and one HF.

e That there should be a requirement for the submission of a list of 25 members worked on CW during
the previous year to be submirted each year.

s  That there should be some form of ‘1nactive list’,

# That spaces for those on the QRX list should be created by deleung all the very carly members up to
the number of vacancies required - Bill asked if the originator of the propesal would be prepared to
take on the duties of the Secretary as it would mean his own departure!

Bill's first annual report appeared in January 1969,

The past year proved to be a most successful year, firstly because we are solvent. Mot anly have we sullicient
funds to cover all membership fees paid in advance but we have a healthy balance in hand, Secondly, we have
more than filled the membership list and ar the time of going to press we stand at 231 members in the UK
and 201 Ouerseas making a total of 522 1t is necessary to close the Starred List because we have 36 on the
QRX List and a total of 34 remain to be sponsored. The highlight of the year (J264) was undoubtedly the
Annual Dinner at Lords where we had 184 members and the wives and friends. A wonderful ger together
indeed with so many overseas and UK members present. How nice too to see all those charming ladies wha
were [inding plenty 1o talk about.,

[GBYVG 1/69]

Bill continued his battle for activity and was ourspoken on his views on the sort of person who qualified for
membership of FOC,

64



| would say again that no member has a right to hold on to membership for having dene something towards
amateur radio in the distanc past, The membership certificates are clear in their intent when they say “Elected
to Active Membership® and rhat means just what it says; and 10 the context of the rules of the Club, 1t means
on CW. 1 have a report about a G member who has been absent from the bands for at least two years; and |
am aware of a ¥E member who was enrolled with an address in W4 seven years ago. To my mind, and [ am
sure the majority of others, this 15 just net good enough; and I am hopeful that both will do one thing or the
other; that is get on the bands or move over and make room for one of the QRX List stations waiting to join
us. | have conrinually stressed the need for members o get on the CW portion of the band for ar least a
proportion of their operating time. [ have no right or desire to stop members using the other modes of
transmission, but ask them to do their share towards “active membership’.

[GEVG 7/69]

The ‘Temporanly Inactive” List was introduced in late 1969 and Bill followsd 1t with a strongly worded paragraph
ar achivity.

I have written to a number of stations asking for some proof of actany and the resules are seen in the
delenion of callsigns from records. Onee again, 1 ask all members to face up 1o 1 and not o waste either my
time or the time of your Committee. [f vou are inactive on CW then why not let me know that 1t s only
remporary then I will put you on the “Temporarily Inactive List or let me know you are dropping cut. There
are far ton many very good operators knucki.rl.g at the door of FOC and unable to join us because of the very
selfish artitude of some of the members who having obrained the great honour of becoming a member of
FOO sit back and do nething whatever about 1t apart form paying lip service to it and sending along their
subscriptions. As vour Secretary, [ am happy to work for all active members. But I am most unhappy to find
that we have members who are sitting on my back. [ have told the Sommreee what [ think about them and
they agree completely with my efforts to weed out the deadwood.

[GEVG 11/89]

Although Bill's approach was welcomed by the majority of members, 1t was not without its critics. Don - G2BEB, in
asking to be transferred to the Inactive List said: “..ube comvest minded attitude was sieadily pervading the FOC ot
the consequent lowering of standurds of operating and wmanmers, e.g. a floved n_,n"‘::‘.-';,ru".fr:.rrfmss to join FOC - witl some success
- by ;rrr{,l"“mrr Deniters” [12.-"-69] Needless ta sav, Bill was having none of this and returned to the attack in his first
editorial of 1970 and did not hold back from criticism of the founders of the pest-war club,

A tiny minority of members have, and possibly continue, ro refuse 1o acknowledge the fact that by activity
alone can we maintain our position in the world of amareur radio, To have won the bucket and spade at the
seaside is no justification or qualification o retain membership if you are no longer on the bands. . It 15
worth a thought over one of the questions raised by Fergie, who was number one post-war Secretary when he
was asked about ‘rwo of the Committee working any szal:nc:-n against whom objections were rased’. Ferge
asked “What happens if none of the Commuttee are active?” [t 15 my belief that we started out with the wrong
deas in mind and activicy should have been the primary object at the outset..surely the Club slipped in
those days by letting Fergie get away with the suggestion that any member may be 1nactive.

[GBVG 1,/70]

The beginning of the 70s saw the emergence of regular international travel within FOC fellowing the charter flight
which brought & number of US members to the dinner at Lords in 1968, The trailblazers, in chis respect, were Al-
G3FXB and Maud. Their first wisit to the US, during Al's spell as Presidenr, included stays with Heinz - N2ZLK
and Dolly, Al - W2MEL and Laura, Sig - N3RS and Mary Ann, and Red - WaZM and Peggy. Highlights included
an ‘open house' at N2LK and 2 "Turkey Barbecue” at W2ZNZ, In fact, both QTHs were to see many overseas guests
in the 70s with that of W2NZ earning the utle of the "Massapequa Hilton™!

In the same year, Laci - W1PL. reserved a room at the Sheraton Hotel in Boston, during the ARRL Convention for
a meeting of FOC members. It was ar this meeting that Red - W4ZM, pointed out the immense effert that Bill was
making on behalf of the Club and suggested that ‘the American contingent should consider bringing Bill to the
Colonies’. As a result, Ned - WIRAN, volunteered to send out 150 letters to raise funds and Vie - WAZDIG offered
to be Treasurer leaving Red free to orgamise the trip. The matter was kept secret until Lords of that year, when in
his speech, Al sprung the news on Bill and also made the point that Muriel should sccompany him. In his
account of the announcement at Lords, Bill passed the comment that it ‘rather pur the skids under me and
recalled that it was greeted with ‘great applanse’,



The trip taok place in the spring of 1971, Neither Bill or Muriel had flown before and for Muriel it was her first
trip outside of the UK, It had a tremendous impact on both of them and fand memories of 1t were often recalled
by Bill right up to his passing. It did much to recompense him for 21l his efforts and Muriel for her tolerance,
apart from doing much to cement relationships within the Club. The mp took them to New York where they were
met by Mort - W2NZ, the start of a six week trip that took them around New England and Washingron DG to
the Dayton Hamvention, where they must have been one of the first UK wisitors ever; and to the hilltop QTH of
Al Kahn - KAFW, in Tennessee. Along the wav, there were big ham parties at the QTHs of Mart - W2NZ, Howie -
WIHZ, Bob & Ellen White's, Joe - K3JH, Red - W4ZM, and Steve - N2ZDAN. In the early 70s, there were still
significant differences between the matenal Lifestyles an the two sides of the Atlantic and 1t is interesting, in Bill's
account of the trip, to sec some of the things that stood out - Celour TV, New York City, Us supermarkets, with
their size and range of goods, and the [ndian Reservation where the Chief spoke with a "polished Oxford accent’,

At this time, the new club call, G3YPB, which had been issued in late 1969, was receiving regular airings during
activity periods in the first week of each month; and the Club’s first Call Book was published in August 1970, Bill,
together with Vic - GEVC, undertook to act as a QSL bureau for member's cards - distnibuting them with the
monthly News Sheet.

ﬂlthﬂ“gh Fﬂ]. Was uilrclcnting i'“ lurs Cl']_]sﬂ_dc Fﬂ]_' ac[_i'l.l'il_}'1 1‘]-E WA 3]_5.1] apEn 1o r.ril'it‘.iiﬂ‘] difcctfd dgﬁillbr the C]ub.

| have to thank Lee, PAOLXL, for sending me the rranslation from the German magazine wherein an attack is
made upon the Club. The complainant is OE3OLW and he says that FOC members only wish o work
amongst themselves. He says ‘1 am emotionally disturbed....when a €0 call 15 not rewarded because one 15 not
a member of a special sect. These people calling themselves first operators... breaking the most essential rale of
our hobby....their only intention o find a partner with at least the same gualification and daing so all other
callers ignored after which a normal QSO is developed distinguished from a standard QS0 by the exchange
of FOC numbers, then we are talking about a pracuce to which we should make a stand against. In case these
practices are likelv to increase then we could ask curselves seriously whether our hobby 15 on the right way? In
my case, | would recommend FOC - if they would like to remain exclusive - to request the Post Office for
exclusive frequencies’.

[ have cut cut some of the not so impertant bits but in the main 1 feel it comes back to the previous remarks
rom seme of cur members that we are too nward looking If we accept the above charge, and | feal we must,
then 1 would ask all members to take stock, We have members whe say they have no wish to take part in the
collection of numbers for points and some who seemingly do not wish to take parc in anything even to
showing up on the bands. Others appear at contest (not FOC) rimes and then decline to work el | o
members, That they are very good operators one cannot deny but [ think they owe somethang to the Club
which carries them along and should appear at intervals even if nfrequent. If they do not wish to take part in
FOC activities then | am sure they should be on the Tempararily [nactive List. | have sent a suitable reply 1o
the abeve,

[GEVG 11,/70]

In mid-1971, FOC polled irs members in the lirst fullscale questionnaire. This was prompted by a number of
potential changes to the makeup of the Club and the apportunity was taken to take soundings over a number of
other issues. The form was enclosed with the June News Sheet and the responses from 277 members were reported
in September. The overall response indicated that the membership was generally satisfied with the way the Club
was being rur.

1. The Committee suggested that the ceiling for membership should be increased to 750, accepting that the
secretariz]l workload would he increased. 70% wished the membership to remain at 300, The remainder wanted
it increased.

2. It was suggested thar membership numbers should be reallocated from 1 te 500, thus eliminating the numbers
with four digits and removing the false impression that the current system gave regarding total membership,
57% were opposed (o any renumbering.

3. A question on whether the membership would like a yearly or twice-yearly call book - with the acceptance that a

twiceyearly callbook would mean an inerease in subscriptions. 64% felt one call book a year to be adequate

while the remainder wanted it published twice a year.

A number of questions on the Marathon - length, frequency and scoring, 45% felr the length of the Marathon,

at 48 hours, satisfactory. 364 wanted two 24-hour events and 19% wanted four per year. 58% felt there should

el



be a plague for winners only but 42% thought that the runner-up should also receive one. A recommendation
was made thar a small plate be engraved for adding ro the plague 1f 1t 15 won by the same member for rwo
consecutive vears., 96% were happy with the scoring.

5. 52% were in favour of members producing proof of activity.

. 58% would like a History of the Club.

-

7. B&% were satisfied with the current sponsoring rules,

8. TR0 were sarisfied with the current balance of membership.

Q. 950 were sarisfied with the News Sheet,

10, 8% were sarisfied with conduct an the bands; bur the rest felt there was bad conduct on the air and wanted
definite rules on the subject.

Although Bill could be very outspoken over the direction that he thought that FOC should take, most of the ideas
thar he pushed forward have stayed with the Club over the years and form the basis on which we now work. A
gaod example of this is his view on what constitutes a good club member. The vast majority of the present day
members would be in full agreement.

The value of a member to the Club may be measured by his support. It 15 not sufficient o end one’s labalicies
at the subscription stage and if we are 1o continue to function as the number one CW Club, all members
should ar some stage get on 1o the W end of the bands. It is not good enough o have some 60 to 70% of
the members only on OW whalst there are a number whe are solely cccupied on 558 or even, perhaps,
withour a rig. The failure to have 100% of the members active on OW must surcly begin at the nomination
stage. We have, in the past, bad stations pur up because they are splendid operators in contests, they now do
not bother to ger on the air in berween nimes. Others have wonderful records i the DXCC ratings and
undoubtedly are good operators; but is this fair to the Club?® All members have a duty to the Club by getting
on the bands and on the O end, To be engaged 10 some ]}riw.l:e cspacit} ApArt from radio, however
laudabsle, 15 grand but again it does nething for us as 2 Club. The ]r*misllr.l must be the air nme and 1f wou
cannot get on the air, vou have no right o prevent a fully sponsored station from joining us. From returns
sent in, there are a number of members who have never been contacted at any nime and appeals via the Mews
Sheet fall upon deaf ears. 1 have, during the past three vears, written almost 300 personal letters to calls listed
and whilst the majority accept this as part of my job, [ do have the odd ball who gets very rude in his reply.
This may well be, a5 one who resigned said, | have perhaps a guilty feeling abourt the time [ spend on the
band®. Maost replies are friendly enough and 1 appreciate them. The end of the subseripuon period will soon
be upon vs and [ would ask on behalf of not only myself but of every active member who has the welfare of
the Club at hearr, will you characters who are of so little help seriously give a thought to whether you are
prepared to pay up and remain 2 lability or move over and let the other guy take a crack at e

[GBVG 10/71]

- and again, on the policy on reissue of membership numbers.

The question was asked, why do we not give & re-jeining member his eriginal membership number? This 15 an
oldie, but the answer is that to give a number such as, say, 45 back o 2 member whe has been absent from
Club acrivity for 12, 15 ar 20 vears would be grossly unfaie to those of us whe bave remained with the Club
over the vears. [t gives a good indication of how long a members has been with us continuously and it is
keown that members take a pride in the membership number, so much so that a pomnt was rased as to why
not give some sorl of recognition o members who have remained with the Club for more char owency-five
vears. | suppose a chevron might meer the caze. But if this was accepred in principle, then there are a few of us
who would qualify for, sav, a tin har - 33 wears iz 2 very long time and we have some who have been with us
rhat long, Thers have been many changes 1o this tme and it cannot be challenged thar we are going in the
vight direction. We still have some way to go bur we shall make 10

[GaVG 1772

By the middle of 1972, Bill clearly felt he was making some progress on the actuvity front.,

Hawving sar in this chair for five years, [ hawve the feehing that we are getting somewhere wich the grear
improvement i activity, This has been the theme for the whele peried and whalst the majority of members
agree, and some disagree with me, it s apparent that the News Sheet cannot be entirely ignored. T am happy
that the number of members who ok part in the Marathen is about the maximum when we consider that
with 74.4% active plus say 153% who were bogged down with moving house, on vacation, had illness 1n the
house or other perfectly legitimate reason for not taking part, this leaves us with 10% who are so mvolved
with S5B, are never on the band, have no pump handle or kever and lircle interest in the Club ro make up the



100%. | am sure all whe have the continued prestige of the Club at heart would join me in wishing these a
fond farewell. Let us aim for an attendance on at least ene of the bands by all members at least onee a week, [t
may be that you will like it and give a little more of your time.

[GEVG 6,/72]

It seemed that, alter a crusade lasting five years, Bill had at last transformed FOC into a reasonably active club
with good attendances i the Marathon and good activity on the air. The Temporanly Inactive’ List was 1n
operation, which [oreshadowed the Associate Membership List, and provided a resting place for those who did not
match the activity requirements. Indeed, pressure for activity appeared to have reached a natural balance when the
News Sheet reported two opposing suggestions - that the members should be retired as soon as they have amassed
5,000 peints for WAFQC on the grounds that to obtain so many they could not have had many, if any, ragehews;
and the alternative proposal that in order to justify membership of FOC, all members should show thar they have
scored 500 points for each vear of membership dating from the intreduction of WAFOC, [9/74],

The Annual Dinner in London, having moved to Lords in 1968, had become a major event for the Clul with an
increasing number of overseas members attending. The North American dinners were gaining in populanty.
International travel was very much in favour with Al - G3FXB and fammly making regular trips to the US. The
News Sheet contained many accounts of D¥peditions mounted by members with some relating very amusing
incadents.

Perhaps the most amusing incident expersenced 1n 5t Lucia (by West [ndian standards] would be most
embarrassing i many other countries. The weekend was set aside to operate on 40 and 20 metres from whar
had served as a radar control centre for the US forces during WW2, The little Volkswagan bug on s
departure from Vieux Fort was loaded with the following: FTDX 380, a portable 400w generator, two five
mallan drums of patrel, the operating rable {carried on top of the bug with the legs pointing o the sky), a bed
roll, the operators’ chair, a desk lamp and food for the safari. We left about 1lpm on the Friday night
negatiating a very winding road, provided by Uncle Sam, up a hull of 800{e. A small building had been chosen
and although vandalism had disposed of the windows it did at lease afford some protection from the
elements, On arrival, the car was parked with full headlights shining inte the small bulding pending the
filling and working of the generator. The first item off the car was a small mattress and as entry was made 2
shuffling was heard from one corner of the room. Closer inspection showed that a local Romeo was busy
ralling up his mattress after which be escorted his lady friend to his car. After seating her comfortably, be
positianed his headlights 1o augment those of our own. He then came over to help us set up the station. With
the lights on and the station ready, the girl friend joined us and a cup of tea was taken by all. There was no
sign of embarrassment from either of them. After a few QSOs they wished us goodnight and slowly drove
away.

[VI2ZLY,/VEIEWY 4,/74]

Bill was a particularly popular figurehead with the US membership and having sponsored his and Muriel's visit in

1971, they followed this up with an invitation to return. At Lords, 1n Qctober 1974, Mort - W2NZ, in proposing

the Toast to Overseas Members and Guests, read out the following invitation: n recognivian af the years of
wnstinting service and devetion o e dreties af s office, the wmembers of the First Colass CW Operators’ Clud ave pleased to

invite the Honourable Secretary and bis lady, Mr. and Mys. W IT Windle to attend ihe 3rd Annual USAIFOC Dinner
as Cuests of Honeur, Spring Valley, May 17th 19757 It 1s recorded that, for once, Bill was lost for words and could

only respond with “I'm bunkered.’

Perhaps this spell of stability within the Club led members to ponder its overall place in the hobby and 1ts future.
There had always been, and stll i, some sensitivity over the charge that FOC sets ourt to be an clinst, even
snobbish, erganisatien. Unfortunately, the on-theair actions of a minorty of members has sometimes tended to
support this criticism and it has been necessary to pen reminders.

Let's reselve, in 1976, and after, to try to keep the FOO flag flving high, by conscious attention 1o detail in
our operating habits. Are we guilty of averuse of “FOC' or ‘both FOC', on every possible occanion, regardless
of necessity, and thus, perhaps, causing needless annoyance to certain nonFOC criticst Do we often
deliberately ignore calls from nonFOC stations and unwittingly earn curselves the label of being a “Snob's
Club™* Could we maybe find ourselves quieter frequencies on which to QS (73kHz up on certain bands, 15
to be preferred) and thus relieve the already overcrowded and popular sections of 02503 kHz up? [t s
impossible to be “all things to all men' but let us perhaps give our operating habits 2 lutle more thought,
[GAKMO 12/75).
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In January 1977, the death occurred of Austin Forsyth, whe had been postwar member #1 and supported the
refarming of FOC through the columns of Short Wave Magazine,

Austin Fc:rs;n:h .B.E - GGFO

[ 1930, GAFD and Jack Hum - G3UM, got to
know ome anocther as a result of & mutusl
interest In developing the then-neglected 1al-
metre band. They both became members of
Gronp 10A of the Research and Experimental
Section of the RSGE and gathersd abour them a
aumber of like-minded transmitiing amateuss
wlhoge inferest was 1o see more activily on 4
band which had become virtually deserted
during the great rush o the DX bands of 40 and
20 metres. Theiwr objective was to prove thar
160m had DX posabilines that might not be
altogether apparent to those who preferred the
casier picking of 7 and 14MHz To this end, a
series of trans-Atlantic tests were sel up 1o be
conducted just before dawn every day during the
winter of 1921 and 1922, a long and painstaking
slog which had its reward when GaFC was “first
across the pond” on 1.73MHz from his site in
Mewport, Monmeouthshire. The transmitter was a
PAS0 valve 10 a selfexeited oscillator with a 200w
DC mamns supply. The recerver was a onevalve
detector with a enevalve audio amplifier; aerial
was a quarter wave long wire. Never will these who participated in these rests forget the bell-like note of
W1DBM pinging weakly into their receivers morning after morning, followed sometime later by signals frem
WIBE and ultimately others. 1t is well worth recording that those who got across first - G6FO, and soon
afterwards his neighbour GSWU ac Penarth, did it with a meticulously measured 9.7 warts DO input. This
was not just because they feared losing their licences by exceeding the regulation 10 wates - it was a point of
honeur that if it couldn’t be dene on the licensed power, it was not worth doing ar all.

GAFO was also one of the proneers of the 56MHz band during the 193435 period; with one of the first {if
net the firs) crystal contrelled transmatters and an V-1 receiver he maintained regular contacts from
Mewpeort with G5]U in Bristol and G5BY in Crovdon,

It was during the period 1937-38 that Austin first concewved the idea of starting @ magazine to cater
specifically for the needs and interests of the radie amateur. He found thar he possessed a considerable abality
for writing and in fact several articles he had written had already been published in electronic journals of the
dav. Mow a certain “Short Wave Magazine” had been started in 1937 by athers with the same aims, but by
early 1938, the Magazine was in a distinctly weak and fragile condition, The first ednor, G3GC), resigned and
Austin, whe felt sure he could make s success of the Magazine, took the plunge and produced lus furst
edirorial in the March 1938 issue. That he did make a success of it is now a matrer of amareur-radio history.

However, his first pericd as editor of SWM was short Lived. For o 1929 came WW2, During his wartime
career 10 the RAF, he served with the Technical Branch (Signals) during which bis chiet concerns were radio-
and radar countermeasures. He was part of a team that worked on the design, development and deployment
of ‘window' strips of aluminium foil which were dropped literally by the mullicn to jam the enemy’s radar.
G&FO, who had reached the rank of Wing Commander by Apnl 1943, served w1 HQ Bomber Command
from Ocrober 1941 to January 1946 and was twice Mentioned in Despatches. Tor his services during the war,
lie was awarded the O.RE.

At the end of the war, he returned o civilian life 1o ke up the reing of ‘Short Wave Magazine' agzain. From
’ P I e

that time until his death, he worked continuously and tirelessly for the furtherance of amateur radio in all its
forms and for the suceess of the Magazine, alwavs maintaiming a firm and mdependent view,
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Austin was always most helpful to aspiring amateurs and was even willing to lend Ius own equipment i ordes
to et them started. A man of strongminded and determined character, GEFO was never afraid at any time or
place to make his views on amateur radio matters perfectly clear, and wigorously promoted and defended the
pursuir against all comers. As a first-class operator himself, the maintenance of good operating standards was
something on which GEFO was very sensitive, In fact, he was coe of these relgraphists who emjeved the gift of
talking through the fingertips, something that comes more easily perhaps to those who are naturally arniculate
- as GAFO was - and a5 his writings demonstrare,
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The theme of where FOC would go in the furmre was addressed by John Bazley - G3HCT, in a speech at the end of
his Presidential term, at the 1977 Dinner. It was, without doubt, the most controversial speech ever made at one of
these gatherings and the response to it defined the degrec of support that the membership would give to change,

John made a number of points which were outlined 1n the November News Sheet.

1. The Annual Dinner be made the Annual General Meeting where points raised by members present concerning
the past year and the furure could be dealt with by the Committes. At this AGM, the opportumty could be
taken for a ballet to elect three Commirtee Members for the comin